
Consume(r/d) 

The Embassy Church - Small Group Notes – Sunday, July 7, 2019 
As we go through life there are many choices to be made. Some concern what we consume. 
Others revolve around what consumes us. People often “hobble” between two opinions. But 
when it comes to the Presence of God there’s only one choice.  
 
This message asks the question – Are you a consumer? Or are you consumed? 
 
Be blessed! 
Pastor Léon van Weerden 
 
 
Scriptures – All Scriptures New Living Translation 
1 Corinthians 2:1-5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Romans 12:1-2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When I first came to you, dear brothers and sisters, I didn’t use lofty words and 
impressive wisdom to tell you God’s secret plan. 2 For I decided that while I was with you 
I would forget everything except Jesus Christ, the one who was crucified. 3 I came to you 
in weakness—timid and trembling. 4 And my message and my preaching were very plain. 
Rather than using clever and persuasive speeches, I relied only on the power of the Holy 
Spirit. 5 I did this so you would trust not in human wisdom but in the power of God.  

And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies to God because of 
all he has done for you. Let them be a living and holy sacrifice—the kind he will find 
acceptable. This is truly the way to worship him. 2 Don’t copy the behavior and customs 
of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you 
think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, which is good and pleasing and 
perfect.  
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1 Kings 18:1-2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 Kings 18:17-29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Later on, in the third year of the drought, the LORD said to Elijah, “Go and present 
yourself to King Ahab. Tell him that I will soon send rain!” 2 So Elijah went to appear 
before Ahab.  

Meanwhile, the famine had become very severe in Samaria.  

17 When Ahab saw him, he exclaimed, “So, is it really you, you troublemaker of Israel?”  
18 “I have made no trouble for Israel,” Elijah replied. “You and your family are the 

troublemakers, for you have refused to obey the commands of the LORD and have worshiped the 
images of Baal instead. 19 Now summon all Israel to join me at Mount Carmel, along with the 450 
prophets of Baal and the 400 prophets of Asherah who are supported by Jezebel.”  

20 So Ahab summoned all the people of Israel and the prophets to Mount Carmel. 21 Then 
Elijah stood in front of them and said, “How much longer will you waver, hobbling between two 
opinions? If the LORD is God, follow him! But if Baal is God, then follow him!” But the people were 
completely silent.  

22 Then Elijah said to them, “I am the only prophet of the LORD who is left, but Baal has 450 
prophets. 23 Now bring two bulls. The prophets of Baal may choose whichever one they wish and 
cut it into pieces and lay it on the wood of their altar, but without setting fire to it. I will prepare 
the other bull and lay it on the wood on the altar, but not set fire to it. 24 Then call on the name of 
your god, and I will call on the name of the LORD. The god who answers by setting fire to the 
wood is the true God!” And all the people agreed.  

25 Then Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, “You go first, for there are many of you. Choose 
one of the bulls, and prepare it and call on the name of your god. But do not set fire to the 
wood.”  

26 So they prepared one of the bulls and placed it on the altar. Then they called on the name 
of Baal from morning until noontime, shouting, “O Baal, answer us!” But there was no reply of 
any kind. Then they danced, hobbling around the altar they had made.  

27 About noontime Elijah began mocking them. “You’ll have to shout louder,” he scoffed, “for 
surely he is a god! Perhaps he is daydreaming, or is relieving himself. Or maybe he is away on a 
trip, or is asleep and needs to be wakened!”  

28 So they shouted louder, and following their normal custom, they cut themselves with 
knives and swords until the blood gushed out. 29 They raved all afternoon until the time of the 
evening sacrifice, but still there was no sound, no reply, no response.  
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1 Kings 18:30-40 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Main Points 

1. Consumer Vs. Consumed 
2. Lessons from Elijah 

Digging Deeper 
Revelation 

• How did Paul change his preaching style from his message in Athens (Acts 17:18-31), to 
how he preached in Corinth (1 Corinthians 2:1-5)? 

• How do the miracles of Elijah show the complete opposite of what the people believed 
about Baal? 

 
Interpretation 

• What’s lessons can we learn from Elijah and Mount Carmel? 
• What is the difference between being a consumer and being consumed? 
• How do we live a life of holiness according to Romans 12:1-2? 

o How does living life as a Living Sacrifice example a life consumed by God? 
 

30 Then Elijah called to the people, “Come over here!” They all crowded around him as he 
repaired the altar of the LORD that had been torn down. 31 He took twelve stones, one to 
represent each of the tribes of Israel, 32 and he used the stones to rebuild the altar in the name of 
the LORD. Then he dug a trench around the altar large enough to hold about three gallons. 33 He 
piled wood on the altar, cut the bull into pieces, and laid the pieces on the wood.  

Then he said, “Fill four large jars with water, and pour the water over the offering and the 
wood.”  

34 After they had done this, he said, “Do the same thing again!” And when they were finished, 
he said, “Now do it a third time!” So they did as he said, 35 and the water ran around the altar and 
even filled the trench.  

36 At the usual time for offering the evening sacrifice, Elijah the prophet walked up to the 
altar and prayed, “O LORD, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, prove today that you are God in 
Israel and that I am your servant. Prove that I have done all this at your command. 37 O LORD, 
answer me! Answer me so these people will know that you, O LORD, are God and that you have 
brought them back to yourself.”  

38 Immediately the fire of the LORD flashed down from heaven and burned up the young bull, 
the wood, the stones, and the dust. It even licked up all the water in the trench! 39 And when all 
the people saw it, they fell face down on the ground and cried out, “The LORD—he is God! Yes, 
the LORD is God!”  

40 Then Elijah commanded, “Seize all the prophets of Baal. Don’t let a single one escape!” So 
the people seized them all, and Elijah took them down to the Kishon Valley and killed them there.  
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Application 
• Are you a consumer or are you consumed? 
• If you are currently a consumer of the Presence of God, what steps can you take to be 

consumed by Him? 


