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Withesses of the Resurrection—Matthew 28:1-10

' Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the
week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the
tomb. 2And behold, there was a great earthquake, for an angel of
the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled back the
stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his
clothing white as snow. 4 And for fear of him the guards trembled
and became like dead men. °But the angel said to the women, “Do

not be afraid, for | know that you seek Jesus who was crucified.



Withesses of the Resurrection—Matthew 28:1-10

SHe is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place
where he lay. " Then go quickly and tell his disciples that he has
risen from the dead, and behold, he is going before you to Galilee;
there you will see him. See, | have told you.” ® So they departed
quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his
disciples. ?And behold, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And
they came up and took hold of his feet and worshiped him. '°Then
Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go

to Galilee, and there they will see me.” |



WHY ARE THERE WITNESSES RECORDED?

20“] do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in

me through their word,
John 17:20

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the
disciples, which are not written in this book; 3! but these are
written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son

of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.
John 20:30-31

Witnesses ofthe Resurrection—Matthew



WHY ARE THERE WITNESSES RECORDED?

32This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses.
Acts 2:32

39 And we are witnesses of all that he did both in the country
of the Jews and In Jerusalem. They put him to death by
hanging him on a tree, ¥ but God raised him on the third day
and made him to appear, 4! not to all the people but to us who
had been chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and drank

with him after he rose from the dead.
Acts 10:39-41
Witnesses ofthe Resurrection Maﬁhe%



WHY ARE THERE WITNESSES RECORDED?

31and for many days he appeared to those who had com
with him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are now his wit

to the people.
P P Acts 13:31



NUMBER OF WITNESSES

3For | delivered to you as of first importance what | also received: that
Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, #that he was
buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the
Scriptures, ® and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. ® Then
he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of
whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. * Then he
appeared to James, then to all the apostles. @ Last of all, as to one

untimely born, he appeared also to me.
1 Corinthians 15:3-8
Withesses ofthe Resurrection Maﬁhe%



NUMBER OF WITNESSES

39See my hands and my feet, that it is | myself. Touch me, and see.
For a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that |
have.” 49 And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and
his feet. 41 And while they still disbelieved for joy and were
marveling, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” 2 They
gave him a piece of broiled fish, 4 and he took it and ate before

them.
Withesses ofthe Resurrection — Matth

Luke 24:34-43



NUMBER OF WITNESSES

® Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to
which Jesus had directed them. 7 And when they saw him

they worshiped him, but some doubt —

°“As | was on my way and drew near to Damascus, about noon a

great light from heaven suddenly shone around me. Aciad

> Now when he rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared first

to Mary Magdalene, from whom he had cast out seven demons.
Mark 16:9

Witnesses ofthe Resurrection—Matthew



NUMBER OF WITNESSES

9And behold, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came
up and took hold of his feet and worshiped him. ®Then Jesus said to
them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, an

re th ' 4
there they will see me —




NUMBER OF WITNESSES

The Disciples And Then Thomas

26 Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was
with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, “Peace be with you.” ?” Then he said to
Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your
hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.”
28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” #° Jesus said to
him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are
those who have not seen and yet have believed.”

John 20:26-29
Withesses of the Resurrection —Matthewd




NUMBER OF WITNESSES

" The Sea Of Galilee And 7 Disciples On The Shore — John 21:
= 40 Days Later The Ascension — Acts 1:2-13

" The two disciples on the road to Emmaus — Luke



CHARACTER OF THE WITNESSES

3So his brothers said to him, “Leave here and go to Judea, that your
disciples also may see the works you are doing. 4 For no one works in
secret If he seeks to be known openly. If you do these things, show

yourself to the world.” °> For not even his brothers believed in him.
John 7:3-5

21 And when his family heard it, they went out to seize him, for they

. ¢ . : - 99
were saying, “He is out of his mind. e

14 All these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer,

together with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his
brothers. /‘
Acts 1:14 Witnesses ofthe Resurrection —Matthew 28:



CHARACTER OF THE WITNESSES

Thomas — Skeptical At First (John 20)

40but God raised him on the third day and made him to appear, 4! not
to all the people but to us who had been chosen by God

as withesses, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the
dead. Acts10:40-41

' But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of
the Lord, went to the high priest 2and asked him for letters to the
synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the

Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem.
Acts 9:1-2 Witnesses ofthe Resurrection Maﬁhe%



CHARACTER OF THE WITNESSES

' That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which
we have seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and have
touched with our hands, concerning the word of life— “the life was
made manifest, and we have seen It, and testify to it and proclaim to
you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made

manifest to us— 1 John 1:1-2
Witnesses ofthe Resurrection Matth



TRANSFORMATION OF THE WITNESSES

“And they all left him and fled.” Mark14:50

% And as Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant girls of
the high priest came, °/ and seeing Peter warming himself, she
looked at him and said, “You also were with the Nazarene,
Jesus.” ¢ But he denied it, saying, “l neither know nor understand
what you mean.” And he went out into the gateway! and the rooster
crowed. %® And the servant girl saw him and began again to say to
the bystanders, “This man is one of them.” mark 14:66-72

