
 
September 27th, 2015 

Turning To God’s Goodness 
 

 
 

1. Reject the FALSE NARRATIVE:  
 

THE GOD OF THE WOODSHED 
 
You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the Lord your God am a jealous 
God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth 
generation of those who hate me – Exodus 20:5 ESV 
 

 

2. Embrace the JESUS NARRATIVE:  
 

GOD IS GOOD ALL THE TIME  
 
 

 JESUS STORY #1: Luke 13:1-5 
 
 

 JESUS STORY #2: John 9:1-5 
 
 
 

The Goodness of God from A-G 
 
 

A. GOD IS THE STANDARD OF GOODNESS 

No one is good except God alone. – Luke 18:19 (see also, Jeremiah 9:24) 
 

 

B. GOD IS THE SOURCE OF ALL GOODNESS 

Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of 
lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. – James 1:17 
 



C. GOD CREATED ALL THINGS GOOD 
Everything created by God is good! – 1 Timothy 4:4 (see also, Genesis 1:4, 31) 
 

 

D. GOD IS GOOD TO GOOD & BAD ALIKE   

Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be sons of 
your Father who is in heaven. For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, 
and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. – Matthew 5:44-45 (see also, Luke 6:35; 
Acts 14:17; Psalm 145:9) 
 

 

E. GOD WOOS US BY GOODNESS 

Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, not 
knowing that God’s kindness is meant to lead you to repentance? – Romans 2:4 (see 
also, Titus 3:4-5) 
 

 

F. GOD WORKS GOOD OUT OF THE BAD FOR HIS PEOPLE 

And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those 
who are called according to his purpose. – Romans 8:28 (see also, Genesis 50:20; Psalm 
84:11) 
 

A QUOTE WORTH PONDERING 
 
Augustine of Hippo: We do not know why God’s judgment makes a good man poor, and 
a wicked man rich. . . . Nor why the wicked man enjoys the best of health, whilst the man 
of religion wastes away in illness. . . . Even then it is not consistent. . . . Good men also 
have good fortune and evil men find evil fortunes. . . . So though we do not know by 
what judgment these things are carried out or permitted by God, in whom is the highest 
virtue and the highest wisdom and the highest justice, and in whom there is no 
weakness nor rashness nor unfairness, it is none the less beneficial for us to learn not to 
regard as important the good or evil fortunes which we see shared by good and evil 
persons alike. Rather we must seek out the good things peculiar to the good, and give 
the widest berth to the evils peculiar to evil men.” 
 

 

G. GOD IS THE HEART OF GOODNESS 

Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good! – Psalm 34:8 (see also, Psalm 73:25-26; 16:11; 
42:1-2) 
 
 

THE JESUS WHO BELIEVES IN ME! 
 
I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. And the life 
that I now live in my body, I live by faith, indeed, by the faithfulness of God’s Son, who 
loved me and gave himself for me. – Galatians 2:19-20 CEB 
 
I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will 
have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world. – John 16:33  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

WALK THE TALK 
A Growth Group Guide 

 

1. What form of discipline did your parents use on you? Did you feel it was 
fair or not?  
 

2. Have you ever felt that God was punishing you because of your 
misbehavior? Or has something bad happened to you and you wondered 
what you did to deserve it?  

 
3. Why do we need to see who God really is through the eyes of Jesus? And 

why is the following a false narrative: “God is an angry judge. If you do 
well, he will bless you and if you sin he will punish you”? Why do you think 
we always want to assess the sinfulness of others when bad things 
happen? 

 
4. Of the seven things (The Goodness of God from A-G) about God’s 

goodness, which one or ones help to stir you more positively toward his 
goodness? Explain. 

 
5. How does Augustine’s quote, above, help you see better through the 

unfairness we find in life? What good have you experienced from doing 
good to someone else? 

 
6. How does knowing that Jesus believes in you, at a personal level, help you 

face the setbacks in life?  

 

  

I Will Turn To God by… 
 

Memorizing Romans 8:28 

Embracing His over-arching goodness for my life. 
Experiencing the personal presence of Jesus’ heart for me. 
Surrendering my life, for the first time, to Christ as my savior. 
 

 



SOUL TRAINING – SILENCE AND       

AWARENESS OF CREATION 
A Per sonal  Transformat ion Exerc ise  

 
The Pr inc iple:  
 What  can we do to help  us know and experience the 
goodness of  God? What  can we do to  become more aware of  the  
God Jesus knows? There are two exerc ises th is  week a imed at  
help ing us do th is .  The f i r st  involves s lowing down,  becoming 
quiet  and  learning to  be present  in  the present  moment.  The 
second enta i l s  paying attent ion to  the beauty  that  surrounds  
us.   
 We l ive  in  a  wor ld  that  is  a lways moving.  For  most  o f  us ,  
i t  i s  rare that  we ever  stop to  be st i l l .  I t  is  because of  our  fast -
paced,  and non -stop,  society  that  we need to be intent ional  
about s lowing down and  being st i l l .  “Be st i l l  and  know that  I  am 
God…”  (Psalm 46:10)  
 
The P lan:   
 Th is  week,  take t ime  to do  two  th ings.  The f ir st  i s  to  
take f ive minutes  each  day th is  week to be s i lent  and st i l l .  F i nd 
a  cup  of  someth ing  del ic ious,  a long  with  a  comfy cha ir ,  and si t  
quiet ly ,  preferab ly  a lone.  Here are some t ips :  
 

1 .  Look for ,  and try  to  create ,  smal l  port ions o f  free 
t ime in  your day.  Get  up  ear l ier ,  leave ear l ier ,  etc.  

2.  I f  you f ind your mind running,  try ing to  remember  
th ings and solv ing prob lems,  t ry  jot t ing th ings  down 
on a  notepad as they come ,  so as to  not  dwel l  on  
them.  

3.  Try  easing into  the f ive  minutes  o f  s i lence  by  reading 
the Bib le or  praying for  a  minute or  two.  

 
The second th ing to  do  th is  week i s  to  take t ime to be 

aware of  creat ion .  Creat ion speaks to  the goodness and g lory  of  
God through dazz l ing colors and intoxicat ing scents.  Beaut i fu l  
sunrises and sunsets happen twice a  day and we rare ly  not i ce  
them.  This  we ek,  spend  some t ime outside .  Take a  note  pad  or  
b lank p iece o f  paper and ei ther  jo t  do wn or  draw what  you see.  
Doing th is  wi l l  help  you focus on the detai l s  of  what  you are  
seeing.  Avoid  the temptat ion to take p ictures or  invo lve  
technology that  wou ld  caus e d istract ion and/ or shar ing what  
you are doing on  socia l  med ia.  Let  th is  t ime be between you,  
God,  and creat ion .  


