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Matthew 21:23-27 
23 When Jesus returned to the Temple and began teaching, the 
leading priests and elders came up to him. They demanded, “By 
what authority are you doing all these things? Who gave you the 
right?” 24 “I’ll tell you by what authority I do these things if you answer 
one question,” Jesus replied. 25 “Did John’s authority to baptize come 
from heaven, or was it merely human?” They talked it over among 
themselves. “If we say it was from heaven, he will ask us why we 
didn’t believe John. 26 But if we say it was merely human, we’ll be 
mobbed because the people believe John was a prophet.” 27 So they 
finally replied, “We don’t know.” And Jesus responded, “Then I won’t 
tell you by what authority I do these things. 



Israel’s Final Rejection

21:23-27 Authority 

21:28-32

21:33-46

22:1-14

22:15-22

22:23-33

22:34-40

Test #1 

Test #2 

Test #3 

Parable #1 

Parable #2 

Parable #3 

22:41-46 Exposed

“Truly, I say to you, the tax collectors 
and the prostitutes go into the 
kingdom of God before you. For John 
came to you in the way of 
righteousness, and you did not believe 
him…[and] you did not afterward 
change your minds and believe him.”  



Israel’s Final Rejection

21:23-27 Authority 

21:28-32

21:33-46

22:1-14

22:15-22

22:23-33

22:34-40

Test #1 

Test #2 

Test #3 

Parable #1 

Parable #2 

Parable #3 

22:41-46 Exposed

“Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of 
God will be taken away from you and 
given to a people producing its fruits. 
And the one who falls on this stone 
will be broken to pieces; and when it 
falls on anyone, it will crush him.”  



Israel’s Final Rejection

21:23-27 Authority 

21:28-32

21:33-46

22:1-14

22:15-22

22:23-33

22:34-40

Test #1 

Test #2 

Test #3 

Parable #1 

Parable #2 

Parable #3 

22:41-46 Exposed

“The wedding feast is ready, but 
those invited were not worthy. Go 
therefore to the main roads and 
invite to the wedding feast as many 
as you find…For many are called, 
but few are chosen.”  



Revelation 19:6-9
“Hallelujah For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns. 7 Let us rejoice and exult and 
give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made 
herself ready; 8 it was granted her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and pure”
— for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints. 9 And the angel said to me, 
“Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.”

Matthew 8:12
“while the sons of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness. In that place 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

Matthew 25:30
“And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.”



Israel’s Final Rejection

21:23-27 Authority 

21:28-32

21:33-46

22:1-14

22:15-22

22:23-33

22:34-40

Test #1 

Test #2 

Test #3 

Parable #1 

Parable #2 

Parable #3 

22:41-46 Exposed

“‘Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, 
or not?’…Then he said to them, 
“Therefore render to Caesar the 
things that are Caesar’s, and to God 
the things that are God’s.”  



Israel’s Final Rejection

21:23-27 Authority 

21:28-32

21:33-46

22:1-14

22:15-22

22:23-33

22:34-40

Test #1 

Test #2 

Test #3 

Parable #1 

Parable #2 

Parable #3 

22:41-46 Exposed

“…you know neither the Scriptures 
nor the power of God. For in the 
resurrection they neither marry nor 
are given in marriage, but are like 
angels in heaven. And as for the 
resurrection of the dead…He is not 
God of the dead, but of the living.”  



Israel’s Final Rejection

21:23-27 Authority 

21:28-32

21:33-46

22:1-14

22:15-22

22:23-33

22:34-40

Test #1 

Test #2 

Test #3 

Parable #1 

Parable #2 

Parable #3 

22:41-46 Exposed

“You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind…You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself. On 
these two commandments depend all 
the Law and the Prophets.” 



Israel’s Final Rejection

21:23-27 Authority 

21:28-32

21:33-46

22:1-14

22:15-22

22:23-33

22:34-40

Test #1 

Test #2 

Test #3 

Parable #1 

Parable #2 

Parable #3 

22:41-46 Exposed

“What do you think about the Christ? 
Whose son is he?” They said to him, 
“The son of David.”…If then David calls 
him Lord, how is he his son?” And no 
one was able to answer him a word…”



Israel’s Final Rejection

21:23-27 Authority 

21:28-32

21:33-46

22:1-14

22:15-22

22:23-33

22:34-40

Jesus’ Final Rejection

23:1-36 Seven “Woes” 

Test #1 

Test #2 

Test #3 

Parable #1 

Parable #2 

Parable #3 

22:41-46 Exposed

23:37-39 Rejection



Matthew 23:1-36 
1 Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, 2 “The scribes 
and the Pharisees sit on Moses’ seat, 3 so do and observe whatever 
they tell you, but not the works they do. For they preach, but do not 
practice. 4 They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on 
people’s shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to move them 
with their finger. 5 They do all their deeds to be seen by others. For 
they make their phylacteries broad and their fringes long, 6 and they 
love the place of honor at feasts and the best seats in the 
synagogues 7 and greetings in the marketplaces and being called 
rabbi by others.



