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   April 28, 2024, Celebration Service (8:50 AM) 
 

Prelude  
 
Sunshine Gospel Singers: Hide Me Behind the Cross 
  
Welcome 
 
†Congregational Hymns 
 Swing Low, Sweet Chariot (United Methodist Hymnal #703 Verses 1 & 4) 

Lord, I Want to Be a Christian (UM Hymnal #402 Verses 1 & 4)  
Since Jesus Came Into My Heart (Cokesbury Hymnal #84 Verses 1 & 5)  

 
Joys 
 
Thanksgiving Prayer 
 
Offertory: Celebration Choir Meditations of My heart 
 
Doxology 94 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! Praise the Spirit, 

Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Call to Prayer  
 Bind Us Together (Faith We Sing #2226) 
 
Prayers of the People 
Pastoral Prayer 
Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
Prayer Response 
 Celebration Ringers Give Thanks 
 
†Prayer of Illumination 
Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit, that as the Scriptures are read 
and your Word is proclaimed, we may hear with joy what you say to us today. Amen 
 
Scripture 
 
1 John 4:7-11 
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Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. Whoever 
does not love does not know God, for God is love. God's love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son 
into the world so that we might live through him. 
In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 
Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. 
 
Acts 8:26-39 
Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to 
Gaza." (This is a wilderness road.) So, he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the 
Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was 
returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, "Go over to this 
chariot and join it." 
So, Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, "Do you understand what you are reading?" 
He replied, "How can I, unless someone guides me?" And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage 
of the scripture that he was reading was this: "Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its 
shearer, so he does not open his mouth. In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his generation? For 
his life is taken away from the earth." 
The eunuch asked Philip, "About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone 
else?" Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 
As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, "Look, here is water! What is to 
prevent me from being baptized?" He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went 
down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip 
away; the eunuch saw him no more and went on his way rejoicing. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God! 

 
Sermon Someone to Guide Me 
 
Invitation to Christ and the Church 
 
Invitational Hymn  

God of Love and God of Power 
  

Receiving of New Members 
(Congregational Response) 

We give thanks for all that God has already given you and we welcome you in Christian love. As 
members together with you at Christ United Methodist Church, we renew our covenant faithfully 
to participate in the ministries of the Church by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, 

and our witness, that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
Benediction 
 
Benediction Response  

Every Morning is Easter Morning  
 
Prelude 


