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REFLECTION

“Formal religion only takes us so far — for it is both safe and doable. Love, however, knows no limits, takes costly risks, and 
looks for ways to give more.”


~Carolyn Custis James




FATHER LET YOUR KINGDOM COME
Chorus:


Hallelu, hallelujah

Father let Your kingdom come


May the works of my hands bring You joy

May the works of my hands bring You joy

May the works of my hands bring You joy

May the works of my hands bring You joy


May the words from my mouth speak Your peace

May the words from my mouth speak Your peace

May the words from my mouth speak Your peace

May the words from my mouth speak Your peace


Bridge:

You make all things new

You make all things new


In places we don't choose

You make all things new
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THE LIGHTING OF THE FIRST CANDLE: CHRIST OUR HOPE
We gather in response to God’s gracious invitation, not because worship earns favor with him.  


Leader: We light this candle as a sign of the coming light of Christ:

 The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me to bring good news to the poor 
People: he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to 
those who are bound

Leader: To proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our God.

People: To comfort all who mourn; to grant to those who mourn in Zion—to give them the oil of gladness instead of 
mourning.

~Isaiah 61:1-3


Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is 
inexpressible.

~1 Peter 1:8


COME THOU LONG EXPECTED JESUS
Come Thou long expected Jesus


Born to set Thy people free

From our fears and sins release us


Let us find our rest in Thee

Israel's strength and consolation

Hope of all the earth Thou art

Dear desire of every nation

Joy of every longing heart


Joy to those who long to see thee

Day-spring from on high appear


Come thou promised Rod of Jesse

Of Thy birth we long to hear


O'er the hills the angels singing

News, glad tidings of a birth


Go to him your praises bringing

Christ the Lord has come to earth


Come to earth to taste our sadness

He whose glories knew no end

By his life he brings us gladness

Our Redeemer Shepherd Friend

Leaving riches without number


Born within a cattle stall

This the everlasting wonder

Christ was born Lord of all


Born Thy people to deliver

Born a child and yet a King

Born to reign in us forever


Now Thy gracious kingdom bring

By Thine own eternal spirit

Rule in all our hearts alone

By Thine all sufficient merit


Raise us to Thy glorious throne

Charles Wesley | Clint Wells
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NEW CITY CATECHISM 

Question 27: Are all people, just as they were lost through Adam, saved through Christ?

Answer: No, only those who are elected by God and united to Christ by faith. Nevertheless God in his mercy demonstrates 
common grace even to those who are not elect, by restraining the effects of sin and enabling works of culture for human well-
being.


Question 28: What happens after death to those not united to Christ by faith?

Answer: At the day of judgment they will receive the fearful but just sentence of condemnation pronounced against them. They 
will be cast out from the favorable presence of God, into hell, to be justly and grievously punished, forever.


CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER

GREETING AND PROCESSIONAL 

Children up to 5th grade are invited to attend Children’s Church. Please meet your teacher in the lobby.  


DOXOLOGY

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

SERMON TEXT          

The public reading of the Scriptures reminds us of the truth that can only be found in God’s Word.


In the days when the judges ruled there was a famine in the land, and a man of Bethlehem in Judah went to sojourn in the 
country of Moab, he and his wife and his two sons. 2The name of the man was Elimelech and the name of his wife Naomi, and 
the names of his two sons were Mahlon and Chilion. They were Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. They went into the 
country of Moab and remained there. 3But Elimelech, the husband of Naomi, died, and she was left with her two sons. 4These 
took Moabite wives; the name of the one was Orpah and the name of the other Ruth. They lived there about ten years, 5and 
both Mahlon and Chilion died, so that the woman was left without her two sons and her husband. 6Then she arose with her 
daughters-in-law to return from the country of Moab, for she had heard in the fields of Moab that the Lord had visited his 
people and given them food. 7So she set out from the place where she was with her two daughters-in-law, and they went on the 
way to return to the land of Judah. 8But Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go, return each of you to her mother's house. 
May the Lord deal kindly with you, as you have dealt with the dead and with me. 9The Lord grant that you may find rest, each of 
you in the house of her husband!” Then she kissed them, and they lifted up their voices and wept. 10And they said to her, “No, 
we will return with you to your people.” 11But Naomi said, “Turn back, my daughters; why will you go with me? Have I yet sons 
in my womb that they may become your husbands? 12Turn back, my daughters; go your way, for I am too old to have a 
husband. If I should say I have hope, even if I should have a husband this night and should bear sons, 13would you therefore 
wait till they were grown? Would you therefore refrain from marrying? No, my daughters, for it is exceedingly bitter to me for 
your sake that the hand of the Lord has gone out against me.” 14Then they lifted up their voices and wept again. And Orpah 
kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to her. 15And she said, “See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her 
gods; return after your sister-in-law.” 16But Ruth said, “Do not urge me to leave you or to return from following you. For where 
you go I will go, and where you lodge I will lodge. Your people shall be my people, and your God my God. 17Where you die I 
will die, and there will I be buried. May the Lord do so to me and more also if anything but death parts me from you.” 18And 
when Naomi saw that she was determined to go with her, she said no more.

~Ruth 1:1-18 

 


PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
O Lord, your Word is a lamp to our feet and a light to our path. Give us grace to receive your truth in faith and love, and 
strength to follow on the path you set before us; through Jesus Christ, Amen.


SERMON      

The sermon is a time to hear God's Word explained and applied. Sermons at Emmanuel encourage us to depend on the finished work of Christ rather than self-
reliance or self-justification.


