
BAYBROOK
Q & A

1 PETER 3:13 -17



2 Timothy 3:16 -17

16 All Scripture is breathed out by God 
and profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, and for 

training in righteousness, 17 that the 
man of God may be complete, equipped 

for every good work.



13 Now who is there to harm you if you are 
zealous for what is good? 14 But even if 
you should suffer for righteousness ' 

sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of 
them, nor be troubled, 15 but in your 

hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, 
always being prepared to make a defense 

to anyone who asks you for a reason for 
the hope that is in you; yet do it with 

gentleness and respect, 

1 Peter 3:13 -17



16 having a good conscience, so that, when 
you are slandered, those who revile your 

good behavior in Christ may be put to 
shame. 17 For it is better to suffer for 

doing good, if that should be God's will, 
than for doing evil.

1 Peter 3:13 -17



What are the 
beliefs of Baptists?



> Baptist Faith and Message <
> Statement of Faith <

(What We Believe)
> 1689 Confession <

What are the beliefs 
of Baptists?





What is the difference 
between non -

denominational and 
Baptists?



Attribute Baptist Churches Non -Denominational 
Churches

Beliefs Follow Baptist doctrines 
(e.g., believer’s baptism, local 
church autonomy)

Vary widely; emphasize 
personal relationship with 
Jesus

Governance Often hierarchical with 
ordained ministers and 
deacons

Typically decentralized; 
led by pastors or elders

Worship Style Traditional hymns, 
structured liturgy

Contemporary music, 
informal and flexible 
services

Membership Usually requires baptism by 
immersion

Open to all believers 
regardless of baptism 
status

Denominational Ties Affiliated with Baptist 
associations (e.g., SBC, ABC)

Independent; no formal 
denominational oversight



Examples of Baptist Denominations

Southern Baptist Convention (SBC) – One of the largest 
Baptist denominations in the U.S., known for conservative 
theology and strong missionary focus.
American Baptist Churches USA (ABCUSA) – More moderate, 
with emphasis on social justice and diversity.
Independent Baptist Churches – Not affiliated with a 
larger convention, often more conservative and 
autonomous.



Core Traits of Baptist Churches

Believer’s Baptism by Immersion: Baptists insist that baptism is 
only for those who personally profess faith in Jesus Christ. It 
must be done by full immersion, symbolizing death to sin and 
resurrection to new life.
Biblical Authority Scripture: is the sole and final authority for 

faith and practice. Baptist churches emphasize personal Bible 
study and preaching that is deeply rooted in the text.
Local Church Autonomy: Each Baptist church governs itself 
independently. There is no higher ecclesiastical authority —no 
bishops or denominational mandates. Decisions on worship, 
leadership, and doctrine are made by the congregation.



Congregational Governance: Members vote on major 

decisions, including hiring pastors, approving budgets, and 
doctrinal stances. This democratic structure reflects the 
priesthood of all believers.
Priesthood of All Believers: Every Christian has direct 

access to God without mediation by clergy. This principle 
encourages active lay participation in ministry and 
decision -making.

Core Traits of Baptist Churches



Religious Liberty and Separation of Church and 
State: Baptists have historically championed religious 

freedom and the separation of church and state, believing 
that faith must be freely chosen without government 
interference.
Evangelism and Missions: Baptist churches often prioritize 

outreach, evangelism, and global missions. Organizations 
like the Southern Baptist Convention (SBC) support 
thousands of missionaries worldwide.

Core Traits of Baptist Churches



ARC (Association of Related Churches): Focuses on 
church planting with a contemporary worship style and 
evangelical theology.
Calvary Chapel: Started in the 1960s; emphasizes verse -by -
verse teaching and charismatic openness.
Harvest Christian Fellowship: Founded by Greg Laurie; 
known for evangelism and crusade -style outreach.
Acts 29 Network: Reformed theology with a strong 
emphasis on church planting and pastoral training.

Examples of Non -Denominational 
Denominations



Shared theology: Often evangelical, with varying degrees 
of charismatic influence.
Church planting focus: Most prioritize multiplying 
churches and training leaders.
Loose governance: Unlike traditional denominations, 
these networks offer support without rigid oversight.
Cultural relevance: Many emphasize modern worship, 
media, and outreach strategies.

