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Key Scriptures:   

 “But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His 
own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called 
you out of darkness into His marvelous light.”  1 Peter 2:9 

• Revelation 4:11 “You are worthy, O Lord, To receive glory and honor 
and power; For You created all things, And by Your will they exist 
and were created.”  

• Psalms 16:11 “You will show me the path of life; In Your presence is 
fullness of joy; At Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.” 

• Acts 2:28 “You have made known to me the ways of life; 
You will make me full of joy in Your presence.” 

• Matthew 7:11 11 “If you then, being evil, know how to give good 
gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in 
heaven give good things to those who ask Him!”  

• Nehemiah 8:10 “Do not sorrow, for the joy of the Lord is your 
strength.”  

Start Talking:   

• What do you think when you see a Christian who appears to be 
unhappy most of the time?  Discuss why they are like this.  What 
can be done? 

• Jesus was known as a friend of sinners, yet was perfectly holy.  If 
you could find this perfect balance, what would your life look like?  
Examples. 

• Read Peter 2:9.  How does it make you feel to know that you are 
considered special to God?  Can a person who really believes this 
about himself be controlled by the desire to live like the world? 

• According to 1 Peter 2:9, why are we a chosen, holy, priesthood of 
special people?  “that you may….”  What does it look like in 
everyday life for someone to proclaim God’s praises?   
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Start Thinking:    
• How can we take time out of our busy lives to allow God to draw us 

closer to Him?  What are some examples? 

• Can you honestly say that your happiness is not your life goal?  To 
test your answer, ask what consumes your time and energy?  
Discuss. 

Start Sharing 
• Envision a child in a play pen.  Does he consider that his existence 

in there is for his parents’ pleasure or for his own?  Do you think 
that some Christians live their lives forgetting that our “playpen” is 
for God’s pleasure more than ours?  Discuss. 

• When someone lives like God exists to serve them, what do their 
lives look like?  How do they behave?  What is important to them?  
List and discuss. 

• Think of the illustration of the men wearing parachutes.  Shouldn’t 
we be willing to wear Jesus despite the discomfort that we might 
receive from people in a dying world?  Are we? 

Start Praying:   

“Lord, help us to trust you instead of being tossed to and fro by the 
circumstances of life.  We are ready to dig deeper into our personal 
relationships with you in order to find true joy.  Help us to remember who 
You are and who we are?” 

Start Doing:   

• Pastor Bobby said, “An external move does not improve the 
internal.  Only the eternal God can do that.”  Adam and Eve had 
internal peace with the eternal God.  How could they fall for a 
temptation to change their condition in a way that opposed God?  
How can this happen today?  Write down what steps you will take to 
avoid doing the same thing. 
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• Do you inadvertently or subconsciously expect your spouse to make 
you happy?  What are God’s plans for true joy within your marriage, 
and how can you begin focusing on the real targets of any 
discontent? 

• What’s the difference between striving to enjoy life and living a life 
in joy despite circumstances?  How can you begin making this 
change?


