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How God Shows His Sovereignty

1. Through

> People

2 The LORD was with Joseph so that he prospered, and he lived in the
house of his Egyptian master. 2 When his master saw that the LORD was
with him and that the LORD gave him success in everything he
did, # Joseph found favor in his eyes and became his attendant. Potiphar
put him in charge of his household, and he entrusted to his care
everything he owned. ° From the time he put him in charge of his
household and of all that he owned, the LORD blessed the household of
the Egyptian because of Joseph. The blessing of the LORD was on
everything Potiphar had, both in the house and in the field. ¢ So Potiphar
left everything he had in Joseph’s care; with Joseph in charge, he did not
concern himself with anything except the food he ate.

Genesis 39:2-6a (NIV)

Now Joseph was well-built and handsome, 7 and after a while his master’s
wife took notice of Joseph and said, “Come to bed with me!” & But he
refused. “With me in charge,” he told her, “my master does not concern
himself with anything in the house; everything he owns he has entrusted
to my care. ? No one is greater in this house than | am. My master has
withheld nothing from me except you, because you are his wife. How then
could | do such a wicked thing and sin against God?” 1° And though she
spoke to Joseph day after day, he refused to go to bed with her or even be
with her. * One day he went into the house to attend to his duties, and
none of the household servants was inside. 1 She caught him by his cloak
and said, “Come to bed with me!” But he left his cloak in her hand and ran
out of the house.

Genesis 39:6b-12 (NIV)

> People

1 Judah then said to his daughter-in-law Tamar, “Live as a widow in your
father’s household until my son Shelah grows up.” For he thought, “He
may die too, just like his brothers.” So Tamar went to live in her father’s
household.

Genesis 38:11 (NIV)

2. Through

> Circumstances

But while Joseph was there in the prison, ?* the LORD was with him; he
showed him kindness and granted him favor in the eyes of the prison
warden. %2 So the warden put Joseph in charge of all those held in the
prison, and he was made responsible for all that was done there. 2 The
warden paid no attention to anything under Joseph’s care, because the
LORD was with Joseph and gave him success in whatever he did.

Genesis 39:20b-23 (NIV)

4 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come close to me.” When they had
done so, he said, “I am your brother Joseph, the one you sold into

Egypt!° And now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with
yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save lives that God sent
me ahead of you. ¢ For two years now there has been famine in the land,
and for the next five years there will be no plowing and reaping. ” But God
sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant on earth and to save
your lives by a great deliverance. & “So then, it was not you who sent me
here, but God. He made me father to Pharaoh, lord of his entire household
and ruler of all Egypt. ° Now hurry back to my father and say to him, ‘This
is what your son Joseph says: God has made me lord of all Egypt. Come
down to me; don’t delay. 1° You shall live in the region of Goshen and be
near me—you, your children and grandchildren, your flocks and herds,
and all you have. ** | will provide for you there, because five years of
famine are still to come. Otherwise you and your household and all who
belong to you will become destitute.” Genesis 45:4-11 (NIV)

> Circumstances




25 So they went up out of Egypt and came to their father Jacob in the land
of Canaan. %6 They told him, “Joseph is still alive! In fact, he is ruler of all
Egypt.” Jacob was stunned; he did not believe them. ¥’ But when they told
him everything Joseph had said to them, and when he saw the carts
Joseph had sent to carry him back, the spirit of their father Jacob
revived. 2 And Israel said, “I’m convinced! My son Joseph is still alive. | will
go and see him before | die.”

Genesis 45:25-28 (NIV)

2 And God spoke to Israel in a vision at night and said, “Jacob! Jacob!”
“Here | am,” he replied. 2 “l am God, the God of your father,” he said. “Do
not be afraid to go down to Egypt, for | will make you into a great nation
there.

Genesis 46:2-3 (NIV)

28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who
love him,
Romans 8:28a (NIV)

41 will go down to Egypt with you, and | will surely bring you back again.
And Joseph’s own hand will close your eyes.”
Genesis 46:4 (NIV)

19 But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am | in the place of
God? ?° You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to
accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives. ?* So then,
don’t be afraid. | will provide for you and your children.” And he reassured
them and spoke kindly to them.

Genesis 50:19-21 (NIV)

24 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “I am about to die. But God will surely
come to your aid and take you up out of this land to the land he promised
on oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.”

Genesis 50:24 (NIV)
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