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     February 18, 2024, Celebration Service (8:50 AM) 
 

Gathering Music: Sunshine Gospel Singers: Wade in the Water  
  
Welcome 

 
Hymns 

Holy Ground  
Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters 
We’ll Understand It Better By and By 

 

Joys 

 
Thanksgiving Prayer 

 
Offertory: Celebration Choir: And Can It Be 
 
Doxology 95 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below; praise Him above, 
ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
Call to Prayer:  

Ah, Holy Jesus 
 
Prayers of the People 
Pastoral Prayer 
Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
Prayer Response: Youth Bells 

How Great Thou Art/ This Is Our Father’s World 
  

†Prayer of Illumination 
Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit, that, as the Scriptures 
are read and your Word proclaimed, we may hear your call to holy living. Amen. 
 
Scripture 
1 Peter 3:18-22 
For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to 
bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also 
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he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison who in former times did not obey, 
when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a 
few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. And baptism, which this prefigured, 
now saves you--not as a removal of dirt from the  body, but as an appeal to God for a good 
conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the 

right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.  
Mark 1:9-15 
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 
And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the  Spirit 
descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, "You are my Son, the 
Beloved; with you I am well pleased." And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the 
wilderness. He was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild 
beasts; and the angels waited on him. Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, 
proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of 

God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news." 
This is the Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God! 

 
Sermon 
Title: Now Temptation We Know 
 
Invitation to Christ and the Church 
 
Invitational Hymn 

Hope of the World 
 
Receiving of New Members 

(Congregational Response) 
We give thanks for all that God has already given you and we welcome you in Christian 

love. As members together with you at Christ United Methodist Church, 
we renew our covenant faithfully to participate in the ministries of the Church by our 

prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness, that in everything 
God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
Benediction (The Light of Christ Taken into the World) 
 
Benediction Response 
 Holy Ground (Chorus) 
 
Postlude 