13 “But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you shut 
the kingdom of heaven in people’s faces. For you neither enter 
yourselves nor allow those who would enter to go in.



13 “But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you shut 
the kingdom of heaven in people’s faces. For you neither enter 
yourselves nor allow those who would enter to go in. 15 Woe to you, 
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you travel across sea and land 
to make a single proselyte, and when he becomes a proselyte, you 
make him twice as much a child of hell as yourselves. 



scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you travel across sea and land 
to make a single proselyte, and when he becomes a proselyte, you 
make him twice as much a child of hell as yourselves. 
blind guides, who say, ‘If anyone swears by the temple, it is nothing, 
but if anyone swears by the gold of the temple, he is bound by his 
oath.’ 17 You blind fools! For which is greater, the gold or the temple 
that has made the gold sacred? 18 And you say, ‘If anyone swears by 
the altar, it is nothing, but if anyone swears by the gift that is on the 
altar, he is bound by his oath.’ 19 You blind men! For which is greater, 
the gift or the altar that makes the gift sacred? 20 So whoever swears 
by the altar swears by it and by everything on it. 21 And whoever 
swears by the temple swears by it and by him who dwells in it. 22 And 
whoever swears by heaven swears by the throne of God and by him 
who sits upon it. 

16 “Woe to you, 



swears by the temple swears by it and by him who dwells in it. 22 And 
whoever swears by heaven swears by the throne of God and by him 
who sits upon it. 
For you tithe mint and dill and cumin, and have neglected the 
weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness. 
These you ought to have done, without neglecting the others. 24 You 
blind guides, straining out a gnat and swallowing a camel! 

23 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!



swears by the temple swears by it and by him who dwells in it. 22 And 
whoever swears by heaven swears by the throne of God and by him 
who sits upon it. 
For you tithe mint and dill and cumin, and have neglected the 
weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness. 
These you ought to have done, without neglecting the others. 24 You 
blind guides, straining out a gnat and swallowing a camel! 25 “Woe to 
you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the outside of 
the cup and the plate, but inside they are full of greed and self-
indulgence. 26 You blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup 
and the plate, that the outside also may be clean. 

23 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!



the cup and the plate, but inside they are full of greed and self-
indulgence. 26 You blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup 
and the plate, that the outside also may be clean. 
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed 
tombs, which outwardly appear beautiful, but within are full of dead 
people’s bones and all uncleanness. 28 So you also outwardly appear 
righteous to others, but within you are full of hypocrisy and 
lawlessness. 

27 “Woe to you,



people’s bones and all uncleanness. 28 So you also outwardly appear 
righteous to others, but within you are full of hypocrisy and 
lawlessness. 
you build the tombs of the prophets and decorate the monuments of 
the righteous, 30 saying, ‘If we had lived in the days of our fathers, we 
would not have taken part with them in shedding the blood of the 
prophets.’ 31 Thus you witness against yourselves that you are sons of 
those who murdered the prophets. 32 Fill up, then, the measure of 
your fathers. 33 You serpents, you brood of vipers, how are you to 
escape being sentenced to hell?

29 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For



those who murdered the prophets. 32 Fill up, then, the measure of 
your fathers. 33 You serpents, you brood of vipers, how are you to 
escape being sentenced to hell?
and wise men and scribes, some of whom you will kill and crucify, and 
some you will flog in your synagogues and persecute from town to 
town, 35 so that on you may come all the righteous blood shed on 
earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah the 
son of Barachiah, whom you murdered between the sanctuary and 
the altar. 36 Truly, I say to you, all these things will come upon this 
generation.

34 Therefore I send you prophets



Matthew 23:37-39 
37 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and 
stones those who are sent to it! How often would I have gathered 
your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, 
and you were not willing! 38 See, your house is left to you desolate. 
39 For I tell you, you will not see me again, until you say, ‘Blessed is 
he who comes in the name of the Lord.’ ” 



Principle 
Due to the rejection of Jesus by Israel, which was initiated by 

the Pharisees, Jesus responded by judging Israel and rescinding 
the offer of the Kingdom that had been presented to them.

What does this teach us about our participation in God’s mission today?



Next Week 
Matthew 24:1-25:46


