
 
October 18th, 2015 

Turning To God’s Love 
 
 

1. Reject the FALSE NARRATIVE:  
 

GOD LOVES US ONLY WHEN WE ARE GOOD. 
 
“None is righteous, no, not one; 11 no one understands; no one seeks for God. 12 All 
have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, not even 
one.” – Romans 3:10-12 (ESV) 
 

 

 

2. Embrace the JESUS NARRATIVE:  
 

GOD LOVES US, PERIOD.  
 
 As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at his tax 
collector’s booth. “Follow me and be my disciple,” Jesus said to him. So Matthew got 
up and followed him. 10 Later, Matthew invited Jesus and his disciples to his home as 
dinner guests, along with many tax collectors and other disreputable sinners. 11 But 
when the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with 
such scum?” 12 When Jesus heard this, he said, “Healthy people don’t need a doctor—
sick people do.” 13 Then he added, “Now go and learn the meaning of this Scripture: ‘I 
want you to show mercy, not offer sacrifices.’ For I have come to call not those who 
think they are righteous, but those who know they are sinners.” - Matthew 9:9-13 
(NLT) 
 
 
 
 
For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone 
who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. 17 God sent his Son into the 
world not to judge the world, but to save the world through him.  - John 3:16-17 (NLT) 

 
 
 



The Prodigal God 
Luke 15:11-32 

 

PRODIGAL: WASTEFULLY EXTRAVAGANT; ON A LAVISH SCALE 
 

A GOD WHOSE LOVE… 
 

1. ...LET’S US WASTE HIS INHERITANCE 
A man had two sons. 12 The younger son told his father, ‘I want my share of your 
estate now before you die.’ So his father agreed to divide his wealth between his sons. 
13 A few days later this younger son packed all his belongings and moved to a distant 
land, and there he wasted all his money in wild living. – Luke 15:11-13 (NLT) 
 
 
 

2. ...LOOKS FOR OUR RETURN  
So he returned home to his father. And while he was still a long way off, his father saw 
him coming. Filled with love and compassion, he ran to his son, embraced him, and 
kissed him. 21His son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against both heaven and you, 
and I am no longer worthy of being called your son.’ – Luke 15:20-21 (NLT) 

 

 

3. ...RESTORES US TO HIS HEART  
But his father said to the servants, ‘Quick! Bring the finest robe in the house and put it 
on him. Get a ring for his finger and sandals for his feet. 23 And kill the calf we have 
been fattening. We must celebrate with a feast, 24 for this son of mine was dead and 
has now returned to life. He was lost, but now he is found.’ So the party began. – Luke 
15:22-24 (NLT) 
 
 
 

4. …SMITES OUR SELF-RIGHTEOUSNESS  
Meanwhile, the older son was in the fields working. When he returned home, he heard 
music and dancing in the house, 26 and he asked one of the servants what was going 
on. – Luke 15:25-26 NLT 
 
Tax collectors and other notorious sinners often came to listen to Jesus teach. 2 This 
made the Pharisees and teachers of religious law complain that he was associating 
with such sinful people—even eating with them! 3 So Jesus told them this story – Luke 
15:1-3 NLT 
 
 
 
We can understand someone dying for a person worth dying for, and we can 
understand how someone good and noble could inspire us to selfless sacrifice. But God 
put his love on the line for us by offering his Son in sacrificial death while we were of 
no use whatever to him. – Romans 5:7-8 (MSG) 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

WALK THE TALK 
A Growth Group Guide 

 

1. Have any of you ever experienced or known someone who has 
experienced rejection from a local church? How did that make you feel?  
 

2. Has the performance-based false narrative even been part of your own 
way of thinking in your relationship with God? Do you sometimes feel that 
God’s love is tied to your behavior?   
 

3. Do you ever think that people would gossip about who you hang out with? 
Why did Jesus hang out with questionable people? What was his objective 
and why does that matter?  

 
4. Have you ever been in a position to love someone who rejected you? Or 

have you ever been loved by someone you have hurt? Describe.   
 
5. From The Good and Beautiful God: “Our self-righteousness does not turn 

God from us, but us from God. It is not my sin that moves me away from 
God, it is my refusal of grace, both for myself and for others” (p. 102). 
What is your reaction to this statement? How can we recognize self-
righteousness in our lives? 

 
A Group Lectio Divina using this passage: Those who are well have no need of 
a physician, but those who are sick. Go and learn what this means, “I desire 
mercy, not sacrifice.” For I have come to call not the righteous but sinners. 
(Matthew 9:12-13) 

 The first time the Scripture is read, let the Word soak into your mind. Allow 
a few minutes of silence.  

