
The Symbolism of the Dove and the 
Holy Spirit

Scripture Reading: Luke 3:21-22

"When all the people were being baptized, 
Jesus was baptized too. And as he was praying, heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit 
descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: 'You are my Son, 
whom I love; with you I am well pleased.'"

Reflection

Imagine the moment Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist. As Jesus emerged from the water, 
the heavens opened, and a dove descended, alighting upon Him. This profound moment 
symbolized the Holy Spirit descending upon Jesus in bodily form, as described in Luke 3.

The imagery of the dove is rich and multifaceted. When we think of a dove, we do not 
immediately think of power or energy as the imagery of the wind evokes, but of gentleness and 
sensitivity. The image of a dove gives us new insight into different aspects of the Holy Spirit.

In the Song of Solomon 1:15, the bride is commended for having eyes like a dove, signifying 
unwavering focus and devotion. This metaphor speaks to the Holy Spirit’s steadfastness and 
dedication. Doves are monogamous and loyal, often called lovebirds, symbolizing love and 
faithfulness.   

Doves also serve as messengers, much like the Holy Spirit, who delivers God's messages to us, 
teaching and guiding us through life's challenges (John 14:26). He discloses truths to us, 
revealing the heart of the Father. 

Doves are sensitive to their surroundings, quickly reacting to disturbances. This sensitivity 
mirrors the Holy Spirit’s purity and responsiveness to our spiritual environment.  He can be 
quenched and grieved by our thoughts and actions. 

A white dove symbolizes purity, while a dove with an olive branch signifies peace. Jesus 
instructed us in Matthew 10:16 to be "as harmless as doves," encouraging us to embody 
innocence, purity, and peace—attributes of the Holy Spirit.

As we meditate on these symbols, let us determine to welcome the Holy Spirit into our lives, 
opening our hearts to His guidance,  embracing His gentle, yet powerful, presence in our lives.



Companion Lectio Divina

1. Read: Slowly read Luke 3:21-22. Take your time to absorb the words and the imagery of 
the Holy Spirit descending like a dove.

2. Meditate : Ask the Lord to give you one word from this passage. Reflect on the 
significance of this word. 

3. Contemplate: Engage in a conversation with God about what your word.  Ask Him to 
elaborate, to expand your word. Wait on Him. See how He speaks to you.

4. Respond: Ask the Lord how to activate this word in your life this week. Spend a few 
moments in silence, resting in God’s presence. Finish with a prayer of intention stating 
how you will walk out your word this week. Allow the Holy Spirit to work within you, 
bringing peace and clarity to your heart and mind.

May you be filled with the Holy Spirit, embracing His purity, peace, and guidance each day.

Personal Reflection Questions for the Devotional

Reflect on the Characteristics of Doves
Take a moment to ponder the characteristics of doves. What attributes such as purity, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and focus resonate most with you? Write down the ones that stand out 
and consider why they are meaningful to you.

Scripture Reading and Reflection
Read Matthew 3:13-17, Mark 1:9-11, and Luke 3:21-22. Spend some time reflecting on these 
passages and the scene where Jesus is baptized and the Holy Spirit descends upon Him in the 
form of a dove. How are these passages alike?  How are they different? How does this imagery 
speak to you personally?

The Symbolism of the Holy Spirit
In the scenes described in the above scriptures, what is the symbol for the Holy Spirit? Reflect on 
what this symbol—a dove—means to you personally. What aspects of the Holy Spirit's nature 
does it reveal to you?

Old Testament Significance of Doves

In Genesis 8:6-12 Noah sent out a dove from the ark. What happened with the dove?

According to Luke 2:24 and Leviticus 5:11 and 12:8, doves were used for specific offerings in 
the Old Testament. Reflect on what this use of doves signifies to you and how it highlights their 
symbolic importance in biblical times.

Jesus' Mention of Doves in Matthew 10:16
In Matthew 10:16, Jesus mentions doves. Consider the characteristics of doves that He highlights 
in this verse. Reflect on how these traits can influence your own behavior and attitude as a 
believer.



Creating a Welcoming Environment for the Holy Spirit
Given that doves are sensitive to their surroundings, and that we can grieve, quench and even 
insult the Holy Spirit, reflect on how you can make your life a comfortable place for the Holy 
Spirit to dwell. What practical steps can you take to create an environment that invites and 
nurtures the presence of the Holy Spirit?

Use these personal reflection questions to deepen your understanding of the Holy Spirit’s 
gentle yet profound presence in your life, symbolized by the dove.


