
WHEN THE TRUMPETS SOUND 

Series: Revealed – Living Ready in Unsteady Times 
Text: Revelation 8:6 – 11:19 (NLT)

Heaven’s trumpets sound both mercy and warning. 
When heaven’s trumpets sound, freedom and fear are 
heard in the same note.


Living as the Church Jesus Needs 

“And instantly I was in the Spirit, and I saw a throne in 
heaven and someone sitting on it.” 

—Revelation 4:2 (NLT) 
John was not writing from fear but from the Spirit. 
Everything he saw originated from heaven’s throne and 
rippled through creation and time. What happens in 
heaven shapes what happens on earth.

Every scene in Revelation has two dimensions:

• Physical effects for those living in the flesh — chaos, 

fear, destruction.

• Spiritual effects for those living in the Spirit — clarity, 

alignment, endurance, and awakening.

“Those who are dominated by the sinful nature think about 
sinful things, but those who are controlled by the Holy 
Spirit think about things that please the Spirit. So letting 
your sinful nature control your mind leads to death. But 



letting the Spirit control your mind leads to life and 
peace.” 

—Romans 8:5–6 (NLT) 
“When you follow the desires of your sinful nature, the 
results are very clear: sexual immorality, impurity, lustful 
pleasures, idolatry, sorcery, hostility, quarreling, jealousy, 
outbursts of anger, selfish ambition, dissension, division, 
envy, drunkenness, wild parties, and other sins like 
these… But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in 
our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no law 
against these things! Those who belong to Christ Jesus 
have nailed the passions and desires of their sinful nature 
to his cross and crucified them there. Since we are living 
by the Spirit, let us follow the Spirit’s leading in every part 
of our lives.” 

—Galatians 5:19–25 (NLT) 
The difference between panic and peace is not what 
happens around you but who governs within you.


The Kind of Church Jesus Needs Now 

Jesus doesn’t need a church that merely interprets the 
signs; He needs a church that embodies His Spirit while 
the world shakes.

A Church That: 
* Hears heaven’s sound and responds in holiness, not 



hysteria. 
* Walks in the fruit of the Spirit while the world displays 
the fruit of the flesh. 
* Lives under the government of the Spirit, not the 
confusion of the world. 
* Refuses lukewarm compromise, lost identity, and 
worldly imitation.

We live from the throne, not for survival. When heaven’s 
trumpets sound, the world hears warning, but the Church 
hears worship and alignment.


Before the First Trumpet – Heaven’s Angels 
and the Winds They Hold Back 

Revelation isn’t chaos; it’s choreography. Every angel 
John sees reveals another layer of Jesus’ perfect 
government. Before the trumpets sound, heaven reminds 
us that mercy always precedes movement.

A Picture from the Exodus 
Just as in Exodus, the line between mercy and judgment 
was drawn by obedience to God’s word. The Israelites 
didn’t know what was coming; they only knew that 
obedience meant life.

“For the Lord will pass through the land to strike down the 
Egyptians. But when he sees the blood on the top and 
sides of the doorframe, the Lord will pass over your home. 



He will not permit his death angel to enter your house and 
strike you down.” 

—Exodus 12:23 (NLT) 
The same event that brought mercy to the ready brought 
despair to the unprepared. Revelation echoes this pattern 
— mercy and judgment always move together.

Readiness determines whether the trumpet sounds like 
deliverance or disaster.


Heaven’s Government in Motion 

Before the first trumpet sounds, heaven is already active. 
Angels move at the command of the Lamb — not 
randomly, but as administrators of His government. Some 
deliver His word, some declare His worth, some restrain 
chaos, and others announce divine transition.

Nothing in Revelation is accidental. Every movement 
is under command.


The Angels John Sees 

The Messenger Angels – Revelation 1:1 
Heaven’s translators — carrying revelation so John could 
see through heaven’s lens.

The Worship Angels – Revelation 4–5 
Worship establishes authority.




The Governing Angels and the Four Winds – 
Revelation 7:1

“Then I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the 
earth, holding back the four winds so they did not blow on 
the earth or the sea or even on any tree.” 

— Revelation 7:1 (NLT) 
These angels represent divine restraint. The “four corners” 
symbolize the whole earth — north, south, east, west — 
while the “four winds” represent the total reach of God’s 
power and presence.

