BE THE CHURCH




The primary “work of ministry” of a maturing, discipleship-
equipped church is spiritual formation; the relational process of
bringing all of life (thinking and actions) into submission to God.



25 [ herefore, having put away falsenood, let each one of you speak
the truth with his neighbor, for we are members one of another.
26 Be angry and do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your
anger, 27 and give no opportunity to the devil. 28 Let the thief no
longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing honest work with his

own hands, so that he may have something to share with anyone
N need.



29 | et no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such
as IS good for bullding up, as fits the occasion, that it may give
grace to those who hear. 30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of
God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31 Let
all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put
away from you, along with all malice. 32 Be kind to one another,
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you.



Ephesians 4:25 Off with old self

25 Therefore, having put away falsehood, |
let each one of you speak the truth with his neighbor, On with new self
for we are members one of another. v

Mind renewing truth

17you must no longer walk as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their minds...you...
were taught in him...to put off your old self, which belongs to your former

manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful desires, 23 and to be renewed in
the spirit of your minds, 24 and to put on the new self, created after the
likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.




Ephesians 4:26-27 Off with old self

26 Be angry and do not sin; |
do not let the sun go down on your anger, On with new self
27 and give no opportunity to the devil. '

Mind renewing truth

John 17:20-21
20 “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through

their word, 21 that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and | in you,
that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me.




28 | et the thief no longer steal,
but rather let him labor,
doing honest work with his own hands,
so that he may have something to share with anyone
N need.



29 | et no corrupting talk come out of your mouths,
out only such as is good for building up,

as fits the occasion,

that it may give grace to those who hear.

30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God,
oy whom you were sealed for the day of
redemption.



31 et all
pitterness
and wrath and anger
and clamor
and slander
oe put away from you,
along with all malice.
32 Be
Kind to one another,
tenderhearted,
 forgiving one another,
as God in Christ forgave you.



Putting off the old self, having the mind renewed, and putting on
the new self will Inform every area of relating to others in the
body of Christ including our speech, actions, and emotions. As
a result, the body will grow up into Christ and the body will build
tself up In love.
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Next Week
cphesians 5:1-14




