THORNS & THISTLES - WEEK 6

REFINED, NOT RUINED

God Uses Fire to Purify, Not Destroy
Texts: 1 Peter 1:6-7; Malachi 3:2-3

SERMON MANUSCRIPT

INTRODUCTION

One of the most difficult parts of suffering is that it can feel destructive while God is actually
being purifying.

That is the tension.

Because when you are in the fire, it rarely feels holy at first.

It feels painful.

It feels disorienting.

It feels exhausting.

It feels like things are being stripped away.

It feels like life is hotter than you can handle.

And if you are not careful, you can misread the fire.

You can assume that because it burns, God must be against you.
You can assume that because it hurts, your life must be falling apart.
You can assume that because things are being exposed, you must be ruined.
But Scripture gives us another lens.

There is a kind of fire that does not come to destroy the believer.

It comes to refine.

It comes to expose what is false.

It comes to burn away what is impure.

It comes to reveal what is genuine.

It comes to produce a faith that is cleaner, stronger, and more anchored in God than it was
before.

That is the burden of this message:
God uses fire not to ruin His people, but to refine them.

Now let’s be clear.
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We are not saying all pain is easy.

We are not saying all suffering makes immediate sense.

We are not saying every hard season can be explained neatly.
But we are saying this:

If you belong to Christ, then the fire is never pointless.

It may be painful, but it is purposeful.

It may be intense, but it is not random.

It may expose you, but it is not meant to end you.

Tonight | want to show you three truths:
The fire reveals what is genuine
The Refiner stays close to what He purifies

What is purified becomes fit for His purpose

And my prayer is that by the end of this message, you would stop reading every fire as ruin and
start seeing how God can use it to purify your faith, deepen your character, and prepare your life
for His glory.

Because for the believer, the fire is not the end of the story.

It is often the place where God is doing His deepest work.

MAIN POINT 1

THE FIRE REVEALS WHAT IS GENUINE

Peter writes to believers who are grieving various trials, and he tells them those trials are not
meaningless. They are testing something precious. They are revealing the genuineness of faith.

That is important because fire has a way of showing what comfort never exposes.
When everything is easy, it is possible to look strong without actually being deep.
When life is stable, it is possible to sound spiritual without having been tested.

When prayers are being answered quickly, it is possible to feel confident without knowing
whether your faith is rooted in God Himself or only in the blessings He gives.

But fire reveals what is genuine.

Fire tests motives.

Fire tests trust.

Fire tests what you are really leaning on.

Fire reveals whether your faith is rooted in preference or in conviction.
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It reveals whether you love God only when life feels manageable, or whether you trust Him when
life gets painful.

That is why trials are so exposing.

They bring hidden things to the surface.

They expose false confidence.

They expose shallow Christianity.

They expose borrowed convictions.

They expose whether your peace was rooted in God’s character or in your circumstances.
And Peter says this tested faith is more precious than gold.

That is a staggering statement.

Gold is valuable, but faith is more valuable.

Gold is temporary, but faith reaches into eternity.

Gold can be refined by fire, but even refined gold will perish one day.

A genuine faith, however, will endure and redound to the praise and glory and honor of Jesus
Christ.

So God allows fire not because faith is worthless, but because faith is precious.
He refines what He values.

He tests what He intends to preserve.

He exposes what is real so that what is real will stand.

And this is where many believers need a renewed perspective.

You may be in a trial right now that feels like it is undoing you.

But what if God is not undoing your faith?

What if He is uncovering its reality?

What if the fire is not there to prove you false, but to purify what is real?
This is what fire does.

It removes mixture.

It burns away the extra.

It exposes what remains when everything superficial is stripped off.

And often that is exactly how God deepens His people.

He takes them through seasons where surface faith cannot survive.
Where clichés do not hold up.

Where image cannot carry them.

Where religious performance stops working.

And in that place, something real is forged.
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A deeper trust.
A steadier hope.
A cleaner dependence.