THE MOTHERS OF JESUS: RUTH                                  				         REV. SCOTT SEATON



OFFERING      

The offering is our grateful acknowledgement of trust and worship of the God who owns everything and withholds nothing. If you give online, consider 
contributing a dollar or loose change as a tangible act of worship. 


ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH
Angels we have heard on high

Sweetly singing o'er the plains


And the mountains in reply

Echoing their joyous strains


Chorus:

Gloria in excelsis Deo

Gloria in excelsis Deo


Shepherds why this jubilee

Why your joyous strains prolong


What the gladsome tidings be

Which inspire your heavenly song


Come to Bethlehem and see

Christ whose birth the angels sing


Come adore on bended knee

Christ the Lord the newborn King


James Chadwick | Kurtis Parks
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CONFESSION OF SIN
Since we are forgiven in Christ, confession is an honest word of grace and not an exercise in shame. 


Unexpected Savior, you are coming again, but this date, already marked down by the Father, isn’t for us to know. We often 
desire a timeline or diagram, wanting to nail down a future that’s out of our hands. In the place of faithless need to control, give 
me a watchful heart full of expectation and wonder. Come quickly, Lord Jesus. 

~Based on a prayer from Seeking God’s Face


ASSURANCE OF PARDON      

We are forgiven in Christ! Using the words of Scripture reinforce that our assurance is based on God’s declaration and promises. 

For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

~2 Corinthians 5:21


COMMUNION
This is the Lord’s table, not Emmanuel’s, and is open to all who have a sincere faith in Jesus and have joined themselves to the visible body of Christ. The Lord’s 
Supper isn’t simply a memorial, but is also a time of real grace imparted and received in union with God.




ALL GLORY BE TO CHRIST
Should nothing of our efforts stand


No legacy survive

Unless the Lord does raise the house


In vain its builders strive

To you who boast tomorrow’s gain


Tell me what is your life

A mist that vanishes at dawn


All glory be to Christ


Chorus:

All glory be to Christ our king


All glory be to Christ

His rule and reign we’ll ever sing


All glory be to Christ


His will be done His kingdom come

On earth as is above


Who is Himself our daily bread

Praise Him the Lord of love


Let living water satisfy

The thirsty without price


We’ll take a cup of kindness yet

All glory be to Christ


When on the day the great I Am

The faithful and the true


The Lamb who was for sinners slain

Is making all things new


Behold our God shall live with us

And be our steadfast light


And we shall e'er his people be

All glory be to Christ


Dustin Kensrue
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BENEDICTION 

Benediction literally means “good word.” It is a pronouncement of grace and blessing as we are sent, that we would live out the Christian life solely because God is 
with us.

The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; the LORD lift up his 
countenance upon you and give you peace. ~Numbers 6:24-26


After the service, a male and female leader of Emmanuel will be available to pray for any concerns you have, through the 
door on the right of the stage.


Unless noted, all Scripture is English Standard Version (ESV). ▪ CCLI #3184477 


EMMANUEL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH is a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA), a denomination committed to the historic truths of Scripture & 
the relevance of the gospel in everyday life.


*In the event of an emergency, call 911. Rivendell School’s address is:

2410 N Kensington St, Arlington, VA 22205* 




ANNOUNCEMENTS


Keeping Connected

If you’re new to Emmanuel, we’d like to stay in touch, so please fill out a Keeping Connected card through our church app. 
Click “Get Connected” and then “Get Connected”.   


Christmas Partner Drive

Stop by the Giving Tree in the lobby to purchase Christmas gifts for our neighbors in need this holiday season! Donations 
collected will go to Arlington Bridge Builders, Restoration Immigration Legal Aid, and Project Belong.


Christmas Party - TODAY

Join us for this year's Christmas Party at 5pm at Rivendell! We will have our annual chili cook-off competition for a prize, along 
with other activities! 


Please bring a side to share! 


Christmas Caroling and Cookie Exchange - December 18

In the spirit of the holiday season, please sign up to bring cookies to share with Emmanuel and to accompany caroling! You can 
sign up here.


Christmas Eve Service - December 24

Please join us at 5pm at Rivendell! Children are welcome to attend the service (no childcare).


Christmas Day Service - December 25

Please join us at 9:30am at Rivendell! Children are welcome to attend the service (no childcare or Sunday school).


December Mercy Offering - Presbyterian Church of Bangladesh 

We will collect a Mercy Offering for for the Presbyterian Church of Bangladesh and the Ayub's on December 18 during the 
closing song. Please designate this partner when giving in-person or online.


Kenya Missions Trip - August 2023

Emmanuel is planning a missions trip from August 12-19 to serve alongside Imbumi and Martha Makuku, our partners in 
Nairobi. The project is open to adults and teenagers. Look for more information in January, but if you’re interested, please 
contact Scott Seaton.


COVID Precautions

As a friendly reminder, in compliance with the CDC’s and Arlington County’s guidelines for COVID protocols, masks are 
optional during service.


Offering

We highly encourage everyone to give online through our website (click “Give” on the upper right corner) or our app (click 
“Give” on the bottom of the homepage). If this is not possible, then please mail checks to our office (5545 Langston Boulevard, 
Arlington, VA 22207).


Parking at Rivendell

Please remember not to park in front of a residence when parking at Rivendell. Parking is available surrounding the Lee 
Community Center and park as well as the Little Ambassadors Academy parking lot.  


http://bit.ly/3irp58O
mailto:sseaton@emmanuelarlington.org
mailto:sseaton@emmanuelarlington.org

	The Mothers of Jesus: Ruth                                              Rev. Scott Seaton