Key Traits of These Networks



Theological Emphasis
Baptist Churches: 
• Strong emphasis on believer’s baptism by 

immersion.
• Often hold to once -saved -always -saved 

(eternal security).
• Many affirm complementarianism (distinct roles 

for men and women in church leadership).
• Typically conservative in doctrine and social 

ethics.



Theological Emphasis
Nondenominational Churches:
• Also practice believer’s baptism, but may be more 

flexible in theology.
• Often emphasize personal relationship with Jesus, 

spiritual gifts, and practical discipleship.
• May lean toward egalitarianism, especially in 

newer or urban contexts.
• Tend to be more open to contemporary worship 

styles and creative teaching formats.



Worship and Culture
Baptist Churches:
• Worship style varies, but many retain 
traditional elements (hymns, choirs, pulpit 
preaching).
• Sermons often follow expository preaching 
with strong doctrinal clarity.



Worship and Culture
Nondenominational Churches:
• Frequently adopt modern worship formats —
bands, multimedia, casual dress.
• Teaching may be topical, story -driven, or 
focused on life application.



Identity and Branding
Baptist Churches:
• Clearly identify as Baptist, often with 
denominational affiliation in the name.
• May have longstanding traditions and 
expectations around membership, polity, and 
doctrine.



Identity and Branding
Nondenominational Churches:
• Often brand themselves around vision or 
mission (e.g., “Grace Fellowship,” “The Bridge”).
• Appeal to seekers or those disillusioned with 
denominational boundaries.



Missional Focus

Baptist Churches: 
Often support denominational mission boards and 
seminaries.

Nondenominational Churches: 
May partner with parachurch organizations or 
create their own outreach models.



Is the resurrection 
essential to our faith 

and is belief in it 
required for baptism?



Evidence of the empty tomb
● Tomb was found empty in all four Gospels
● body was never found by His followers or enemies
● tomb guarded and burial clothes found folded
● multiple witnesses

● 1 cor. 15:3 -8
● Acts 26:14 -18

● Disciples became bold after his resurrection
● Their belief in the resurrection was the 

foundation for christians. without the 
resurrection there is no christianity



Scripture that shows the resurrection is 
essential to our faith
● acts 2:24
● Acts 13:29 -35
● acts 17:22 -31

How does the resurrection impact baptism
● Romans 6:3 -11
● Romans 10:9 -10
● acts 8:36 -37



Spiritual baptism is when we are saved. the death and burial 
of the old self/life and the resurrection of the new life in 
jesus . We die to ourself and are raised a new person in jesus .

Water baptism symbolizes our actual spiritual baptism, 
symbolizing the death and burial of our old self and 

resurrection of our new sel in Jesus.  baptism is our public 
testimony of how god changed us through our new life in 

jesus



When we come to 
Christ, is it really us, 
or does God call us?



Does God draw us to Salvation?
John 6:44  

No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws (drags) him. And I will 

raise him up on the last day.

Romans 5:10

For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, 

much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life.

John 16:8

And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness 

and judgment:



Does God draw us to Salvation?

Ephesians 1:5

he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons 

through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose 

of his will



Do we have any part of our 
Salvation?

John 3:16 16 “For God so loved the world, [a ] that he gave his only Son, that whoever 

believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.

Romans 10:9 because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in 
your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.

1 Timothy 2:3 -4 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 4 

who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john%203:16&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26126a


Is demon possession still as 
common today as it was 
during the time of jesus?



Demon Possession & 
Oppression

Matthew 15:21 -28
Mark 5:1 -20

Mark 9:14 -29
Luke 4:31 -37
Luke 11:14-26

John 10:19 -21
Acts 5:16

Acts 8:4 -8
Ephesians 6:10 -20



What does scripture say 
about giving to the 

church financially?



Matthew 6:21 

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

New Testament Guidelines for Spiritual 

Giving…

Regularly - 1 Cor. 16:2

Cheerfully - 2 Cor. 9:6 -7

Sacrificially - 2 Cor. 8:1 -9



Financial Giving is Worship!

Romans 12:1

I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to 

present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable 

to God, which is your spiritual worship.
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