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Huntersville Lutheran 
 A Changeless Message for  

 A Changing Community  
8000 McIlwaine Rd Huntersville, NC 28078 

Worship @ 9:00am | Family Bible Hour @ 10:30 am 

Pastor@huntersvillelc.com | huntersvillelc.com | 248-807-3057 

elcome! Thank you for joining us for worship this morning. Our service is 
centered on our Savior, Jesus Christ, who lived, died, and rose from the dead so 
that we would have eternal life in him. God reveals this soul saving message in 

his Word. We gather to find strength though God’s powerful and holy Word. Take a few 
moments to familiarize yourself with the order of service, readings, and hymns, and fill out 
the take action card. May God bless our time together this morning.  

About Our Worship 
The gospel is the good news about what Jesus did to be the Savior for sinners. It is also the 
power of God—the very thing he uses to work faith in our hearts and transform our lives. 
Therefore, gospel-centered worship places the gospel in central focus. This order of service 
is called the liturgy. In the message, in specially selected Scripture readings, and in 
carefully crafted songs, prayers, and creeds, the liturgy proclaims the good news about 
Jesus from start to finish. Gospel-centered worship is also designed to include the 
participation of the entire assembly (including children).  

For Your Convenience 
Restrooms are located in the gathering space, to the left of the kitchen. There is also a 
family restroom located in the classroom 

Cry Room: If your little one needs some room to move around, head to the back of the 
sanctuary and you’ll find a cry room. You can also go into the Classroom off the gathering 
space if you need more space.   

Service Participants  
Rev. Douglas Van Sice, pastor of Huntersville Lutheran 
Mrs. Andrea Van Sice, pianist  

W 
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The Season | The Sundays in Lent |  

The word Lent comes from an Old English word for spring (“lengten,” the time of the year 
when the days grow longer). For the last 1700 years, the Church has set aside the 40 days 
between Ash Wednesday and Easter as a time of special preparation. It is a time of 
repentance and renewal.  

During Lent, our rejoicing is muted as we remember our Lord’s suffering and death. But it 
is with a purpose: we know that the Lord who died took up his life again on Easter Sunday 
morning. So our 40 days of Lent are ones lived in the certain hope of the resurrection. (For 
the precise counters in our congregation, the Church speaks of 40 days of Lent because 
they did not count the Sundays, which retained their significance as “little Easters.”) 

The color of the season is purple. Purple is the ancient color of royalty. We have this kind 
of king: he wore of crown of thorns, and carried a cross for us. Thanks be to God!  

The Series | Exactly What I Need | 

The season of Lent is a time when we recognize our greatest needs. During Lent, we see 
that in Christ all our greatest needs are met. God knows what I need even when I don’t 
have any idea. The Holy Spirit makes it clear, week after week, that if I lack Christ, I have 
nothing. But if I have Christ, I have exactly what I need.  

The Theme | Water | 

I recognize my deep spiritual thirst. I long for a good relationship with God and for 
everlasting life. I am tempted to satisfy that deep thirst with worldly things, a strategy 
doomed to failure. I realize that my thirst is satisfied only by the one who said, “Whoever 
drinks the water I give them will never thirst.” Jesus meets my greatest need.  
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GATHERING RITE FOR LENT 
Lent is a more pensive and contemplative season of the Church Year. For centuries 
Christians have adapted the worship service to focus hearts on our need for Christ’s 
perfect life that led to his sacrificial death and resurrection. This opening uses a 
hymn which encourages our souls to kneel before God and confess our sins, 
confidently knowing that through Christ’s redemptive work we have forgiveness, 
reconciliation, and peace with him. 

 

Invocation 

L In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen.  

L We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him has 
his dear children.  

C It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people,  
the sheep of his pasture.  Psalm 100:3 

L But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.  

C We all, like sheep, have gone astray,  
each of us has turned to our own way.  Isaiah 53:6 

L Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.  
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L Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus 
Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world.  

C The Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.  

L He was led like a lamb to the slaughter.  

C He took up our pain and bore our suffering.  

L He was pierced for our transgressions,  

C He was crushed for our iniquities;  

L The punishment that brought us peace was on him,  

C And by his wounds we are healed.  Isaiah 53:4-7 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
 
The leader sings:  

3.  Five bleeding wounds he bears, received on Calvary;  
They pour effectual prayers, they strongly plead for us. 
“Forgive them, O forgive,” they cry,  
“Forgive them, O forgive,” they cry,  
“Nor let those ransomed sinners die, 
Nor let those ransomed sinners die!” 
 

L As a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I say to you what God says to you: 
your sins are all forgiven in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit.  

C Amen.  

L Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise;  

C Give thanks to him and praise his name. 

L For the LORD is good and his love endures forever;  

C His faithfulness continues through all generations.  Psalm 100:4,5 
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Prayer of the Day 

L Let us pray. 

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have 
gone astray from your ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and 
steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of your 
Word; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Be seated 
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THE WORD 

 

 
 
 

First Reading Exodus 17:1–7 

 1The whole Israelite community set out from the Desert of Sin, traveling from 
place to place as the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was 
no water for the people to drink. 2So they quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us 
water to drink.” 
 Moses replied, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you put the LORD to the 
test?” 
 3But the people were thirsty for water there, and they grumbled against Moses. 
They said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt to make us and our children and 
livestock die of thirst?” 
 4Then Moses cried out to the LORD, “What am I to do with these people? They are 
almost ready to stone me.” 
 5The LORD answered Moses, “Go out in front of the people. Take with you some 
of the elders of Israel and take in your hand the staff with which you struck the 
Nile, and go. 6I will stand there before you by the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, 
and water will come out of it for the people to drink.” So Moses did this in the 
sight of the elders of Israel. 7And he called the place Massah and Meribah 
because the Israelites quarreled and because they tested the LORD saying, “Is the 
LORD among us or not?” 
  
