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   Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy of God, 
we do not lose heart. 2 But we have renounced 
disgraceful, underhanded ways. We refuse to practice 
cunning or to tamper with God's word, but by the 
open statement of the truth we would commend 
ourselves to everyone's conscience in the sight of 
God. 3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to 
those who are perishing. 



4 In their case the god of this world has blinded the 
minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the 
light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the 
image of God. 5 For what we proclaim is not ourselves, 
but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants 
for Jesus' sake. 6 For God, who said, “Let light shine out 
of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of 
the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ.



7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that 
the surpassing power belongs to God and not to us. 8 
We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; 
perplexed, but not driven to despair; 9 persecuted, but 
not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; 10 always 
carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life 
of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies. 11 For 
we who live are always being given over to death for 
Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus also may be 
manifested in our mortal flesh. 12 So death is at work in 
us, but life in you.



Acts 14:23

And when they had appointed elders for them in 
every church, with prayer and fasting they 
committed them to the Lord in whom they had 
believed.

Acts 20:17

Now from Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called the 
elders of the church to come to him



Philippians 1:1

1 Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus,
To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are at Philippi, with 
the overseers and deacons

Titus 1:5

This is why I left you in Crete, so that you might put 
what remained into order, and appoint elders in every 
town as I directed you—
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William B. Johnson, former pastor of First Baptist Church of 
Anderson , SC, and the first president of the Southern Baptist 
Convention wrote in his work entitled The Gospel Developed 
Through the Government and Order of the Church of Jesus 
Christ (1846), “That over each church of Christ in the 
apostolic age a plurality of rulers was ordained, who were 
designated by the terms elder, bishop, overseer, pastor, with 
authority in the government of the flock.”



Galatians 2:20

I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who 
live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live 
in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved 
me and gave himself for me.



Acts 20:28

Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the 
flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you 
overseers, to care for the church of God, which he 
obtained with his own blood.
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