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Matthew 16:16 Simon Peter replied, “You are the 
Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus 

answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! 
For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but 
my Father who is in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are 
Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 19 I will give 

you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever 
you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in 

heaven.” 20 Then he strictly charged the disciples to 
tell no one that he was the Christ. 



How can God’s Sovereignty and 

Human-Will Co-exist? 

Human-will is a double edged blade.

Human-will can be the foundation of love.

Human-will can be the foundation of pride.

Human-will does not negate consequences.



Human-will in an evolutionary world without a Holy 
God would result only in the consequences of man. 

Like the world we live in now, this is our 
world as we created it.

Humans would be no more than a higher level of the 
animal Kingdom.



The Truth is that there is the one and only Holy God, 
Yahweh.

He created us to receive His love and care 
but He knew that would require our 

rebellion and His redemption.



Genesis 5:1 This is the book of the generations of 
Adam. When God created man, he made him in the 

likeness of God. 2 Male and female he created them, 
and he blessed them and named them Man when 
they were created. 3 When Adam had lived 130 

years, he fathered a son in his own likeness, after his 
image, and named him Seth.



Before the world was created the Lord looked ahead 
and knew everything every man would do starting with 

Adam, Eve, and the Heavenly Host.

Knowing the outcome He chose to show us a 
greater love.

Romans 5:8 but God shows his love for us in that while 
we were still sinners, Christ died for us.



God knew everything the nations of men would do.

He knew He would have to flood the earth because of 
their sin and demonic influence.



God knew everything the nation of Israel would do.

He knew they would kill His prophets.



He knows every move Satan would make and will 
make through the end times. 

Not only does the Lord know He uses it against 
Him to complete His love for His people.



Romans 5:18 Therefore, as one trespass led to 
condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness 
leads to justification and life for all men. 19 For as by 

the one man’s disobedience the many were made 
sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many will 

be made righteous. 20 Now the law came in to 
increase the trespass, but where sin increased, grace 
abounded all the more, 21 so that, as sin reigned in 
death, grace also might reign through righteousness 
leading to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.



1 Corinthians 15:20 But in fact Christ has been raised 
from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen 

asleep. 21 For as by a man came death, by a man has 
come also the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in 
Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 

23 But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then 
at his coming those who belong to Christ. 24 Then 

comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God 
the Father after destroying every rule and every 

authority and power. 25 For he must reign until he has 
put all his enemies under his feet.



On this Apostolic foundation I will build my church.

Ekklesia = Assembly

The Great Mystery of God



Royal Priesthood





2 Peter 2:1 So put away all malice and all deceit 
and hypocrisy and envy and all slander. 2 Like 

newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, 
that by it you may grow up into salvation— 3 if 
indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.



4 As you come to him, a living stone rejected by 
men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, 
5 you yourselves like living stones are being built 

up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to 
offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through 

Jesus Christ. 



6 For it stands in Scripture: 

	 	 “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, 


a cornerstone chosen and precious, 

	 	 and whoever believes in him will not be put to 

shame.” 

7 So the honor is for you who believe, but for those 

who do not believe, 

	 	 “The stone that the builders rejected 


has become the cornerstone,” 

8 and “A stone of stumbling, 


and a rock of offense.” 



They stumble because they disobey the word, as 
they were destined to do. 


9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a 
holy nation, a people for his own possession, that 

you may proclaim the excellencies of him who 
called you out of darkness into his marvelous 
light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now 

you are God’s people; once you had not received 
mercy, but now you have received mercy. 




11 Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to 
abstain from the passions of the flesh, which wage 

war against your soul. 12 Keep your conduct among 
the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak 
against you as evildoers, they may see your good 

deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation. 







2 Peter 2:5 you yourselves like living stones are 
being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy 

priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. 



Ephesians 2:11 Therefore remember that at one 
time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the 

uncircumcision” by what is called the circumcision, 
which is made in the flesh by hands— 12 remember 

that you were at that time separated from Christ, 
alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and 

strangers to the covenants of promise, having no 
hope and without God in the world. 



13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off 
have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For 
he himself is our peace, who has made us both one 
and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of 
hostility 15 by abolishing the law of commandments 

expressed in ordinances, that he might create in 
himself one new man in place of the two, so making 
peace, 16 and might reconcile us both to God in one 
body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. 



17 And he came and preached peace to you who 
were far off and peace to those who were near. 18 For 
through him we both have access in one Spirit to the 
Father. 19 So then you are no longer strangers and 

aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and 
members of the household of God,



 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 

21 in whom the whole structure, being joined 
together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In 
him you also are being built together into a dwelling 

place for God by the Spirit. 



The miracle of being spiritually born-again as a 
child of God.

The miracle of being called out of the darkness.

The Miracle of meaning and purpose. 

The Miracle of eternal life.



2 Corinthians 5:16 So from now on we don’t look at 
anyone the way the world does. At one time we 

looked at Christ in that way. But we don’t anymore. 

17 Anyone who believes in Christ is a new creation. 
The old is gone! The new has come! 18 It is all from 
God. He brought us back to himself through Christ’s 
death on the cross. And he has given us the task of 

bringing others back to him through Christ. 



2 Corinthians 5:19 God was bringing the world back 
to himself through Christ. He did not hold people’s 

sins against them. God has trusted us with the 
message that people may be brought back to him. 20 
So we are Christ’s official messengers. It is as if God 

were making his appeal through us. Here is what 
Christ wants us to beg you to do. Come back to God! 


21Christ didn’t have any sin. But God made him 
become sin for us. So we can be made right with God 

because of what Christ has done for us.




Revelation 12: 10 And I heard a loud voice in heaven, 
saying,“Now the salvation and the power and the 
kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ 

have come, for the accuser of our brothers has been 
thrown down, who accuses them day and night before 

our God. 11 And they have conquered him by the 
blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, 

for they loved not their lives even unto death. 
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