
     October 22, 2023, Celebration Service (8:50 AM) 
 

Prelude 
 
Gathering Music: Sunshine Gospel Singers 
 God Rides on Wings of Love    
  
Welcome 
 
†Congregational Hymns 
  

Pass Me Not, O Gentle Savior  
Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing  
Grace Greater than Our Sin  

 
Joys 
 
Thanksgiving Prayer 
 
Offertory: Celebration Choir: Be Thou My Vision 
 
Doxology 94 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! 
Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
Call to Prayer 
Near to the Heart of God  
 
Prayers of the People 
Pastoral Prayer 
Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
Prayer Response: Youth Bells – How Firm a Foundation  
  
†Prayer of Illumination 
Holy One, help us be a holy people who receive your word with joy and live your message 
with love. Amen.  
 
Scripture 
Exodus 33:12-23 
Moses said to the Lord, "See, you have said to me, 'Bring up this people'; but you have not let 
me know whom you will send with me. Yet you have said, 'I know you by name, and you 
have also found favor in my sight.' Now if I have found favor in your sight, show me your 
ways, so that I may know you and find favor in your sight. Consider too that this nation is 



your people." He said, "My presence will go with you, and I will give you rest." And he said 
to him, "If your presence will not go, do not carry us up from here. For how shall it be known 
that I have found favor in your sight, I and your people, unless you go with us? In this way, 
we shall be distinct, I and your people, from every people on the face of the earth." The Lord 
said to Moses, "I will do the very thing that you have asked; for you have found favor in my 
sight, and I know you by name." Moses said, "Show me your glory, I pray." And he said, "I 
will make all my goodness pass before you, and will proclaim before you the name, 'The 
Lord'; and I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious and will show mercy on whom I will 
show mercy. But," he said, "you cannot see my face; for no one shall see me and live." And the 
Lord continued, "See, there is a place by me where you shall stand on the rock; and while my 
glory passes by I will put you in a cleft of the rock, and I will cover you with my hand until I 
have passed by; then I will take away my hand, and you shall see my back; but my face shall 
not be seen." 

This is the Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God! 

Sermon: To See God in the World in Which We Live 
 
Invitation to Christ and the Church 
 
Invitational Hymn 

 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 
 
Receiving of New Members 

(Congregational Response- Onscreen) 
We give thanks for all that God has already given you and we welcome you in Christian 

love. As members together with you at Christ United Methodist Church, 
we renew our covenant faithfully to participate in the ministries of the Church by our 

prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness, that in everything 
God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
Benediction 
 
Benediction Response 
 Grace Greater than Our Sin 
 
Postlude 


