Matthew 19:1-12



"Now when Jesus had finished these sayings, he went
away from Galilee and entered the region of Judea
beyond the Jordan. 2 And large crowds followed him,
and he healed them there.



3 And Pharisees came up to him and tested him by
asking, “Is it lawful to divorce one's wife for any
cause?” * He answered, “Have you not read that he
who created them from the beginning made them
male and female, °> and said, ‘Therefore a man shall
leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his
wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? © So they
are no longer two but one flesh. What therefore God
has joined together, let not man separate.”



’They said to him, “Why then did Moses command
one to give a certificate of divorce and to send her
away?” 8 He said to them, “Because of your hardness
of heart Moses allowed you to divorce your wives, but
from the beginning it was not so. ® And | say to you:
whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual
Immorality, and marries another, commits adultery.”



19The disciples said to him, “If such is the case of a
man with his wife, it is better not to marry.” '' But he
sald to them, “Not everyone can receive this saying,
but only those to whom it is given. '? For there are
eunuchs who have been so from birth, and there are
eunuchs who have been made eunuchs by men, and
there are eunuchs who have made themselves
eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. Let the
one who is able to receive this receive Iit.”
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$7000 - cost of divorce on average
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Infidelity — 60%
Domestic Abuse - 24%

Excess conflict/arguments

Married too young
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Infidelity — 60%
Domestic Abuse — 24%
Excess conflict/arguments

Married too young

Financial problems



16 To the woman he said,
“I will surely multiply your pain in
childbearing;
In pain you shall bring forth children.
Your desire shall be contrary to your husband,
but he shall rule over you.”
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13 And this second thing you do. You cover the Lord's altar with tears,
with weeping and groaning because he no longer regards the offering
or accepts it with favor from your hand. '* But you say, “Why does he
not?” Because the Lord was witness between you and the wife of your
youth, to whom you have been faithless, though she is your
companion and your wife by covenant. > Did he not make them one,
with a portion of the Spirit in their union? And what was the one God
seeking? Godly offspring. So guard yourselves in your spirit, and let
none of you be faithless to the wife of your youth. '® “For the man who
does not love his wife but divorces her, says the Lord, the God of
Israel, covers his garment with violence, says the Lord of hosts. So
guard yourselves in your spirit, and do not be faithless.”
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2/ So God created man in his own image,
in the Image of God he created him;
male and female he created them.
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24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and his
mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall
become one flesh.
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* For the wife does not have authority over her
own body, but the husband does. Likewise the

husband does not have authority over his own
body, but the wife does.
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3 Therefore let us make a covenant with our God to
put away all these wives and their children, according
to the counsel of my lord and of those who tremble at
the commandment of our God, and let it be done
according to the Law.
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The Lord said to me in the days of King Josiah: “Have you
seen what she did, that faithless one, Israel, how she
went up on every high hill and under every green tree, and
there played the whore? 7 And | thought, ‘After she has
done all this she will return to me, but she did not return,
and her treacherous sister Judah saw it. © She saw that for
all the adulteries of that faithless one, Israel, | had sent
her away with a decree of divorce. Yet her treacherous
sister Judah did not fear, but she too went and played the
whore.



How do Christians compare
to the national divorce rate?
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