
 
July 3rd, 2016 

The Worshiping Community 
 
 

Embracing The Deeper & Truer Christ Story –  
Worship is a Communal Activity that Instructs and Invites Us 

into a Deeper Relationship with God and One Another. 
 
How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord of hosts!  2My soul longs, yes, faints 
for the courts of the Lord; my heart and flesh sing for joy to the living God. … 4Blessed 
are those who dwell in your house, ever singing your praise! … 10For a day in your 
courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. I would rather be a doorkeeper in the 
house of my God than dwell in the tents of wickedness. - Psalm 84:1-2,4,10 ESV 
 
When I first became a Christian, about fourteen years ago, I thought that I could do it on 
my own, by retiring to my rooms and reading theology, and I wouldn't go to churches 
and Gospel Halls; ... I disliked very much their hymns, which I considered fifth-rate poems 
set to sixth-rate music. But as I went on I saw the great merit of it. I came up against 
different people of quite different outlooks and different education, and then gradually 
my conceit just began peeling off. I realized that the hymns (which were just sixth-rate 
music) were, nonetheless, being sung with devotion and benefit by an old saint in elastic 
boots in the opposite pew, and then you realize that you aren't fit to clean those boots. It 
gets you out of your solitary conceit. - C. S. Lewis 
 

The Church Jesus Is Building 
 

 
And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and the prayers. 43And awe came upon every soul, and many 
wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 44And all who believed were 
together and had all things in common. 45And they were selling their possessions and 
belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46And day by day, 
attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their 
food with glad and generous hearts, 47praising God and having favor with all the 
people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.  
- Acts 2:42-47 ESV (see also Matthew 16:18) 

 



1. A Word-Centered Church 

 
So faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes through the message 
about Christ. - Romans 10:17 HCSB 
 
For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest two-edged 
sword, cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It exposes our 
innermost thoughts and desires. 13Nothing in all creation is hidden from God. 
Everything is naked and exposed before his eyes, and he is the one to whom we are 
accountable. - Hebrews 4:12-13 NLT 
 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 
 
 

2. A People-Loving Church 

 
Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor.  
- Romans 12:10 ESV 
 
Don’t run up debts, except for the huge debt of love you owe each other. When you 
love others, you complete what the law has been after all along. The law code—don’t 
sleep with another person’s spouse, don’t take someone’s life, don’t take what isn’t 
yours, don’t always be wanting what you don’t have, and any other “don’t” you can 
think of—finally adds up to this: Love other people as well as you do yourself. You 
can’t go wrong when you love others - Romans 13:8-10 MSG 
 
 

3. A Worship-Balanced Church 

 
But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the 
Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him. 24God is 
spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth. - John 4:23-24 ESV 
 

Ephesians 5:18-19; Colossians 3:16; Hebrews 2:4 
 
 

4. A Mission-Driven Church 

 
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth. 
 - Acts 1:8 ESV 
 
 
At the center of all this, Christ rules the church. The church, you see, is not peripheral 
to the world; the world is peripheral to the church. The church is Christ’s body, in which 
he speaks and acts, by which he fills everything with his presence.  
- Ephesians 1:22-23 MSG 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

WALK THE TALK 
A Growth Group Guide 

 

1. Why must we break free from seeing worship as just the part of the service 
when we sing songs? Why must worship be seen in every aspect of our 
“Worship Service”? What other aspects are there to worshiping together? 

 
 
 
2. Under the heading, “The Church Jesus is Building” which of the four are 

you most alert and active with? Explain. Which of the four do you need to 
awaken to more?     

 
 
 
3. Reflecting on Psalm 84 above in your notes, why is it vital that we 

understand the concept of corporately being God’s “dwelling place”? What 
are some of the things you would add to make God’s church a better 
dwelling place?    

 
 
 
4. Look at Ephesians 1:22-23 in the Message Translation above. Have you 

ever thought of how significant God sees the importance of the Church to 
the world? How do you see Christ speaking and acting through his Church 
today? Where does it seem crippled or mute today? How can Christ’s 
presence fill the community better through the agency of his church? 
 

  

I Will Merge by… 
 

Memorizing Ephesians 1:22-23. 
Giving priority to worshiping with God’s people. 
Actively contributing to the church that Jesus is building. 
Giving my life to Jesus as Savior and Lord, for the first time. 
 
 



SOUL TRAINING – WORSHIP 
A Personal  T ransformation Exerc ise  

 

The Pr inc ip le :  
 In  Psa lm 100:4,  David  writes  to  enter  H is  gates  with  
thanksg iving and His courts with  pra ise .  For  many of  us,  coming  
into a  worship  service can seem l ike many th ings that  i t  i s  not .  
For  some peop le i t  i s  a  per formance,  or  spectac le,  something to  
look at  an d enjoy vi sual ly  and aud ibly .  For  others i t  can be 
someth ing they “endure” to  get  to  the sermon or  other  part  of  
the service.  Sometimes we get  hooked up on  the wrong idea  
about  worsh ip  instead of  rea l iz ing that  i t  i s  an inv itat ion into  
the presence of  God.  More important ly  for  the Church,  worship  
is  corporate  more than  it  i s  indiv idua l .  I t  i s  a  chance for  the  
body of  Chr ist  to  come together to  l i ft  h igh  the name of  Jesus .  
   
 

The Plan:   
 Th is  week the goal  i s  to  make your  corporate worship  
more meaningful  by  engag ing in  a  few acts  o f  preparat ion .  The 
fo l lowing are some gu idel ines,  not  laws,  that  may be help ful  as  
you seek  to  experience the wonder o f  worship.  

1.  Prepar e through m argin .  Too many t imes,  Sunday  
mornings can be rushed.  Marg in  i s  t ime to  a l low us  
to  not  fee l  “rushed” and to  be comfortable,  re laxed,  
and de-st ressed.  Mak ing margin  in  our  morning 
a l lows us to  come to worsh ip  with  the r ight  att i tude.  

2.  Arr ive Ear ly .  R ichard Foster  o f fers th is  advice:  "Enter  
the service  ten minutes ear ly .  L i f t  your heart  in  
adorat ion  to the K ing of  g lory."  Th is  can help  you  
apprec iate worsh ip  and reduces  the d ist ract ions  that  
often happen when you come in  late .  

3.  Come with Holy Expectanc y.  Pray th is  type of  prayer  
regular ly  when you are  about  to  engage in  worsh ip.  
"Sp ir i t ,  speak to  me.  Jesus,  teach me.  Father ,  let  me 
experience your love and power."  

4.  Focus on One Aspect  of  Worship th is  Week.  There 
are  many aspects to  a  serv ice (music,  communion,  
prayer,  teaching,  preaching,  a l tar  response).  This  
week,  focus on one part icu lar  element of  worsh ip.  
Ref lect  on i t s  mean ing  –  why do we do th is? How is  i t  
being received? Etc .   

5 .  Apply One Th ing .  What  is  God ask ing you to do as a  
resu lt  o f  the service? What next  steps can you  take?   