 The second time the Scripture is read, note any word that God seems to be 
emphasizing. After the second reading, anyone in the group can share the 
word or phrase that spoke to them, but they should not elaborate.  

 Read the passage a third time. This time, allow God to reveal to you the 
significance of this word. Spend three to five minutes in silence, conversing 
with God. After the silence, anyone who is willing can share what they felt 
God spoke to them through the passage.   

I Will Turn To God by… 
 

Memorizing Romans 5:8 

Refusing to measure my worth by my own righteousness. 
Embracing his unconditional love for me. 
Surrendering my life, for the first time, to Christ as my Savior. 
 
 



SOUL TRAINING – LECTIO DIVINA 
A Per sonal  Transformat ion Exerc ise  

 
The Pr inc iple:  
 Lect io  D ivina i s  a  lat in  term that ,  l i tera l ly  t rans lated,  
means “d iv ine read ing .”  I t  is  a  method of  reading the Bib le that  
involves l i s tening with  the heart .  I t ’ s  an ancient  pract ice that  
goes a l l  the way back to  the Hebrew t rad it ion of  reading select  
passages o f  the Bib le with  speci f i c  pauses and concentrat ion on  
certa in  words.  
 In  Lect io  D ivina ,  we turn to  a  passage of  the Bib le,  
usua l ly  a  short  one,  and read i t  over  and over,  very  s lowly,  
ref lect ing on each word and phrase whi le paying attent ion to  
the impact  o f  each of  the words  on our hearts .  In  th is  way,  we 
are  pray ing the scr iptures,  and lett ing the B ib le read us .  This  
exercise wi l l  take t ime,  rush ing through it  wi l l  not  ach ieve the 
resu lt s  that  are in tended.   
 
The P lan:  How Do You Do Lect io  Div ina ?  
 

1.  Se l ect  a  pa ss ag e.  Fo r  t h is  wee k,  us e 1  Co r i nt h ia ns  1 3:4 - 8 .  
2.  Spe n d a  mi n ut e o r  two r e l ax in g an d b rea t hi n g de e pl y .  
3.  Fir st  Read ing :  Rea d t h e pa ss ag e t hro u gh o ne t im e,  s lowly .  

Pau se  b e twe e n e ac h ph ra s e/c la us e.  
4.  Sec ond  Read ing :  R ea d t h e t ext  s lowl y  onc e a ga i n ,  pa us i ng  

be twe e n p h ra se s.  T hi s  t i me,  p a us e lo ng e r  an d s ee i f  a ny  
word s  or  ph ra s es  ca tc h your  at te nt io n or  s ta n d out .  Not e 
th e se as  yo u go .  

5.  Th ird  Read ing :  Re re ad t h e pa s sa ge up to  th e wor d  or  ph ra se  
tha t  stoo d o ut  to  you .  W he n you  r eac h th at  wor d or  p h ra se,  
sto p a n d re p eat  i t  a  few  t i me s.  

6.  Ponder ing :  R ef l ect  for  a  w hi le  on t he p hr as e th at  st ood ou t  to  
you.  Re p eat  i t  a  few  mor e t im e s.  L et  t he wo r ds  i nt erac t  w it h  
your  t hou g ht s ,  yo ur  m em ori es ,  an d an y  ot he r  B i b l e  pas sa g es  
tha t  com e to  m i nd .  Be g in  to  won de r ,  “Wh at  doe s  G od wa nt  to  
te l l  me  s p ec i f ica l ly? ”  

7.  Prayer :  Tu rn t hat  la st  q u e st ion i nto  a  p ray er ,  as k i n g  God w ha t  
He wa nt s  to  te l l  yo u in  t h i s  pa ss ag e.  Tak e t i me  to  l i s t e n  
qu i et ly  an d w r i te  dow n w hat  Go d mi g ht  b e say in g.  

8.  Rest :  B e  st i l l  an d  s i l e nt  for  a  w hi l e .  E njoy  b e i ng  i n  t he  
pr e se nc e o f  God .  I n  t h is  s te p ,  yo u mov e f rom do i n g  to  b e in g.  
Ju st  be  fo r  a  w hi l e .  

9. Respon se :  As k you r se l f  a nd God,  “W hat  am I  b e in g ca l le d to  
do as  a  r es u lt  of  t h e wor d  I  hav e be e n g iv en? ”  W ha tev er  t hat  
i s ,  wr i t e  i t  dow n,  a n d do  i t !  

 
 


