GROWING A FAITH THAT ENDURES



[5] It was by faith that Enoch was taken up to
heaven without dying-"he disappeared,
because God took him." For before he was
taken up, he was known as a person who
pleased God. [6] And it is impossible to
please God without faith. Anyone who wants
to come to him must believe that God exists
and that he rewards those who sincerely
seek him.

Hebrews 11:5-6 NLT wrs



[23] Enoch lived 365 years, [24]
walking in close fellowship with God.
Then one day he disappeared,

because God took him.
Genesis 5:23-24 NLT
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Enoch pleased God because
he walked closely with God.



Faith is not the feeling that

God is near, it is the certainty
that HE IS Near.



Just because you are working
for Jesus doesn’t mean that
you are walking with him.

Matthew 7:21-23 NLT

[21] "Not everyone who calls out to me, 'Lord! Lord!" will enter the Kingdom of Heaven. Only
those who actually do the will of my Father in heaven will enter. [22] On judgment day many will
say to me, 'Lord! Lord! We prophesied in your name and cast out demons in your name and
performed many miracles in your name.' [23] But I will reply, 'T never knew you. Get away from
me, you who break God's laws.'



"Activity is not strength. Work is not
zeal. Moving about is not devotion.
Activity often is the unrecognized
symptom of spiritual weakness. It may
be hurtful to piety when made the
substitute for real devotion in worship.

— E.M. Bounds



Spending time with God requires
purposeful time and effort.

Mark 1:35 NLT
[35] Before daybreak the next morning, Jesus got up and went out

to an isolated place to pray.

Matthew 14:22-23 NLT

[22] Immediately after this, Jesus insisted that his disciples get back
into the boat and cross to the other side of the lake, while he sent
the people home. [23] After sending them home, he went up into
the hills by himself to pray. Night fell while he was there alone.



"It was not easy for Mr. Taylor in his changeful life, to make time for
prayer and Bible study, but he knew that it was vital. Well do [we]
remember traveling with him month after month in northern China,
by cart and wheelbarrow, with the poorest of inns at night. Often
with only one large room for coolies and travelers alike, they would
screen off a corner for their father and another for themselves, with
curtains of some sort; and then after sleep at last had brought a
measure of quiet they would hear a match struck and seek the
flicker of candlelight which told that Mr. Taylor, however weary, was
pouring over the little Bible in two volumes always at hand. From
two to four a.m. was the time he usually gave to prayer; the time
when he could be most sure of being undisturbed to wait upon God.
" -On the Life of Hudson Taylor




Walking closely with Jesus can
happen in the most distracting
of environments.

Mark 4:37-38 NLT

[37] But soon a fierce storm came up. High waves were breaking into the boat, and it began to
fill with water. [38] Jesus was sleeping at the back of the boat with his head on a cushion. The
disciples woke him up, shouting, "Teacher, don't you care that we're going to drown?"

Acts 7:54-55 NLT
[54] The Jewish leaders were infuriated by Stephen's accusation, and they shook their fists at
him in rage. [55] But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed steadily into heaven and saw the
glory of God, and he saw Jesus standing in the place of honor at God's right hand.
il
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As Bro. Lawrence had found such an advantage in walking in the
presence of GOD, it was natural for him to recommend it earnestly
to others; but his example was a stronger inducement than any
arguments he could propose. His very countenance was edifying;
such a sweet and calm devotion appearing in it, as could not but
affect the beholders. And it was observed, that in the greatest hurry
of business in the kitchen, he still preserved his recollection and
heavenly-mindedness. He was never hasty nor loitering, but did
each thing in its season, with an even uninterrupted composure and
tranquility of spirit. “The time of business,” said he, “"does not with
me differ from the time of prayer; and in the noise and clutter of my
kitchen, while several persons are at the same time calling for
different things, I possess GOD in as great tranquility as if I were

upon my knees at the Blessed Sacrament.” Lo
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