
THE POWER OF GOD’S GRACE
2 Samuel 4:4 Jonathan, Saul’s son, had a son who was lame in his feet. He was five years old when the news about Saul and 
Jonathan came from Jezreel and his nurse took him up and fled. And it happened, as she made haste to flee, that he fell and 
became lame. His name was Mephibosheth.
 
Picture with me the fear that Mephibosheth’s nurse felt as she ran for her 
life with the baby in her arms. She is running for her life and she trips and 
drops the child. He is injured and ends up lame for the rest of his life. Mephi-
bosheth who is Jonathan’s son was heir to the throne following the death of 
his grandfather and father.  Everyone knew that God had chosen David to be 
king and so Mephibosheth the rightful heir to the throne was in grave danger. 
It was common in the times of David that whenever a new King took over 
he would have every member of his predecessor’s family killed in order to 
eliminate the competition.
 
Question: How many of us have run away from God only to find ourselves 
crippled?  We run and fall into lust, greed, fear, intellectualism, materialism, 
cynicism, negativity, etc.  We end up lame, unable to walk.
 
2 Samuel 9:4-7 So the king said to him, where is he? And Ziba said to the king, indeed he is in the house of Machir the son 
of Ammiel,  in Lo Debar…Now when Mephibosheth the son of Jonathan, the son of Saul, had come to David, he fell on his 
face and prostrated himself. Then David said, Mephibosheth? And he answered, here is your servant!  So, David said to him, 
do not fear, for I will surely show you kindness for Jonathan your father’s sake, and will restore to you all the land of Saul 
your grandfather; and you shall eat bread at my table continually?
 
Lo Debar means no pasture.  Mephibosheth lived in the barren fields of Palestine where he was in hiding from David.  Can 
you imagine the fear and resentment in Mephibosheth? He has heard throughout his life that Kind David was a man to be 
avoided because he wants to kill you.  This is where we can discover restoration because of the Lord’s Grace! 
 
2 Samuel 9:4-7 So David said to him, do not fear, for I will surely show you kindness for Jonathan your father’s sake, and will 
restore to you all the land of Saul your grandfather; and you shall eat bread at my table continually?
 
God’s LOVE Restores! David demonstrates the love and grace of God  
 
God’s MERCY Restores! David would take Mephibosheth from a barren place, a place of dissatisfaction, frustration and 
emptiness and restored him to a place of honor, fill him and renew him. 
 
2 Samuel 9:8 Then he bowed himself, and said, what is your servant, that you should look upon such a dead dog as I…
 
God’s KINDNESS Restores! Mephibosheth is adopted into David’s family and made to be as one of his blood children, 
receiving all the benefits and rewards of being a son to the king. 
 
2 Samuel 9:10-12
• But Mephibosheth your master’s son ?shall eat bread at my table always. ?
• As for Mephibosheth,? said the king, he shall eat at ?my table like one of the king’s sons.?
• Mephibosheth had a young son named Mica and all the member of Ziba’s household were servants of Mephibosheth 

Mephibosheth name means an exterminator of the idols. He will lead the way in seeing that anything rising from the works 
of darkness will be broken down.  Mephibosheth is crippled and hardly looks like someone who will lead the battle.  
 
Mephibosheth was RESTORED by the Lord’s Grace!
 
2 Samuel 9:13 So Mephibosheth dwelt in Jerusalem, (1) for he ate continually at the king’s table. And (2) he ?was lame in 
both his feet.  

Is this not an amazing picture of God’s restorative work?
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