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DAY 1: THE DANGER OF ACCUMULATION
READING: MATTHEW 6:19-21

Jesus does not suggest or recommend — he commands his followers not to store up earthly
treasures. This is not a warning against owning things; it is a warning against being owned by them.
Every car rusts. Every house deteriorates. Every possession eventually loses its grip on this world. Yet
we spend enormous energy accumulating what cannot last. The question worth sitting with today is
not how much you own, but what owns you. Where your money consistently goes reveals what your
heart consistently trusts. Examine your spending this week as if it were a map leading straight to your
deepest loyalties.

Personal Reflection: If someone examined your financial habits without knowing anything else about
you, what would they conclude you treasure most?

Practical Application: Write down your three largest spending categories from last month. Pray
honestly over each one, asking God whether those reflect a heart fixed on the eternal or the
temporary.

DAY 2: THE EYE THAT REVEALS THE HEART
READING: MATTHEW 6:22-23

Jesus teaches that the eye functions as a window into the inner world of a person. What we fix our
gaze upon — what we scroll toward, what we browse for, what we daydream about — reveals the
condition of our hearts. A generous inner life produces generous outward habits. A stingy,
accumulating heart produces eyes that are always scanning for more. The light inside you will
eventually show itself. This is not a call to guilt but to honest self-examination. A healthy inner life, one
surrendered to God rather than to accumulation, produces a generosity that flows naturally and
freely from a heart at rest.

Personal Reflection: What does the pattern of your attention — what you spend time looking at and
longing for — reveal about the condition of your inner life?

Practical Application: For one day, pay attention to what you browse, wish for, or spend mental
energy on. At the end of the day, bring those observations honestly before God in prayer.

DAY 3: YOU CANNOT SERVE TWO MASTERS
READING: MATTHEW 6:24

Jesus does not leave room for a middle position. The spirit of mammon — the pull of money and
possessions as a source of identity, security, and hope — is not a neutral force. It is a master with an
agenda. It tells you that when you finally have enough, you will be free. It tells you the new purchase
deserves your time and attention. It slowly and quietly repositions itself from a tool in your hands to a
claim on your life. Jesus draws a straight line back to the first commandment found in Exodus 20:3,
which declares that no other god belongs before the Lord. Possessions were never designed to carry
the weight of a god, and they will crush you when you ask them to.

Personal Reflection: In what area of your life has money or possessions functioned more like a
master than a servant?

Practical Application: Identify one financial decision you have been avoiding or one area where fear
around money has driven your choices. Bring it before God and ask him what surrender looks like in
that specific area.
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DAY 4: THE CHEERFUL AND INTENTIONAL GIVER
READING: 2 CORINTHIANS 9:6-15

Paul describes a posture of giving that is decided, not reluctant, and cheerful rather than compelled.
The word translated as cheerful carries the sense of hilarious joy — the kind that comes from
someone who genuinely cannot believe they get to participate in something this significant. Giving is
not a transaction that satisfies a religious obligation. It is an act of trust that says God is more reliable
than my bank account. It is an act of worship that loosens the grip of mammon and reorients the
heart toward the eternal. When giving becomes something you get to do rather than something you
have to do, the need to accumulate begins to loosen its hold.

Personal Reflection: Does your giving feel more like a joyful act of trust or a reluctant obligation?
What would need to change for it to feel like the former?

Practical Application: Set aside time this week to pray and plan your giving with intention. Decide on
an amount, automate it if possible, and then ask God what additional generosity might look like
beyond that starting point.

DAY 5: TREASURES THAT LAST FOREVER
READING: LUKE 12:32-34

Jesus speaks of a kind of treasure that moths cannot eat, rust cannot destroy, and thieves cannot
reach. This is not a vague spiritual metaphor — it is a real invitation to invest the resources of this life
into outcomes that outlast this life. Every act of generosity directed toward the work of God, every gift
that funds the proclamation of the gospel, every dollar that supports the agency Jesus established
through his church, is a deposit into something eternal. You cannot take your possessions with you,
but you can send things ahead. The life you live now has weight in eternity. Live accordingly, and live
free.

Personal Reflection: When you consider the eternal significance of how you use your financial
resources today, what feels most urgent to change or begin?

Practical Application: Take one concrete step toward automated or intentional giving this week —
whether that is setting up a recurring transfer, filling out a giving form, or simply committing to give
from your next paycheck before spending on anything else. Try it for three months and watch what
God does.
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