


Soteriology

Definition: 
The study of the Biblical doctrine of 
God’s salvation of people.

Soteria 
rescue, safety, deliverance

σωτηρια Logos 
word, reason, logic

λόγος+



Guiding Principles
God has revealed truth to us. 
The Bible is the source and the means. It can be 
understood.

Genesis 1:1 
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth…

Deuteronomy 29:29 
The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things 

that are revealed belong to us and to our children forever



Guiding Principles
God has revealed truth to us. 
The Bible is the source and the means. It can be 
understood. 

God desires to be known. 
If it seems pretty clear, don’t make it unclear.



Soteriology 101
Why? 
Why do people need saved?



Genesis 1:26-28 
26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our 
likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and 
over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all 
the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”  
27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he 
created him; male and female he created them. 28 And God 
blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and 
fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion



Genesis 2:15-17 
15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden 
to work it and keep it. 16 And the Lord God commanded the man, 
saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, 17 but of 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in 
the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” 



Genesis 3:16-17 
16 To the woman he said, “I will surely multiply your pain in 
childbearing; in pain you shall bring forth children. Your desire shall 
be for your husband, and he shall rule over you.” 17 And to Adam 
he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and 
have eaten of the tree of which I commanded you, ‘You shall not 
eat of it,’ cursed….



Romans 1:16-19 
16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God 
for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to 
the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from 
faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.” 

18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all 
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their 
unrighteousness suppress the truth. 19 For what can be known 
about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them.



Ephesians 2:1-3 
1 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you 
once walked, following the course of this world, following the 
prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the 
sons of disobedience— 3 among whom we all once lived in the 
passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the flesh and the 
mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of 
mankind.



*Romans 3:23-25 
23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,



Soteriology 101
Why? 
Why do people need saved?

What? 
What does it mean when a person is “saved”?



Colossians 1:13-14, 21-22 
13 He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and 
transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we 
have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. —— 21 And you, who 
once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22 he 
has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death,



Ephesians 2:4-6 
4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with 
which he loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, 
made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been 
saved— 6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in 
the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 



*Romans 3:23-25 
23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are 
justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his 
blood,



Soteriology 101

How? 
How are people saved?

Why? 
Why do people need saved?

What? 
What does it mean when a person is “saved”?



Galatians 2:16 
yet we know that a person is not justified by works of the law but 
through faith in Jesus Christ, so we also have believed in Christ 
Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by works 
of the law, because by works of the law no one will be justified. 



Ephesians 2:8-9 
8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is 
not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, 
so that no one may boast.



*Romans 3:23-25 
23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are 
justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his 
blood, to be received by faith.

“It is the Godfather, not God the Father, who 
makes you an offer you can’t refuse.” 

- Peter Kreeft



Acts 4:12 
And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no 
other name under heaven given among men by which 
we must be saved.” 



WORKSFAITH FAITH

Grace

justification 
adoption

sanctification 
reward

+



Why Does This Matter? 
Getting this right changes everything. 
Getting this wrong loses everything.



Next Week 
Ephesians 2:11-22


