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      March 17, 2024, Celebration Service (8:50 AM) 
 

Prelude 
 
Gathering Music: Sunshine Gospel Singers: I Don’t Have to Cross Jordan Alone 
  
Welcome 
 
†Congregational Hymns 
  

I Have Decided to Follow Jesus 
Where He Leads Me I Will Follow 
God of Grace and God of Glory  

 
Joys 
 
Thanksgiving Prayer 
 
Offertory: Celebration Choir: In Love Christ Came Among Us 
 
Doxology 95 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him,  
all creatures here below; praise Him above,  

ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Call to Prayer Ah, Holy Jesus 
 
Prayers of the People 
Pastoral Prayer  
Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
Prayer Response Change My Heart O God 
 
†Prayer of Illumination 
Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit, that, as the Scriptures are read 
and your Word proclaimed, we may hear your call to holy living. Amen. 
 
Scripture 
 
Jeremiah 31:31-34 
The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of 
Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I 
took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt--a covenant that they broke, though I 
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was their husband, says the LORD. But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel 
after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and 
I will be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one another, or say to 
each other, "Know the LORD," for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says 
the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
  
John 12:20-33 
Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They came to Philip, 
who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, "Sir, we wish to see Jesus." 
Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, 

"The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat 
falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who 
love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever 
serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the 
Father will honor. "Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say--' Father, save me from this 
hour'? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name." Then a voice 
came from heaven, "I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again." The crowd standing there heard it 
and said that it was thunder. Others said, "An angel has spoken to him." Jesus answered, "This voice 
has come for your sake, not for mine. Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world 
will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself." He said 
this to indicate the kind of death he was to die.  

This is the Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God! 

 
Sermon We Wish to See Jesus, Too 

 
Invitation to Christ and the Church 
 
Invitational Hymn  

O Jesus I Have Promised 
 
Receiving of New Members 

(Congregational Response) 
We give thanks for all that God has already given you and we welcome you in Christian love. As 
members together with you at Christ United Methodist Church, we renew our covenant faithfully 
to participate in the ministries of the Church by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, 

and our witness, that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
Benediction (The Light of Christ Taken into the World) 
 
Benediction Response  

I Have Decided to Follow Jesus 
 
Prelude 