L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm of the Day Psalm 95 

L Come, let us sing for joy to the LORD; 

C let us shout aloud to the rock of our salvation. 

L Let us come before him with thanksgiving 

C and extol him with music and song. 

L For the LORD is the great God, 

C the great King above all gods. 

L In his hand are the depths of the earth, 

C and the mountain peaks belong to him. 

L The sea is his, for he made it, 

C and his hands formed the dry land.   

L Come, let us bow down in worship, 

C let us kneel before the LORD our maker; 

L for he is our God and we are the people of his pasture, 

C the flock under his care. 

L Today, if only you would hear his voice, 

C “Do not harden your hearts  

L as you did at Meribah, 

C as you did that day at Massah in the wilderness.” 
 

  



 Page | 9 

Second Reading Romans 5:1–8 

 1Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2through whom we have gained access by faith 
into this grace in which we now stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of 
God. 3Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that 
suffering produces perseverance; 4perseverance, character; and character, hope. 
5And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into 
our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. 
 6You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the 
ungodly. 7Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good 
person someone might possibly dare to die. 8But God demonstrates his own love 
for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
  
L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

Gospel John 4:5–26 

 5So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob 
had given to his son Joseph. 6Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was 
from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about noon. 
 7When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give 
me a drink?” 8(His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.) 
 9The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan 
woman. How can you ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with 
Samaritans.) 
 10Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for 
a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.” 
 11“Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. 
Where can you get this living water? 12Are you greater than our father Jacob, who 
gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his 
livestock?” 
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13Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14but 
whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give 
them will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 
 15The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and 
have to keep coming here to draw water.” 
 16He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.” 
 17“I have no husband,” she replied. 
 Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no husband. 18The fact 
is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. 
What you have just said is quite true.” 
 19“Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. 20Our ancestors 
worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must 
worship is in Jerusalem.” 
 21“Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when you will worship 
the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22You Samaritans worship 
what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the 
Jews. 23Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will 
worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers 
the Father seeks. 24God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit 
and in truth.” 
 25The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he 
comes, he will explain everything to us.” 
 26Then Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking to you—I am he.” 
  
L The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 

Be seated 
 

Hymn of the Day I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say 
 Christian Worship #703 
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Sermon  The Water I Need 
Exodus 17:1-7 

  

Personal Sermon Notes 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth, 
        of all that is, 
        seen and unseen. 
  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
        eternally begotten of the Father, 
        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
        begotten, not made, 
        of one being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 
        and became truly human. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
    He suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the Lord, the giver of life, 
        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
        who in unity with the Father and the Son  
            is worshiped and glorified, 
        who has spoken through the prophets. 
    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Be seated 
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Prayer of the Church 

When the leader says, “Lord, in your mercy,” the congregation responds, “Hear our prayer.” 

 
THANKSGIVING 

Offering | The members of Huntersville Lutheran have joined together 
to do the Lord’s work in this community and around the world. If you 
would like to give digitally, simply scan the QR code or click on the “Give” 
tab in HLC’s app. Guests, you are welcome to participate in supporting our 
ministry, but certainly do not feel obligated.  

Connect Card | In your service folder, you will find connect cards. If you haven’t done 
so already, please take a moment and fill it out completely to give us a record of your 
attendance. You may also request prayers be said on your behalf. Please place the connect 
card in the offering plates as they are passed around.  
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THE SACRAMENT 
Huntersville Lutheran practices close communion, which means biblical 
conversation and confession with our church beforehand. It is our desire to share in 
the eternal blessings of this Sacrament according to the instructions that God 
himself gives. If you are new to Huntersville Lutheran, please know that many of 
those around you were at one time new, too. And, as you can see by their presence, 
this preliminary discussion has only brought us closer together to celebrate the 
Lord’s Supper in the way he has prescribed. Contact our pastor at any time.  
 

Preface  

L The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

L Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up to the Lord. 

L Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

L It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who brought the gift of salvation to all people by his death on the tree of the 
cross so that the devil, who overcame us by a tree, would in turn by a tree be 
overcome. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise 
your holy name and join their glorious song: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

L We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom 
you sent to be our Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. 
Through him you made all things; in him you are well pleased. He is the 
incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 
To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross and 
released from eternal death all who believe in you. 

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have 
gathered us together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your 
Spirit, unite us as one, and strengthen our faith so that we may praise you 
in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we glorify and honor you, O God our 
Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours 
 now and forever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

L Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 
my T body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 
you; this is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
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Jesus, Lamb of God  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Be seated 

Distribution 
During distribution, the congregation is invited to sing the following hymn.  

Distribution Hymn Beautiful Savior 
 Christian Worship #522 
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Stand 

L Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

C his mercy endures forever. 

L Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

C we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

L We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet you have 
given us in this Sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our 
hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit, help us to live as your holy people 
until that day when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the 
Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Blessing 

L The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Song of Departure O Lord, My Rock and My Redeemer 
 Christian Worship #539 
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