
 Study Guide – “The Bible Doesn’t Say Only God Judges – 
(4)”  

from 4-29-2018 

Key Scriptures:   
• 1 Corinthians 2:14-15 “But the natural man does not receive the 

things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can 
he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. But he who is 
spiritual judges all things, yet he himself is rightly judged by no 
one.” 

• 2 Timothy 2:19 “Nevertheless the solid foundation of God stands, 
having this seal: ‘The Lord knows those who are His,’ and, ‘Let 
everyone who names the name of Christ depart from iniquity.’”  

• Matthew 7:3 Jesus – “And why do you look at the speck in your 
brother's eye, but do not consider the plank in your own eye?”   

• 1 Corinthians 11:31 “For if we would judge ourselves, we would not 
be judged.”  

• Matthew 18:15-17 Jesus –"Moreover if your brother sins against you, 
go and tell him his fault between you and him alone. If he hears 
you, you have gained your brother. But if he will not hear, take with 
you one or two more, that 'by the mouth of two or three witnesses 
every word may be established.' And if he refuses to hear them, tell 
it to the church. But if he refuses even to hear the church, let him 
be to you like a heathen and a tax collector.” 

Start Talking:   

• Pastor Bobby said that being vulnerable means being willing to hear 
what you don’t want to hear.  How does it make you feel when 
someone challenges you with a brutal truth about a personal issue 
in your life? 

• How does it make you feel when you read in 1 Corinthians 5:5 that, 
in certain circumstances, we should deliver a brother to Satan for 
the destruction of the flesh?  What does this mean? (Review verses 
1-13).  Discuss. 

• Pastor Bobby said, “Judging those outside the church is like 
disciplining kids that aren’t yours.” Are we too concerned with 
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judging the lost world?  How much do you listen to the news or talk 
radio?  How does it affect you? 

• Pastor Bobby said, “Don’t expect lost people to act saved.”  Why 
are many Christians frustrated that the world is so ungodly? Is this 
unrealistic? 

Start Thinking:    
• Read Matthew 7:3.  How would your life be changed if every time 

you criticized another, you first stopped and considered your own 
faults? 

• When you judge someone, are you judging so that you will look 
better to others, or privately feel better about yourself, or for their 
own good?  Can you think of a time when your motive was not 
exactly for another’s good? 

Start Sharing 
• Consider when someone talks to you negatively about someone else.  

Is their motive to unload the burdens of that person, or to upload 
burdens? What is God expecting of you at this time? How should you 
handle it? 

• Discuss how “having ears to hear” could be best applied to hearing 
the truth about yourself, both from yourself and from others? 

• How would marriages be improved if both people could embrace 
accountability with grace?  Besides vulnerability, what are other 
obstacles to this kind of honesty between spouses? 

Start Praying:   

Lord, we thank you for the words of wisdom from Your Word.  Help us to 
look for logs in our own eyes before judging others, and to focus on Your 
children rather than the world.  Open our ears to hear from Your Spirit in 
the midst of turmoil, so that we may judge as You want us to.  In the 
name of Jesus we pray.  Amen. 

Start Doing:   
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• Read 1 Corinthians 11:31.  Write down one way you will deliberately 
judge yourself before you consider judging others.   

• If applicable, how can you change from being a cold critic to having 
the heart to restore a friend who has gone astray?  Exactly what will 
need to change in you? 

• Read Matthew 18:15-17.  Are you willing to stick firmly to this four-
part pattern when another believer sins against you?  Are you 
especially committed to the first step of going to them privately 
before talking to anyone else about the problem?  Pray for strength 
to obey Jesus in this.


