BE THE CHURCH




Putting off the old self, having the mind renewed, anad
putting on the new self will inform every area of relating to
others in the body of Christ including our speech, actions,

and emotions. As a result, the body will grow up Into

Christ and the body will build itself up in love.



I Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 2 And walk in
love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant
offering and sacrifice to God. 3 But sexual immorality and all
mpurity or covetousness must not even be named among you, as
IS proper among saints. 4 Let there be no filthiness nor foolish talk
Nor crude joking, which are out of place, but instead let there be
thanksgiving. ° For you may be sure of this, that everyone who Is
sexually iImmoral or impure, or who is covetous (that is, an
idolater), has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. .

6 Let no one decelve you with empty words, for because of these
things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience.



" Therefore do not become partners with them; 8 for at one time
yYOu were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as
children of light ® (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and
right and true), 19 and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord.

11 Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead
expose them. 2 For it Is shameful even to speak of the things that
they do In secret. 13 But when anything is exposed by the light, it
becomes visible, 14 for anything that becomes visible is light.
Therefore it says, “Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and
Christ will shine on you.”
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James 1:26

[f anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but
deceives his heart, this person’s religion is worthless.”
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but instead let there be thanksgiving.
For you may be sure of this

that everyone who is sexually immoral or impure, or who is covetous (that is,
an idolater), has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God.

6 Let no one decelve you with empty words,

for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons
of disobedience.



” Therefore do not become partners with them;
8 for at one time you were darkness,

but now you are light in the Lord.
Walk as children of light
9 (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true),

10 and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord.
11 Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness,
but Instead expose them.

12 For it Is shameful even to speak of the things that they do In secret.
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14 for anything that becomes visible is light.

Therefore it says,“Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine
on you.”



o This Is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to
you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 6 If we say
we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and
do not practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is In
the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of
Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say we have no sin,
we decelve ourselves, and the truth is not In us. @ It we confess our
sins, he Is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness. 0 |[f we say we have not sinned, we
make him a liar, and his word IS not In us.



Spiritual formation is the fostering of a life of sacrificial
love modeled after the Father and Jesus; committing
ourselves to thinking, talking, and living in step with
HIm and not In the sensuality of our flesh.



Next Week
Ephesians 5:15-21




