
The Life That Gives Back
Series: This Changes Everything

Romans 12 (NLT)

Saved people serve people — grace becomes gratitude in motion.
Grace received becomes a life surrendered, a body engaged, a love 
expressed, and a different way of responding.

1. A Life Offered to God
Worship begins with surrender, not activity.
“And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies to God 
because of all he has done for you. Let them be a living and holy sacrifice—the 
kind he will find acceptable. This is truly the way to worship him. Don’t copy the 
behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person 
by changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, 
which is good and pleasing and perfect.”

—Romans 12:1–2
• Our response to mercy is surrender, not performance
• True worship is offering our whole lives to God
• Transformation begins with renewed thinking
• A renewed mind leads to a redirected life

2. A Life Placed in the Body
Saved people don’t compete — they contribute.
“Because of the privilege and authority God has given me, I give each of you this 
warning: Don’t think you are better than you really are. Be honest in your 
evaluation of yourselves, measuring yourselves by the faith God has given us. Just 
as our bodies have many parts and each part has a special function, so it is with 
Christ’s body. We are many parts of one body, and we all belong to each other. In 
his grace, God has given us different gifts for doing certain things well. So if God 
has given you the ability to prophesy, speak out with as much faith as God has 
given you. If your gift is serving others, serve them well. If you are a teacher, teach 
well. If your gift is to encourage others, be encouraging. If it is giving, give 
generously. If God has given you leadership ability, take the responsibility 
seriously. And if you have a gift for showing kindness to others, do it gladly.”

—Romans 12:3–8
• Pride and insecurity both disconnect us from purpose
• We belong to the body because of grace, not performance
• Spiritual gifts are responsibilities, not rewards
• Purpose is discovered by showing up and serving



3. Love That Shows Up
Genuine love always moves toward action.
“Don’t just pretend to love others. Really love them. Hate what is wrong. Hold 
tightly to what is good. Love each other with genuine affection, and take delight in 
honoring each other. Never be lazy, but work hard and serve the Lord 
enthusiastically. Rejoice in our confident hope. Be patient in trouble, and keep on 
praying. When God’s people are in need, be ready to help them. Always be eager 
to practice hospitality.”

—Romans 12:9–13
• Love must be sincere, not performed
• Honor replaces rivalry
• Serving the Lord includes serving people
• Love expresses itself through generosity and hospitality

4. A Different Response Under Pressure
Grace reshapes how we respond to conflict.
“Bless those who persecute you. Don’t curse them; pray that God will bless them. 
Be happy with those who are happy, and weep with those who weep. Live in 
harmony with each other. Don’t be too proud to enjoy the company of ordinary 
people. And don’t think you know it all! Never pay back evil with more evil. Do 
things in such a way that everyone can see you are honorable. Do all that you can 
to live in peace with everyone. Dear friends, never take revenge. Leave that to the 
righteous anger of God. For the Scriptures say, “I will take revenge; I will pay them 
back,” says the Lord. Instead, “If your enemies are hungry, feed them. If they are 
thirsty, give them something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals of 
shame on their heads.” Don’t let evil conquer you, but conquer evil by doing 
good.”

—Romans 12:14–21
• We bless instead of curse
• We pursue peace without escalating conflict
• We leave justice in God’s hands
• We overcome evil by doing good

KEY TAKEAWAY
The greatest evidence of salvation is not what we believe —
it’s the life we’re now willing to give away.

FAITH STATEMENTS
• I offer my life to God as an act of worship, not obligation
• I choose transformation over conformity
• I serve humbly as part of the body of Christ



• I love genuinely, without pretense or performance
• I trust God with justice and overcome evil by doing good