A faith that is no longer built on how things feel, but on who God is.

Application

Some of you are in a season where the fire is revealing things you did not know were there.

Maybe it is revealing fear.

Maybe it is revealing anxiety.

Maybe it is revealing how attached you were to control.

Maybe it is revealing how much of your peace was tied to visible outcomes.

Maybe it is revealing that your faith needed to go deeper than inspiration and move into
conviction.

Do not panic when the fire exposes weakness.

Exposure is not always destruction.

Sometimes exposure is mercy.

God reveals what is fragile so He can strengthen what is true.
He reveals what is mixed so He can purify what is real.

He reveals what is shallow so He can produce depth.

So do not only ask, “Lord, why is this happening?”

Also ask, “Lord, what is this revealing in me?”

Because the fire is not only painful.

It is clarifying.

Preaching Line

The fire does not only hurt. It reveals whether your faith is real, rooted, and
ready to endure.

MAIN POINT 2

THE REFINER STAYS CLOSE TO WHAT HE PURIFIES
Malachi 3:2-3

“But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears?

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap.
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He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine
them like gold and silver.”

This is one of the most beautiful details in the refining image.

The text does not just say God refines.

It says He sits as a refiner and purifier.

That means He is not distant from the process.

He is not careless with the flame.

He is not absent while the heat rises.

He sits.

That picture matters because it shows intention, attention, and nearness.
A refiner does not throw metal into fire and walk away.

He watches it.

He monitors it.

He knows how long it needs to stay there.

He knows what the heat is meant to remove.

He knows when the process has done its work.

That means if God is refining His people, He is not doing so recklessly.
He is present in the process.

The fire may feel intense, but it is measured.

The season may feel long, but it is supervised.

The purification may be painful, but it is not abandoned.

This is crucial because one of the worst lies suffering tells is this: “God has left you alone in the
fire.”

But Malachi gives us a different picture.

The Lord sits as a refiner.

He stays engaged.

He stays attentive.

He stays near to what He purifies.

That means the believer is never alone in the flame.

You may not always feel Him emotionally.

You may not always understand what He is doing.

You may not always see why the process is taking as long as it is.

But the presence of the Refiner is not determined by your ability to explain the fire.
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He is still there.

Watching.

Working.

Purifying.

Governing the process.

And the fact that He sits also implies patience.

God is not rushed in His work.

He is committed to doing it thoroughly.

We want quick relief.

He wants real purity.

We want instant escape.

He wants lasting transformation.

And because He loves His people, He will not stop at surface-level change.
He is after something deeper.

Cleaner worship.

Truer motives.

Holier devotion.

A life that can offer Him what is righteous and pleasing.
That is what Malachi says this refining is for.

It is so the people of God may once again offer offerings in righteousness.
In other words, refining is connected to worship.

God purifies His people so that what comes from their lives may truly honor Him.

Application

Some of you need to hear this clearly:

God has not walked away from you in the fire.

Just because the heat is high does not mean His presence is low.

Just because the process is painful does not mean He is absent.

Just because you do not understand the timing does not mean nobody is governing the flame.
The Refiner sits.

He knows what this fire is touching.

He knows what it is removing.

He knows how long it needs to last.
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He knows what He is forming in you.

So instead of reading the fire as abandonment, learn to see it as supervised grace.

You are not burning alone.

You are being purified under the watch of a faithful God.

Preaching Line

The same God who allows the fire is the God who sits over it, watches it, and

stays near through it.

MAIN POINT 3

WHAT IS PURIFIED BECOMES FIT FOR HIS PURPOSE
One of the reasons refining matters is because purity and usefulness are connected.
God does not purify His people merely to make them look better.

He purifies them so they can better reflect Him, serve Him, and carry what honors Him.

Refining prepares a life for purpose.

When impurities remain, they weaken what the object was meant to be.

They distort it.

They make it less sound.

Less clear.

Less useful.

