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The Reconciling Community 
 

 

Embracing The Deeper & Truer Christ Story – 
Knowing We Are Forgiven In Christ Heals Us So That  

We, Too, Can Be Healers 

 
 
All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the 
ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, 
not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of 
reconciliation. –  2 Corinthians 5:18-19 (ESV) 
 
 
 
 

Jesus’ Great Lesson on the Spirit of Forgiveness 
 

1. It Cannot Be MEASURED. 
Then Peter came to him and asked, “Lord, how often should I forgive someone who 
sins against me? Seven times?” “No, not seven times,” Jesus replied, “but seventy 
times seven!” –  Matthew 18:21-22 (NLT) 
 
 

2. It is Based on God’s Own MEASURELESS GRACE. 
“Therefore, the Kingdom of Heaven can be compared to a king who decided to bring 
his accounts up to date with servants who had borrowed money from him. 24In the 
process, one of his debtors was brought in who owed him millions of dollars. 25He 
couldn’t pay, so his master ordered that he be sold—along with his wife, his children, 
and everything he owned—to pay the debt. 26“But the man fell down before his 
master and begged him, ‘Please, be patient with me, and I will pay it all.’ 27Then his 
master was filled with pity for him, and he released him and forgave his debt.  
– Matthew 18:23-27 (NLT) 



 

The Forgiveness of The Master 
 

a) FILLED WITH PITY  

b) RELEASED HIM  

c) FORGAVE HIS DEBT 

 
 

3. It Takes Having a TRANSFORMED HEART. 
“But when the man left the king, he went to a fellow servant who owed him a few 
thousand dollars. He grabbed him by the throat and demanded instant payment. 
29“His fellow servant fell down before him and begged for a little more time. ‘Be 
patient with me, and I will pay it,’ he pleaded. 30But his creditor wouldn’t wait. He had 
the man arrested and put in prison until the debt could be paid in full. 31“When some 
of the other servants saw this, they were very upset. They went to the king and told 
him everything that had happened. 32Then the king called in the man he had forgiven 
and said, ‘You evil servant! I forgave you that tremendous debt because you pleaded 
with me. 33Shouldn’t you have mercy on your fellow servant, just as I had mercy on 
you?’ 34Then the angry king sent the man to prison to be tortured until he had paid his 
entire debt. 35“That’s what my heavenly Father will do to you if you refuse to forgive 
your brothers and sisters from your heart.” – Matthew 18:28-35 (NLT) 
 
 

4. It Values RELATIONSHIPS.  
“If another believer sins against you, go privately and point out the offense. If the 
other person listens and confesses it, you have won that person back. 16But if you are 
unsuccessful, take one or two others with you and go back again, so that everything 
you say may be confirmed by two or three witnesses. 17If the person still refuses to 
listen, take your case to the church. Then if he or she won’t accept the church’s 
decision, treat that person as a pagan or a corrupt tax collector.  
– Matthew 18:15-17 (NLT) 
 

 THE “JUST AS” PATTERN  
Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, 
forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must 
forgive. – Colossians 3:13 (NRSV) 

 

 THE “IN CHRIST” POWER 
Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in 
Christ has forgiven you. – Ephesians 4:32 (NRSV) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I Will Merge by… 
 

Memorizing 2 Corinthians 5:19. 
Bringing Christ’s message of reconciliation to the world. 
Letting the spirit of forgiveness work in my church through me. 
Giving my life to Jesus as Savior and Lord, for the first time. 
 
 



 
WALK THE TALK 

A Growth Group Guide 
 

1. Have you ever seen someone forgive the person that so deeply wounded 
them in some real way (like Stan in the sermon this week)? How did that 
affect you? How did that inspire you? 

 
 
2. Too often, we embrace the false narrative that says, “only when we forgive 

will we be forgiven and healed,” when the true narrative is, “only when we 
KNOW we have been forgiven will we find healing and become able to 
forgive.” As a group, discuss your comfort or discomfort with these ideas. 
Where do you agree or disagree?   

 
 
3. Reread Matthew 18:21-35. Who do you most identify with in Jesus’ story 

of forgiveness? Explain why you picked that person.  
 
 
4. Of the four points in the outline above, which one really spoke to you the 

strongest?  
 

 
5. How has the “Just As” Pattern and the “In Christ” Power of Colossians 3:13 

and Ephesians 4:32 helped you to see that forgiveness is not something we 
generate from our own willpower?  

 
6. Have you ever confessed your own sin to someone else and had them 

affirm God’s forgiveness over you? How did that change your life? 
 

 
  



 

SOUL TRAINING – EXPERIENCING RECONCILIATION 
A Personal  T ransformation Exerc ise  

 

The Pr inc ip le :  
  Reconc i l iat ion and forg iveness can be made real  in  our  
l i ves through pract ices that  embed the story  o f  Jesus in to our  
l i ves.   
 

The Plan:   
 Th is  week ,  the p lan  i s  to  choose one of  three exercises,  
a l l  a imed at  mak ing reconci l iat ion  and forg iveness evident  in  
our  l i ves.   
Allowing others  to  forgive FOR you  -  Ident i fy  the person you  
would l ike to  forg ive but  are not  quite ready to  forgive.  Choose 
a  c lose fr iend who i s  a  Chr ist - fo l lower  and ask them to pray for  
you and the other  pe rson.  A  f r iend can l i ft  the  burden of f  your  
shou lders and help  you ,  when you a l low them to come  
alongside you in  prayer .  
Steps to  forg iv ing someone who has hurt  you –   
-  Ident ity :  The key to  forg iveness  i s  an awareness o f  your  own 
forgiveness.  Th is  wi l l  entai l  deep ref lect ion on Bib le passages  
that  announce your forgiveness.  E ither  memor ize or  meditate  
on the fo l lowing  passage –  “I f  anyone is  in  Christ ,  there  i s  a  
new creat ion :  everything old  has passed away;  see,  everything  
has become new! A l l  th is  is  from God,  who reconci led us to  
h imself  through Chr ist ,  and has g iven us the min istry  of  
reconci l ia t ion ;  that  i s ,  in  Christ  God  was reconci l ing the wor ld  
to  h imself ,  not  count ing their  trespasses agai nst  them, and  
entrust ing the message of  reconci l iat ion to  us.”  (2  Corinthians 
5:17 -19)  
-  Perspect ive :  I t  i s  he lp ful  to  pray for  the person you are try ing 
to  forgive.  Th is  usua l ly  helps  us to  get  a  new awareness o f  the  
person and his  or  her  s i tuat ion.  
Get a  New Perspect ive  on the Lord ’s  Supper  (Communion)  -  
Approach  th is  means  o f  grace with  new eyes.  The center  o f  the  
Lord 's  Supper  i s  the  reminder that  Chr ist  has reconci led the 
world  to  h imsel f .  L .  Gregory  Jones  puts  i t  th is  way :  "Chr ist ' s  
sacr i f ice relocate s our  l ives as forgiven betrayers,  as reconci led 
s inners,  in  communit ies o f  broken yet  restored communion."  
Ref lect  on  these wonderfu l  t ruths  as you p artake:  Jesus i s  
re locat ing your  l i fe,  re -narrat ing your l i fe,  and th is  me a l  i s  a  
tang ib le experience  of  t hat .  
 