“I will bring enemies from the four corners of the earth, 
and they will scatter the people of Elam to the four winds.” 

—Jeremiah 49:36 (NLT) 
“Come, O breath, from the four winds! Breathe into these 
dead bodies so they may live again.” 

—Ezekiel 37:9 (NLT) 
The same winds that uproot the proud also resurrect 
the humble.  
Before the trumpets sound, heaven pauses — mercy in 
motion — judgment delayed until redemption is complete. 
Every shaking is contained by sovereignty.


Meaning for the Church 

These winds reveal our current tension: 
God is holding back judgment while stirring up His 



Church. 
To those living by the flesh, the wind feels like resistance; 
to those living by the Spirit, it feels like refreshing.

The wind that resists the flesh refreshes the Spirit.

The Exodus Parallel – Trumpet Blasts That Freed the 
Slaves

Each trumpet in Revelation follows the same pattern: 
Announcement → Preparation → Transformation → Event 
→ Response.

The same trumpet that calls the redeemed to freedom 
sounds like collapse to the self-governed world.

The redeemed hear the same sound differently.


The Trumpet Angels 

“I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and they 
were given seven trumpets.” 

—Revelation 8:2 (NLT) 
Trumpets always mark transition: 
* Israel breaking camp (Numbers 10) 
* Kings crowned (1 Kings 1) 
* Armies advancing (Joshua 6) 
* Prophets warning (Joel 2)

Heaven’s restraint now becomes revelation.What the 
winds held back, the trumpets will now release.




The same breath that sealed the saints now shakes the 
systems that oppose the King.


The Trumpets 

The Trumpet of Warning – Revelation 8:6–13

Each blast is heaven’s alarm — measured mercy.

The same sound that freed Israel destroyed Egypt. 
To the redeemed, the trumpet means alignment. 
To the rebellious, it signals collapse.

I will not fear heaven’s warning—I will align with its call.

The Trumpet of Deception and Torment – Revelation 
9:1–21 
“Then the fifth angel blew his trumpet, and I saw a star 
that had fallen to earth…”

Hell opens and deception fills the air. Those without God’s 
seal suffer torment yet refuse repentance.

Pain can awaken repentance, but rebellion resists it.

I refuse to twist His truth to fit my comfort; I will let His 
truth transform me.

The Trumpet of Prophetic Responsibility – Revelation 
10:1–11 
“He held a small scroll open in his hand… ‘Take it and eat 
it,’ he said. ‘It will be sweet as honey in your mouth, but it 
will turn sour in your stomach.’”




We must consume truth before we can communicate 
truth. 
I will eat His Word even when it costs me comfort.

The Trumpet of Witness – Revelation 11:1–14  
“I will give power to my two witnesses, and they will 
prophesy during those 1,260 days.”

Our testimony cannot be silenced when heaven 
authorizes it. 
My witness will stand until His purpose in me is complete.

The Trumpet of Triumph – Revelation 11:15–19  
“Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were 
loud voices shouting in heaven: 
‘The world has now become the Kingdom of our Lord and 
of His Christ, and He will reign forever and ever.’”

The veil is gone; His presence is open to all who belong to 
Him. 
When heaven shakes the earth, I will sing instead of fear.


Our Declarations 

• We are governed by the Spirit, not the world.

• We hear heaven’s warning as our call to worship.

• We will not be shaken by judgment — we will be 

shaped by grace.

• We will carry His Word even when it costs us.

• We live from the throne, not for survival.




Key Takeaways 

1. God’s government is balanced — mercy before 
judgment, invitation before wrath.


2. The redeemed interpret trumpets as alignment, not 
annihilation.


3. Lukewarm hearts hear confusion; faithful hearts hear 
commission.


4. Every self-made throne will topple, but those seated 
with Christ remain unshaken.


5. Heaven’s trumpets are redemptive rhythms — calling 
hearts back to the King.


Closing Thought 

The trumpets of Revelation do not terrify the Church — 
they train it. They remind us that Jesus already reigns and 
we are already seated with Him. While the world trembles 
under rebellion, we live under redemption.

When heaven sounds its warning, we don’t panic — 
we posture our hearts under His rule and proclaim His 
Kingdom until the final trumpet sounds.



