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Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a German 
Lutheran pastor, theologian, anti-Nazi 
dissident, and key founding member 

of the Confessing Church. 

Born: February 4, 1906, Wrocław, Poland
Died: April 9, 1945, Flossenbürg, Germany

Cause of Death: Hanging
Education: Humboldt University of Berlin, 

University of Tübingen
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One of the most important theologians of the twentieth 
century illuminates the relationship between ourselves and 

the teachings of Jesus. What can the call to discipleship, the 
adherence to the word of Jesus, mean today to the 

businessman, the soldier, the laborer, or the aristocrat? What 
did Jesus mean to say to us? What is his will for us today? 
Drawing on the Sermon on the Mount, Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
answers these timeless questions by providing a seminal 

reading of the dichotomy between “cheap grace” and “costly 
grace.” “Cheap grace,” Bonhoeffer wrote, “is the grace we 

bestow on ourselves...grace without discipleship... The Cost 
of Discipleship is a compelling statement of the demands of 
sacrifice and ethical consistency from a man whose life and 

thought were exemplary articulations of a new type of 
leadership inspired by the Gospel and imbued with the spirit 

of Christian humanism and a creative sense of civic duty.

Romans 12:1-2 NKJV - 1 I beseech you 
therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that 
you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable to God, which is your reasonable 

service. 2 And do not be conformed to this 
world, but be transformed by the renewing of 
your mind, that you may prove what is that 

good and acceptable and perfect will of God.
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Romans 12:1-2 NLT - 1 Therefore, I urge you, 
brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing 
to God—this is your true and proper worship. 2 Do 

not conform to the pattern of this world but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you 
will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—

his good, pleasing and perfect will.
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