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     February 25, 2024, Celebration Service (8:50 AM) 
 

Prelude 
 
Gathering Music: Sunshine Gospel Singers: Jesus, Hold My Hand  
  
Welcome  
 
Hymns 

I Have Decided to Follow Jesus 
Living for Jesus 
He Keeps Me Singing 

 
Joys 

 
Thanksgiving Prayer 

 
Offertory: Celebration Choir: God So Loved the World 
 
Doxology 95  
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below; praise Him above, 
ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
Call to Prayer: 

Ah, Holy Jesus 
 
Prayers of the People 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
Prayer Response: Cheerful Chimers 
  
†Prayer of Illumination 
Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit, that, as the Scriptures 
are read and your Word proclaimed, we may hear your call to holy living. Amen. 
 
Scripture 
Mark 8:31-38 
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Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be 
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise 
again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But 
turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, "Get behind me, Satan! For 
you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things." He called the crowd 
with his disciples, and said to them, "If any want to become my followers, let them deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will 
lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 
For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can 
they give in return for their life? Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this 
adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he 
comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels." 

 
This is the Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God! 
 
Sermon The Honeymoon Is Over 
 
Invitation to Christ and the Church 
 
Invitational Hymn 

Be Still My Soul 
 
Receiving of New Members 

(Congregational Response) 
We give thanks for all that God has already given you and we welcome you in Christian 

love. As members together with you at Christ United Methodist Church, 
we renew our covenant faithfully to participate in the ministries of the Church by our 

prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness, that in everything 
God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
Benediction (The Light of Christ Taken into the World) 
 
Benediction Response 
 He Keeps Me Singing 
 
Postlude 