And spiritually, the same is true.
Pride weakens usefulness.
Self-reliance weakens usefulness.

Mixed motives weaken usefulness.

Hidden compromise weakens usefulness.

Divided loyalties weaken usefulness.

So in His love, God refines.

He removes what contaminates devotion.

He burns off what clouds obedience.

He strips away what keeps our lives from fully reflecting His character.

This is why the fire is not meaningless.

It is making you more fit for what God wants to do through you.

More fit to carry responsibility.
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More fit to walk in holiness.

More fit to love people well.

More fit to minister without mixture.

More fit to worship without pretense.

More fit to endure with steadiness and integrity.

A lot of people want usefulness without purification.

They want God to trust them with influence, but not refine their pride.
They want God to use their gifts, but not purify their motives.

They want greater purpose, but not deeper holiness.

But in the kingdom of God, refinement is mercy.

Because God loves us too much to leave us unpurified while asking us to carry holy things.
He refines before He releases.

He purifies as He prepares.

He cleans what He intends to use.

And the beautiful thing is this: what comes out of refining is often stronger, clearer, and more
durable than what went in.

Not because the material changed into something else, but because what was contaminating it
was removed.

And that is often what God is doing in our lives.
He is not abandoning His purpose for you.

He is clearing away what would keep you from walking in it well.

Application

Some of you are praying for purpose, and that is good.

But maybe this season is God’s answer in a form you did not expect.

Maybe He is preparing you by purifying you.

Maybe He is making you cleaner in heart, steadier in character, and more trustworthy in spirit.
Maybe He is doing the hidden work that will support the visible assignment later.
So do not despise the process.

What God purifies, He prepares.

What He prepares, He can entrust.

What He entrusts, He intends to use for His glory.

That means your fire may not be proof that your purpose is dying.

It may be proof that your purpose is being purified.
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Preaching Line

God does not purify you to waste you. He purifies you to make you fit for what

He has called you to carry.

CONCLUSION

So what do we see in this message?
We see that the fire reveals what is genuine.

We see that the Refiner stays close to what He purifies.

We see that what is purified becomes fit for His purpose.

This is the hope for every believer in a fiery season:
You are not being ruined.

You are being refined.

The heat is real.

The grief is real.

The process is real.

But the purpose is real too.

God is using the fire to reveal what is true.

He is using the fire to burn away what is false.

He is using the fire to deepen your faith, purify your devotion, and prepare your life for righteous

usefulness.

And because He is the Refiner, the fire is not out of control.

It is supervised.
It is measured.
It is purposeful.

It is under His eye.

Preaching Wrap

What feels like ruin may actually be refinement.

What feels like loss may actually be purification.

And what burns now may be making you ready for what God has next.

ALTAR CALL / RESPONSE

Tonight | want to call two groups of people to respond.

First, | want to speak to believers who feel like they are in the fire right now.
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This season has been hot.

It has stretched you.

It has exposed things in you.

It has wearied you.

And if you are honest, part of you has wondered whether you are falling apart.
Tonight, | want you to hear this:

If you belong to Christ, the fire is not proof that God is done with you.
It may be proof that God is refining you.

So bring Him what the fire has exposed.

Bring Him the fear.

Bring Him the pride.

Bring Him the weariness.

Bring Him the mixed motives.

Bring Him the uncertainty.

And pray, “Lord, do not let this fire ruin me. Refine me. Burn away what should not remain, and
make me fit for Your purpose.”

Second, | want to speak to those who do not know Christ.

The deepest issue in your life is not only pain. It is sin. And no amount of self-effort can purify
the heart before God.

But Jesus Christ came to save sinners, cleanse the guilty, and make people new through His
death and resurrection.

If you will turn from your sin and trust in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, He will forgive you,
cleanse you, and give you new life.

This is your moment to come to Him.

FINAL CLOSE

The fire may be hot,

but the hand of God is steady.
And if He is refining you,

then He is not ruining you.

He is preparing you.
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