


UNITY



Principle 
In light of the gospel and all it provides, believers in 

the Church are called to live in such a way that 
displays who they are: knitted together by ONE Spirit 

in ONE body of Jesus under ONE loving Father.



Ephesians 4:7-16 
7 But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure 
of Christ’s gift. 8 Therefore it says, “When he ascended on high he 
led a host of captives, and he gave gifts to men.” 9 (In saying, “He 
ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also descended 
into the lower regions, the earth? 10 He who descended is the one 
who also ascended far above all the heavens, that he might fill all 
things.) 11 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, 
the shepherds and teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work of 
ministry, for building up the body of Christ,



ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13 until we all attain to 
the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to 
mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of 
Christ, 14 so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro 
by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by 
human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. 15 Rather, 
speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him 
who is the head, into Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, joined 
and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when 
each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it 
builds itself up in love. 

things.) 11 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, 
the shepherds and teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work of 
ministry, for building up the body of Christ,
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Ephesians 4:7-16 
7 But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift.

8 “When he ascended on high he led a host of captives,  
and he gave gifts to men.”

9 (In saying, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also 
descended into the lower regions, the earth? 
10 He who descended is the one who also ascended far above all the 
heavens, that he might fill all things.) 

Matthew 27:51-53 
“51 And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And 

the earth shook, and the rocks were split. 52 The tombs also were opened. And 
many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised, 53 and coming out of 

the tombs after his resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many.” 



Ephesians 4:7-16 
7 But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift.

8 “When he ascended on high he led a host of captives,  
and he gave gifts to men.”

9 (In saying, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also 
descended into the lower regions, the earth? 
10 He who descended is the one who also ascended far above all the 
heavens, that he might fill all things.) 

Luke 23:43 
And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in paradise.” 



Ephesians 4:7-16 
7 But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift.

8 “When he ascended on high he led a host of captives,  
and he gave gifts to men.”

9 (In saying, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also 
descended into the lower regions, the earth? 
10 He who descended is the one who also ascended far above all the 
heavens, that he might fill all things.) 

Luke 16:19-31 
22 The poor man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s side. The rich 
man also died and was buried, 23 and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his 

eyes and saw Abraham far off… between us and you a great chasm has been fixed



Ephesians 4:7-16 
7 But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift.

8 “When he ascended on high he led a host of captives,  
and he gave gifts to men.”

9 (In saying, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also 
descended into the lower regions, the earth? 
10 He who descended is the one who also ascended far above all the 
heavens, that he might fill all things.) 

Revelation 20:11-15 
13 And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave 

up the dead who were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, 
according to what they had done. 14 Then Death and Hades were thrown 

into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. 



Ephesians 4:7-16 
7 But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift.

8 “When he ascended on high he led a host of captives,  
and he gave gifts to men.”

9 (In saying, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also 
descended into the lower regions, the earth? 
10 He who descended is the one who also ascended far above all the 
heavens, that he might fill all things.) 

11 And he gave the apostles,  
the prophets,  
the evangelists,  
the shepherds  
and teachers,

Apostolos | ἀποστόλους   
one who establishes new 

communities 
- Sent -



Ephesians 4:7-16 
7 But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift.

8 “When he ascended on high he led a host of captives,  
and he gave gifts to men.”

9 (In saying, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also 
descended into the lower regions, the earth? 
10 He who descended is the one who also ascended far above all the 
heavens, that he might fill all things.) 

11 And he gave the apostles,  
the prophets,  
the evangelists,  
the shepherds  
and teachers,

Prophetes | προφήτας   
one who delivers God’s  

word or warning 
- Convict -



Ephesians 4:7-16 
7 But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift.

8 “When he ascended on high he led a host of captives,  
and he gave gifts to men.”

9 (In saying, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also 
descended into the lower regions, the earth? 
10 He who descended is the one who also ascended far above all the 
heavens, that he might fill all things.) 

11 And he gave the apostles,  
the prophets,  
the evangelists,  
the shepherds  
and teachers,

Euangelistes | εὐα0ελιστάς   
one who maintains the purity 

of the Gospel 
- Protect -



Ephesians 4:7-16 
7 But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift.

8 “When he ascended on high he led a host of captives,  
and he gave gifts to men.”

9 (In saying, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also 
descended into the lower regions, the earth? 
10 He who descended is the one who also ascended far above all the 
heavens, that he might fill all things.) 

11 And he gave the apostles,  
the prophets,  
the evangelists,  
the shepherds  
and teachers,

Poimen | ποιµένας   
one who leads others 

To timely truth 
- Guide -



Ephesians 4:7-16 
7 But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift.

8 “When he ascended on high he led a host of captives,  
and he gave gifts to men.”

9 (In saying, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also 
descended into the lower regions, the earth? 
10 He who descended is the one who also ascended far above all the 
heavens, that he might fill all things.) 

11 And he gave the apostles,  
the prophets,  
the evangelists,  
the shepherds  
and teachers,

Didaskalos | διδάσκαλος   
One who instructs the proper 

contextual meaning of the Bible 
- Explain -



the evangelists,  
the shepherds  
and teachers,

for the work of ministry,  
for building up the body of Christ,

12 to equip the saints

to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God,  
to mature manhood,  
to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ,

13 until we all attain



to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ,
14 so that we may no longer be children, 

tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, 
by human cunning,  
by craftiness in deceitful schemes.

15 Rather, 
speaking the truth in love, 

we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, in Christ
16 from whom the whole body,  
joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, 

when each part is working properly, 
makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.
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Principle 
Jesus has unified the Church, yet He has also diversely gifted 

the Church. He has given many gifts, but certain ones are 
meant to equip the Church unto its ultimate aim of functional 
unity together in mutual love and labor in the mission of God. 



Next Week 
Ephesians 4:1-16 

How is HCC being equipped to embrace its 
calling as a local church that is united and 

growing itself up in love?