Withesses ofthe Resurrection — Maﬁhe%



TRANSFORMATION OF THE WITNESSES

0But again he denied it. And after a little while the bystanders again
saild to Peter, “Certainly you are one of them, for you are a
Galilean.” 71 But he began to invoke a curse on himself and to sweair,
“I do not know this man of whom you speak.” 72 And immediately the
rooster crowed a second time. And Peter remembered how Jesus
had said to him, “Before the rooster crows twice, you will deny me
three times.” And he broke down and wept. Mark 14:66-72

Withesses ofthe Resurrection — Maﬁhe%



TRANSFORMATION OF THE WITNESSES

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being
locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus cam
and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.”

John 20:19



TRANSFORMATION OF THE WITNESSES

28 saying, “We strictly charged you not to teach in this name, yet
here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and you intend to
bring this man's blood upon us.” ?° But Peter and the apostles
answered, “We must obey God rather than men. *°The God of our
fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a

tree. 31 God exalted him at his right hand as Leader
and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of
sins. 32 And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the
Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.”

Acts 5:28-32
Withesses ofthe Resurrection—Matthew 28:1-



TRANSFORMATION OF THE WITNESSES

“TThen they left the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were
counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name. 42 And every day, in

the temple and from house to house, they did not cease teaching

and preaching that the Christis Jesus. , i<5.41.40

Witnesses ofthe Resurrection—M.



TRANSFORMATION OF THE WITNESSES

! Finally, then, brothers, we ask and urge you in the Lord Jesus, that as
you received from us how you ought to walk and to please God, just as
you are doing, that you do so more and more. 2 For you know what
instructions we gave you through the Lord Jesus. °For this is the will of
God, your sanctification: that you abstain from sexual immorality; ¢ that
each one of you know how to control his own body In holiness
and honor, > not in the passion of lust like the Gentiles who do not know
God; °that no one transgress and wrong his brother in this matter,
because the Lord is an avenger in all these things, as we told you
beforehand and solemnly warned you. / For God has not called us

fO rim pu rlty’ bUt IN h Ol‘l Ness. 1 Thessalonians 4:1-7 Witnesses of the Resurrection—MatthewZS:‘




TRANSFORMATION OF THE WITNESSES

3 For our appeal does not spring from error or impurity or any
attempt to deceive, 4but just as we have been approved by God to
be entrusted with the gospel, so we speak, not to please man, but
to please God who tests our hearts. ° For we never came with words
of flattery, as you know, nor with a pretext for greed—God IS
witness. *Nor did we seek glory from people, whether from you
or from others, though we could have made demands
as apostles of Christ.

1 Thessalonians 2:3-12 Witnesses of the ResurrectionMatthev?‘/



TRANSFORMATION OF THE WITNESSES

"But we were gentle among you, like a nursing mother taking care
of her own children. So, being affectionately desirous of you, we
were ready to share with you not only the gospel of God but also
our own selves, because you had become very dear to us.” For you
remember, brothers, our labor and toil: we worked night and day,
that we might not be a burden to any of you, while we proclaimed to
you the gospel of God.

1 Thessalonians 2:3-12 Withesses of the Resurrection Maﬁhe%



TRANSFORMATION OF THE WITNESSES

9You are witnesses, and God also, how holy and righteous and
blameless was our conduct toward you believers. '' For you know
how, like a father with his children, '*we exhorted each one of you
and encouraged you and charged you to walk in a manner worthy of
God, who calls you into his own kingdom and glory.

1 Thessalonians 2:3-12 Witnesses of the ResurrectionMattlA



TRANSFORMATION OF THE WITNESSES

YFor | think that God has exhibited us apostles as last of all, like
men sentenced to death, because we have become a spectacle to
the world, to angels, and to men. '©We are fools for Christ's sake,
but you are wise In Christ. We are weak, but you are strong. You are
held in honor, but we in disrepute. ' To the present hour we hunger
and thirst, we are poorly dressed and buffeted and homeless,'2and
we labor, working with our own hands. When reviled, we bless;
when persecuted, we endure; *when slandered, we entreat. \We
have become, and are still, like the scum of the world, the refuse of

all things. 1 Corinthians 4:9-13 ‘
Witnesses ofthe Resurrection—Matthew 28:1-



LIARS? LUNATICS? ORTRUTH?

4 And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain
and your faith is in vain. '>We are even found to be misrepresenting
God, because we testified about God that he raised Christ, whom
he did notraise if it Is true that the dead are not raised.

1 Corinthians 15:14-15

Witnesses ofthe Resurrection—M.
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