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2Kish had a son named Saul, as handsome a young man as could be found
anywhere in Israel, and he was a head taller than anyone else.
1 Samuel 9:2 (NIV)

% The Philistines assembled to fight Israel, with three thousand chariots, six
thousand charioteers, and soldiers as numerous as the sand on the
seashore. They went up and camped at Mikmash, east of Beth Aven.
¢ When the Israelites saw that their situation was critical and that their
army was hard pressed, they hid in caves and thickets, among the rocks,
and in pits and cisterns. ” Some Hebrews even crossed the Jordan to the
land of Gad and Gilead.
Saul remained at Gilgal, and all the troops with him were quaking with
fear.

1 Samuel 13:5-7 (NIV)

8He waited seven days, the time set by Samuel; but Samuel did not come
to Gilgal, and Saul’s men began to scatter. ° So he said, “Bring me the
burnt offering and the fellowship offerings.” And Saul offered up the burnt
offering. *° Just as he finished making the offering, Samuel arrived, and
Saul went out to greet him.
U “What have you done?” asked Samuel.

1 Samuel 13:8-11 (NIV)

4 temptations that can destroy us and the disciplines that can protect us

1. Getting God

13| remain confident of this:
| will see the goodness of the Lord
in the land of the living.
¥ Wait for the Lord;
be strong and take heart
and wait for the Lord.

Psalm 27:13-14 (NIV)

e The discipline of

17 Samuel said, “Although you were once small in your own eyes, did
you not become the head of the tribes of Israel? The Lord anointed
you king over Israel. ¥ And he sent you on a mission, saying, ‘Go and
completely destroy those wicked people, the Amalekites; wage war
against them until you have wiped them out.” *® Why did you not obey
the Lord? Why did you pounce on the plunder and do evil in the eyes
of the Lord?”
20“gyt | did obey the Lord,” Saul said. “I went on the mission the Lord
assigned me. | completely destroyed the Amalekites and brought back
Agag their king. ?* The soldiers took sheep and cattle from the
plunder, the best of what was devoted to God, in order to sacrifice
them to the Lord your God at Gilgal.”
1Samuel 15:17-21 (NIV)
2. Obeying

e The discipline of

24 Then Saul said to Samuel, “I have sinned. | violated the Lord’s
command and your instructions. | was afraid of the men and so | gave
in to them. % Now | beg you, forgive my sin and come back with me,
so that | may worship the Lord.”

26 But Samuel said to him, “I will not go back with you. You have
rejected the word of the Lord, and the Lord has rejected you as king
over Israel!”
30Saul replied, “I have sinned. But please honor me before the elders
of my people and before Israel; come back with me, so that | may
worship the Lord your God.”

1 Samuel 15:24-26, 30 (NIV)

3. Choosing the wrong

e The discipline of

19Then the Philistine said, “This day | defy the armies of Israel! Give
me a man and let us fight each other.” *1 On hearing the Philistine’s
words, Saul and all the Israelites were dismayed and terrified.

1 Samuel 17:10-11 (NIV)

4. your battles

e The discipline of

What will you build your life upon?




