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EPHESIANS
Infinitely More Than . . .

EPHESIANS

Infinitely More Than . . . Ephesians 3:20 (NLT) Now all glory to God,
who is-able, through his mighty power at work

within us, to accomplish in ly more than
we might ask or think.

TODAY’S INTRODUCTION
MESSAGE THEME

" 5 17 The “hinge point” in the Book of Ephesians
LOVE Compels COUf'ageOUS ACtlon : “Therefore |, a prisoner for serving the Lord, beg you to lead a life

worthy of your calling, for you have been called by God.” Eph 4:1

Paul’s Background - Upbringing
Ephesians 4:1 - The “hinge point” in the Book of Ephesians
For three chapters Paul has been unfolding for his readers the eternal purpose of God
being worked out in history. Through Jesus Christ, who died for sinners and was raised
from death, God is creating something entirely new, not just a new life for individuals for a
new society. Paul sees an alienated humanity being reconciled, a fractured humanity being
united, even a new humanity being created. It is a magnificent vision.

Now the apostle moves on from the new society to the new standards which are expected
of it. So he turns from exposition to exhortation, from what God has done to what we must
be and do, from doctrine to duty, from mind-stretching theology to its down-to-earth,
concrete implications in everyday living.

- John R. W. Stott
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Philippi

Paul’s Background - UPBRINGING pesetone® VoS Paul’s Background

Acts 22:3 - “| am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, UPBRINGING

but brought up in thisgity [Jerusalem]. | studied s, Ty - EDUCATION - “Althi@ugh Tarsus was an outstanding center of Greek culture, ranking next to
under Gamaliel and thoroughly trained in the ’ Athens and Al ig, and “no mean city” in other respects (Acts 21:39), it was not to its
law of our ance . Y schools of r rhetoric that Paul was sent for his education. Instead, he went to
Tarsus - knowledge — Jerusalem and Bécame a pupil of the elder Gamaliel, leader of the school of sacred
philosophy v learning. Paul’siparents were themselves adherents of the party of the Pharisees (Acts
23:6)... [and] ti son was naturally entrusted to the tuition of the most illustrious
Pharisee of hi Z-F.F. Bruce

Jewish Parents - Acli

Paul’s Background Paul’s Background
UPBRINGING UPBRINGING
EDUCATION EDUCATION

PHARISEE - ceptance with God was obedience to the law - not only the written law with PHARISEE
its 613 prei ral tradition, transmitted by generations of rabbis and preserved by the CONVERT
School of Hillel, which interpreted those precepts and applied them in detail to every department of

contemporary lifes¥As to righteousness under the law,” according to his later, Christian assessment

of this earlier stag@ of his life, Paul was “blameless” (Phil. 3:6), living “before God in all good

But for his conversion he might well have made his name as the greatest
Pharisee of all time.

Paul’s Background Paul’s Background
CONVERT - Acts 9:3-5 - Now as he went on his way, he approached Damascus, and suddenly a UPBRINGING
light from heavengshone around him. And falling to the ground, he heard a voice saying to him, EDUCATION
“Saul, Saul, wh) ou persecuting me?” And he said, “Who are you, Lord?” And he said, I am PHARISEE
Jesus, whol secuting. CONVERT
Gal 1:11-12 - ... the gospel that was preached by me is not man’s gospel. For I did not receive it APOSTLE
from any man, ner was | taught it, but | received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ.
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Paul’s Background Paul’s Background

APOSTLE - Acts 26:16-18 — [Paul Quoting Jesus]: “...I have appeared to you for this purpose, to appoint UPBRINGING
Yyou as a servant andgaitness to the things in which you have seen me and to those in which | will appear EDUCATION
to you, delivering youstom your people and from the Gentiles—to whom | am sending you to open their PHARISEE
‘om darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God, that they may CONVERT
receive forgiveness afSins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in Me.” APOSTLE
NOTE: Of the 271B0oks of the New Testament, 13 or 14 books are attributed to Apostle Paul (“Pauline ROMAN CITIZEN
Epistles’)

Paul’s Background Paul’s Background
ROMAN CITIZEN - Acts 29:9,12 - ... “Festus, wishing to do the Jews a favor, said to Paul, “Do you Paul’s Perspective
wish to go up to derusalem and there be tried on these charges before me?” But Paul said, “l am Ephesians 4:1 - Theffore |, a prisoner for serving the Lord...
standing before Caesar’s tribunal, where | ought to be tried...I appeal to Caesar.” ....Festus ians 2: s been crucified with Christ. It is no longer | who live, but Christ lives in me. So I live in this
'Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.

Romans 1:1 - Paul, @bond-servant of Christ Jesus, called as an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God....

Paul’s Background
Paul’s Perspective
Paul’s Motivation
efore |, a prisoner for serving the Lord...
of Love and Trust - True Conversion — True Commitment

T ST
A Love Relationship Compels Courageous Action
- - ———
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Pa otivatio gi Slzuile P Paul’s Background
A love-motivated pefsona Hope Love Paul’s Perspective
UL & el Paul’s Motivation
= (et Trust Paul’s Exhortatif ié 1 - |.... beg you to lead a life worthy of your calling, for you have been
called by God.
Emotionally connééted by experiencing His love, therefore willing to endure suffering & sacrifice
What | Get What He Gave
John 1:14 — Jesuss “You are my friends if you do what | command you.”
What I Avoid What He Endured
N X
A Is it worth the cost (to me)? | It was worth the cost (to Him) | =
Self-centered Christ-centered

19

APPLICATION
Live a love-inspired, love-based relationship with Jesus ¢
Trust Him - He is absolutely Loving and Trustworthy . “Ther €f orel, a
Obey - out of a heart of Love, not duty R . prisonerfor
Act as dual citizens - of God’s Kingdom and the Nation g / : | serving the Lord,

Live courageously: true love always demonstrates ; 3 ’:76’9 you to lead a
courageous action life worthy of your

Ephesians 4:1

# calling, for you
— have been called
by God.”




