
 
October 25th, 2015 

Turning To God’s Holiness 
 
 
 

1. Reject the FALSE NARRATIVE:  
 

GOD IS A BIG OLE TEDDY BEAR 
 

A God without wrath brought men without sin into a kingdom without judgment 
through the ministrations of a Christ without a Cross – H. Richard Niebuhr 

 

2. Embrace the JESUS NARRATIVE:  
 

THE JUDGMENT OF GOD IS JUST  
 
Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear 
his voice 29 and come out, those who have done good to the resurrection of life, and 
those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment. - John 5:28-29 (ESV) 
 
I tell you, on the day of judgment people will give account for every careless word they 
speak, 37 for by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be 
condemned. - Matthew 12:36-37 (ESV)  
 
Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not 
see life, but the wrath of God remains on him. - John 3:36 (ESV) 
 

God’s Wrath Is… 
 

1. CENTERED IN PATHOS NOT PASSION 
 

 HUMAN ANGER: Proverbs 29:22; Genesis 49:7; Amos 1:11 

 DIVINE WRATH:  Ezekiel 18:23; Jeremiah 26:3 
 

The Lord isn’t really being slow about his promise, as some people think. No, he is 
being patient for your sake. He does not want anyone to be destroyed, but wants 
everyone to repent. - 2 Peter 3:9-10 (NLT) 
 

Scriptures on God relenting: Exodus 32:14; 1 Chronicles 21:5; Psalm 106:45; Jeremiah 
18:7-8, 11—12, 17; 26:3; Ezekiel 18:23, 32; 33:11; Jonah 3:9-10; 2 Peter 3:9-10  



2. AN ACTION NOT AN ATTRIBUTE  
In a burst of anger I turned my face away for a little while. But with everlasting love I 
will have compassion on you,” says the Lord, your Redeemer. - Isaiah 54:7-8 (NLT) 
 

Hosea 11:8-9; 14:4; Micah 7:18; Lamentations 3:31-33 

 
For the Lord will rise up… he will be roused; to do his deed—strange is his deed! and to 
work his work—alien is his work! – Isaiah 28:21 (ESV) 

 
God’s holiness: Exodus 15:11; Leviticus 11:44; Isaiah 6:3; God’s love: 1 John 4:8,16 

 
 
 
 

3. BASED ON HIS RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT  
But because you are stubborn and refuse to turn from your sin, you are storing up 
terrible punishment for yourself. For a day of anger is coming, when God’s righteous 
judgment will be revealed. 6 He will judge everyone according to what they have done. 
- Romans 2:5-6 (NLT) 
 

Psalm 62:11-12; Proverbs 24:12; John 3:18-19 
 
 
 
 

4. AGAINST SIN & FOR ME  
For God is not an indifferent bystander. He’s actively cleaning house, torching all that 
needs to burn, and he won’t quit until it’s all cleansed. God himself is Fire! - Hebrews 
12:28-29 (MSG) (see also: Romans 1:18) 
 
 
 
 

5. COVERED IN THE CROSS  
He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the 
whole world. - 1 John 2:2 (ESV) 
 
Romans 3:23-24; 5:9-10 (MSG); 1 Thessalonians 1:10 
 
Talk and act like a person expecting to be judged by the Rule that sets us free. For if 
you refuse to act kindly, you can hardly expect to be treated kindly. Kind mercy wins 
over harsh judgment every time. -  James 2:12-13 (MSG) 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
WALK THE TALK 
A Growth Group Guide 

 

1. Have you found it to be true that people often err on both sides of 
God’s character by seeing him as too angry or too gracious? Why do 
we tend to adopt the extremes instead of embracing the middle 
ground?  
 

2. When you read the words of Jesus on judgment (First part of outline 
above), why do you think so many of us want to skip over these and 
go to the passages on love?   
 

