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Acts 2:42–47 (NKJV)  42 And they continued steadfastly in the 
apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and 

in prayers. 43 Then fear came upon every soul, and many 
wonders and signs were done through the apostles. 44Now all 

who believed were together, and had all things in common,
45and sold their possessions and goods, and divided them 

among all, as anyone had need. 46So continuing daily with one 
accord in the temple, and breaking read from house to house, 

they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart, 
47praising God and having favor with all the people. And the 
Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved

THE EARLY CHURCH ADVANCED AND WAS FRUITFUL
IN A CULTURAL CONTEXT THAT WAS MUCH MORE

CHALLENGING AND COMPLEX THAN OUR PRESENT TIME.

WHY? THEY LIVED IN THE CONTEXT OF COMMUNITY-
BASED ON STUBBORNLY LOYAL RELATIONSHIPS AND A
COMMITMENT TO LIVE OUT THE WAY OF JESUS WITH

CERTAIN NON-NEGOTIABLES.
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John 13:34–35 (NLT)  34 So now I am 
giving you a new commandment: 

Love each other. Just as I have loved 
you, you should love each other.
35 Your love for one another will 
prove to the world that you are 

my disciples.”
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SERIES: COMMUNITY #2

C ommunity

A COVENANT IS DIFFERENT FROM A CONTRACT IN THAT EACH
SIDE AGREES TO UPHOLD THEIR SIDE OF THE AGREEMENT

WHETHER OR NOT THE OTHER IS FAITHFUL.
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HISTORICAL MENTORS

HISTORICAL MENTORS

• CLAPHAM SECT
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HISTORICAL MENTORS

• CLAPHAM SECT

• ZINZENDORF & THE MORAVIANS

Acts 2:42–47 (NKJV)  42 And they continued steadfastly in the 
apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and 

in prayers. 43 Then fear came upon every soul, and many 
wonders and signs were done through the apostles. 44Now all 

who believed were together, and had all things in common,
45and sold their possessions and goods, and divided them 

among all, as anyone had need. 46So continuing daily with one 
accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, 

they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart, 
47praising God and having favor with all the people. And the 
Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.
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Acts 17:6 (NKJV) But when they did not find them, 
they dragged Jason and some brethren to the rulers of 
the city, crying out, “These who have turned the world 

upside down have come here too. 

A uthentic Community 

Margaret Mead 

“Never doubt that a small  group of committed people can  
change the world: indeed,  it’s  the only thing  that  ever has.”
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