
Divine Wind: Understanding 
the Wind of the Holy Spirit

In "The Mystery of the Holy Spirit," A.W. Tozer 
profoundly states, "For God's personality is so 
infinitely rich and manifold that it will take a thousand years of close search and intimate 
communion even to begin to know the outer edges of the glorious nature of God." Such a 
thought emphasizes the complexity and depth of understanding the Holy Spirit. Indeed, we are 
on the very outskirts—fringes—of knowing who the Holy Spirit is.

The Mystery and Majesty of the Holy Spirit

Job 26:14 says, "Behold, these are the fringes of His ways, and how faint a word we hear of 
Him!" This verse reminds us that our current comprehension of the Holy Spirit is merely 
scratching the surface. Our human minds, limited as they are, strive to grasp the infinite mind of 
God. First Corinthians 2:11 reinforces this by stating, "Even so, the thoughts of God no one 
knows except the Spirit of God."

In our quest to know the Holy Spirit, the Bible uses metaphors to help us understand His nature. 
One such metaphor is the wind, as illustrated by Jesus in John 3:8: "The wind blows where it 
wishes, and you hear the sound of it, but do not know where it comes from and where it is going. 
So is everyone who is born of the Spirit."

The Wind as a Metaphor for the Holy Spirit

Consider the characteristics of wind and how they parallel the Holy Spirit:

Refreshing Presence

Recently, I experienced the stillness and stifling heat of a windless day, making me realize the 
refreshing nature even a slight breeze can bring. Acts 3:19 says, "Repent, therefore, and return 
that your sins may be wiped away, so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the 
Lord." The presence of the Holy Spirit is like that refreshing wind—bringing a sense of renewal 
and invigoration.

Invisible yet Tangible

While we cannot see the wind, we can feel its effects. Similarly, we may not see the Holy Spirit, 
but we can feel His movement. The unpredictability of the wind, swirling leaves in one part of a 
yard while leaving another untouched, mirrors the movement of the Holy Spirit. As Jesus said, 
"The wind blows where it wishes."

Localized Movement



Wind can be highly localized, which is evident in phenomena such as waterspouts. This localized 
nature is akin to how the Holy Spirit operates. During the Welsh Revival, for example, the Spirit 
moved powerfully in one town while the next town felt no movement. This selective outpouring 
underscores the sovereign will of the Holy Spirit.

Powerful Force

Wind's power can be both awe-inspiring and terrifying. The sound of a rushing, violent wind, as 
described in Acts 2 during Pentecost, exemplifies this. Jesus promised in Acts 1:8, "You shall 
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be My witnesses both in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth." The Holy 
Spirit's transformative power equips believers to fulfill God's mission.

Embracing the Divine Wind

Understanding the Holy Spirit as the divine wind encourages us to embrace His presence and 
movement. We must acknowledge our limitations and approach the Holy Spirit with reverence 
and humility, open to the refreshment, guidance, and power He provides.

Conclusion: An Ongoing Journey

Tozer poignantly observed, "You can discover more about the Holy Spirit in five minutes on your 
knees adoring Him than in five years at a seminary." Our journey to understand the Holy Spirit is 
ongoing and infinite. While we dwell on the fringes of His ways now, we hope to continually 
grow in our knowledge and experience of Him throughout eternity.

As believers, let us commit to deepening our relationship with the Holy Spirit. May we 
experience His refreshing presence, feel His invisible yet tangible movement, witness His 
localized power, and be transformed by His mighty force. Let us be open to the divine wind, 
allowing the Holy Spirit to guide us into a deeper communion with God.

Discussion Questions:

1. How have you experienced the Holy Spirit's presence in your life?
2. What aspects of the wind metaphor resonate most with your understanding of the Holy 

Spirit?
3. How can you cultivate a deeper relationship with the Holy Spirit in your daily life?

Prayer:

Heavenly Father, we thank You for the gift of the Holy Spirit. Help us to understand and embrace 
His presence in our lives. May we be refreshed, guided, and empowered by the divine wind. 
Open our hearts to experience more of You each day. In Jesus' name, Amen.