3. Look over the section called, God’s Wrath Is…, and state the one 
that helped you the most in embracing this difficult aspect of God’s 
holiness and love. Explain why you picked that one.  

 
4. If God’s love were to burn something out of your life that is holding 

you back, what would it be?   
 
5. If God wasn’t concerned with sin and evil, how might that hurt us? 
 
6. If the “doors of Hell are locked from the inside,” as James Bryan 

Smith says in The Good and Beautiful God on page 125, how does 
that help you to see Hell as more of a place that is self-chosen?   

 
  

I Will Turn To God by… 
 

Memorizing 2 Peter 3:9 

Working to honor God’s holiness for my life. 
Accepting that God loves me enough to correct me. 
Surrendering my life, for the first time, to Christ as my Savior. 
 
 



SOUL TRAINING – MARGIN 
A Per sonal  Transformat ion Exerc ise  

 
The Pr inc iple:  
 Every  p iece  o f  paper  has a  margin .  I t ’ s  the space on the 
top,  bottom,  and  sides that  i s  b lank .  Genera l ly  speaking,  there  
is  nothing there and it  serves to  give the document a  form. A  
page with  no margins would look  too  crowded.  I t  wou ld be hard  
to  focus,  and fo l low a long,  because there would be too much  
happening.  Our l i ves can get  l ike th is.  More and more today ,  we 
crowd the margins o f  our  l i ves  to  the point  where th ings  
become chaot ic .  We plan our schedu les so jam -packed fu l l  o f  
th ings  to  do  that  we bare ly  have any  room to  s low down and  
breathe.  We can have a  hard t ime focusing,  fo l lowing a long,  
and even  keeping t rack  of  our  l i fe .  The more we run our l i ves 
with  l i t t le to  no marg in,  the more l ikely  we are to  eventual ly  
break down.  “Margin less”  l i ves  lead  to  stress,  exhaust ion,  and a  
world  o f  other  health,  menta l ,  sp ir i tua l ,  and emotional  
problems.  When we lack margin  in  our  l i ves ,  we become t i red,  
lonely ,  and joy less,  wh ich inv ites temptat ion.   
 Margin  i s  important .  This  i s  d i f ferent  than vacat ion or  
Sabbath (those are important  and  we’ l l  get  to  that ) .  Marg in  i s  
regu lar ,  and maybe even schedu led ,  space in  our  day and/or 
week where there is  nothing.  This  i s  a  regu lar  t ime of  rest ,  and  
even si lence,  that  causes us to  s low down.  Margin  restores and  
balances our  sou l ,  thus  increasing our  capac ity  for  joy.  Marg in  
is  d irect ly  related to hol iness because i t  a l lows our bodies to  
funct ion correct ly ,  our  minds to  be at  peace,  and our souls  to  
be joyful .  The se th ings push back against  temptat ion and put  us 
in  a  hea lth ier  and ho l ier  p lace.  
 
The P lan:   

The goa l  th is  week i s  to  create some margin.  You  may  
even want  to  th ink  about  cut t ing stu f f  out  o f  your l i fe .  Take an  
inventory  o f  your regular  schedule,  f igure out  what  i s  
absolute ly  essent ia l ,  and try  to  start  removing  or  sca l ing back  
the rest .  Here are some t ips:  

1.  Ge t  u p t en m i nu t es  ear l i e r  an d cr ea te  a  sp ace fo r  s i l en ce  
be for e yo u be g in  yo ur  da y .  Tak e th i s  t im e to  may b e pra y  
or  r ea d a  d evo t io na l  t ho u gh t  o r  s cr i p tu r e.  

2.  Cu t  ou t  unne ces sary  en te r ta i nm e nt  act iv i t i e s .  
3. Explor e  t he  t h i n gs  yo u do  most  o f t e n a n d f in d w ay s  to  

re d uce  t he ir  f r e q ue ncy  wi tho ut  cu tt i ng  i t  ou t  o f  you r  l i f e .    


