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Money provides a good test of the lordship of Christ. We are to use our resources wisely because they belong 
to God.

Luke 12:33-34 Sell what you have and give alms; provide yourselves money bags which do not grow old, a trea-
sure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches nor moth destroys. For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also.

 Ever been to McDonalds with a young child?  I used to visit McDonalds at least once a week for a lunch date 
with my son for over a year.  One lunch is forever imprinted in my mind.  My son orders his meal and we sit 
down to enjoy our typical lunch.  He spreads out his happy meal.  The smell of his fries is calling out to me.  
I reached over to grab ONE French Fry and my son immediately reaches over and pushs my hand away.  He 
tells me that these were HIS fries and I can’t have any!  I pulled my hand back and thought to myself, my son 
has a terrible attitude about the fries that I bought for him.  My young son dramatically and quite seriously 
pulls away the carton of fries moving them away and out of immediate danger of Dad’s reach.

God used this moment to teach me about stewardship.  I thought to myself, my son didn’t understand the 
fact of where these fries came from.  I am the one who went up to the counter to order them;  I paid for them!  
He missed an important point, I am his supplier of fries.  The reason he has any fries at all is because of me!  
Why wouldn’t he share of couple of fries with his Dad who bought the fries?

Does my son not realize that I can reach over and take those fries?  I have the power and strength to simply 
reached out and take away his fries.  In fact, if I wanted to I could have gone back to the counter and ordered 
more fries. In fact, I could of order 20 times as many fries! In fact, I could have buried my son in fries!

God spoke to me: This is exactly how I feel when you get stingy with the gifts I have given you. Do you under-
stand that I, the Lord, is the source of all those gifts?  And if I want to I can take them away or I can add to 
them. 

As a father, I realized what got to me was not the fact that I didn’t get any fries. What got me was the heart of 
my son in regards to what I had given him. 

Then I realized this is what injures the heart of God.  He blesses us and gives us time, talents and treasures 
and we turn around and act stingy, cheap and tightfisted. God spoke to me that this is how He feels about me 
when it comes to my stewardship.

1 Timothy 6:6-10 Yet true godliness with contentment is itself great wealth. After all, we brought nothing with 
us when we came into the world, and we can’t take anything with us when we leave it. So, if we have enough 
food and clothing, let us be content. But people who long to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many 
foolish and harmful desires that plunge them into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is the root of all 
kinds of evil. And some people, craving money, have wandered from the true faith and pierced themselves with 
many sorrows (NLT).

There are three components that contribute to understanding the abundant life Jesus offers:



Godliness: this passage contrasts the characteristics and consequences of godliness and godlessness. God-
liness requires training and develops inner spiritual qualities, while at the same time being apparent in the way 
we relate to others. Godliness exhibits true character exemplified in the way we serve others.

Contentment: Like godliness, contentment grows from our attitude toward living God’s way. “Contentment” 
was one of the highest Greek ethical qualities, meaning “sufficiency in self.” Christians turned it around to mean 
sufficiency in Christ. The Bible reveals the secret to contentment: complete reliance on Christ: I can do every-
thing through him who gives me strength (Philippians 4:13).

Contentment in Christ requires four decisions about the events and possessions of our life:

• We must focus on what God has already allowed us to have.
• We must disregard what we do not have.
• We must refuse to covet what others may have.
• We must give thanks to God for each and all of His gifts.

Gain: The benefits or profit that motivated the false teachers were neither lasting nor capable of bringing 
contentment. Their earthly profits would be left behind. What brings great gain has to do with eternal values. 
When material treasures become our focus, we quit contributing to our eternal accounts. Whatever gains we 
may experience in this life mean nothing if they cause us eternal bankruptcy (Matthew 6:19-24).

This provides the key to our spiritual growth and personal fulfillment. We honor God and center our desires on 
Him and we should be content with what God is doing in our lives!

Blessings!
Pastor Steve
 


