
Heaven on Earth pt. 11 – Living By The Spirit 

Ephesians 5:1-20 

 

Message Overview: 

 

Chapter 5 opens with a very powerful statement: “Imitate God, therefore, in everything you do…”  That one 
statement should challenge and convict every follower of Christ.  But it should also bring great hope, because 
it gives us a compass a guidepost for knowing what is right and wrong for us to do.  In this passage of 
scripture, the Apostle Paul shares a great truth: being filled with the Holy Spirit is the key to living as Children 
of light.  When we don’t know what we should do, when we are trying to determine if something is wise, we 
need to learn to lean into the power and guidance available to us if we Live by the Spirit.  
 

 

Talk It Over: 

1. What does it mean to imitate God in everything we do?  Do you find yourself being an imitator of God 
only in certain areas and falling short in others?  If so why?  What is holding you back from being an 
imitator of God in every area of your life? 
 

2. Pastor Lane said in the message that throughout church history the pendulum of moral focus tends to 
shift from time to time.  Sometimes the focus is on sexual sins at the expense of greed, or idolatry and 
the like.  Sometimes the focus is on greed and covetousness, driving towards equality and justice but at 
the expense of comfort with sexual sin.  Paul doesn’t leave that option on the table.  How can we make 
sure that we have a correct moral focus instead of leaning one way or the other? 
 

3. Read Ephesians 5:15-16.  So many people want to know if something is right or wrong, the apostle Paul 
says we should know if it is wise.  How does asking if something is wise instead of right or wrong lead 
us to be better imitators of God?  
 

4. In verse 18 & 19, Paul compares, and contrasts, being drunk with wine and being filled with the Spirit.  
Why do you think he links the two together?  What conclusion does he wants us to come to from 
linking them in this way? 
 

5. Over the past several weeks, Pastor Lane has told us over and over again that we cannot do any of 
what Paul is teaching on our own, we need the power of the Holy Spirit to live, act, and think the way 
God wants us to.  How have you leaned into and experienced the power of the Holy Spirit in your life 
lately? 


