
 

1. We may think our pastimes and pursuits bring ____________, but we will find out __________________ in 
the end. (Colossians 3:2; 1 John 2:15-17; Romans 12:2; 1 Timothy 6:7; Ecclesiastes 1:14) 

2. “You shall have ___________ other gods ______________ Me.” (Exodus 20:3,23; John 14:6; Matthew 6:33;                 
Matthew 22:37-40; Ephesians 1:22-23) 

3. The gods (and pursuits) of this world come with no ________________ and have no _________________.                     
(1 Samuel 17:49; Philippians 2:10-11; Jeremiah 16:20; Psalm 135:15-18; Isaiah 42:5,8, 44:9-11) 

   

4. Going after gods will only ___________________ problems. (Psalm 16:4; Joshua 24:20) 

5. God is ___________________ at work! (John 5:17; Philippians 1:6; Psalm 121:3; Psalm 34:16; Isaiah 41:11; 1 Peter 5:5) 

6. You can’t simply ‘____________  ____________’ of God! (Philippians 2:10-11; Romans 14:12; Romans 1:18-32;                 
Jonah 1:1-17;  Proverbs 1:24-33; John 12:48) 

Sunday, August 22, 2021 

WHEN FALSE GODS TOPPLE
(1 Samuel 5:1-12)



Taking it further to help you THRIVE…
THRIVE Groups are where life and growth take place. 

We don't want to just say “See you next week” as we leave each Sunday - we want to connect!
[For more info on joining a THRIVE Group, visit thrivekg.org/thrive-groups.]

1. Looking back at your notes from this week's teaching, was there anything that particularly caught 
your attention, challenged, or confused you?

2. Few people today likely have statues they bow down to - but ‘idolatry’ comes in many shapes and 
sizes. What are some socially accepted idols we have in our lives? In what ways do our problems 
multiply when we pursue these (Psalm 16:4)?

3. How does verse 3 describe the way Dagon fell? Read 1 Samuel 17:49. When David killed 
Goliath, how did Goliath fall? What can we learn from this??

4. Dagon fell, and his head and arms broke off. Contrast that with the One True God, who continued 
to be at work, whose hand continued to be engaged in the life of His people and against their 
enemies. In what specific ways do you see God actively at work in your life right now? What has 
‘God done for you lately’ that a pastime or pursuit has not been able to do for you?

5. We see the Philistines passing the ark around like a hot potato, trying to get rid of it. People today 
often do the same thing with Jesus / the Word of God; they simply want to get rid of Him - but they 
can’t! In what ways do we see the world doing this? How/when might we as Christ-followers 
ignore Him or not give Him our time, attention, devotion, and response as we should? How can 
we change this?


