
SCRIPTURE READING (cont) 
 
18And Zechariah said to the angel, “How 
shall I know this? For I am an old man, 
and my wife is advanced in years.” 19And 
the angel answered him, “I am Gabriel. I 
stand in the presence of God, and I was 
sent to speak to you and to bring you this 
good news. 20And behold, you will be 
silent and unable to speak until the day 
that these things take place, because you 
did not believe my words, which will be 
fulfilled in their time.” 21And the people 
were waiting for Zechariah, and they 
were wondering at his delay in the 
temple. 22And when he came out, he was 
unable to speak to them, and they 
realized that he had seen a vision in the 
temple. And he kept making signs to 
them and remained mute. 23And when 
his time of service was ended, he went to 
his home. 
24After these days his wife Elizabeth 
conceived, and for five months she kept 
herself hidden, saying, 25“Thus the Lord 
has done for me in the days when he 
looked on me, to take away my reproach 
among people.” 
26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel 
was sent from God to a city of Galilee 
named Nazareth, 27to a virgin betrothed 
to a man whose name was Joseph, of the 
house of David. And the virgin's name 
was Mary. 28And he came to her and 

said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord 
is with you!” 29But she was greatly 
troubled at the saying, and tried to 
discern what sort of greeting this might 
be. 30And the angel said to her, “Do not 
be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor 
with God. 31And behold, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, 
and you shall call his name Jesus. 32He 
will be great and will be called the Son of 
the Most High. And the Lord God will 
give to him the throne of his father 
David, 33and he will reign over the house 
of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 
there will be no end.” 
34And Mary said to the angel, “How will 
this be, since I am a virgin?” 
35And the angel answered her, “The Holy 
Spirit will come upon you, and the power 
of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born will be 
called holy—the Son of God. 36And 
behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old 
age has also conceived a son, and this is 
the sixth month with her who was called 
barren. 37For nothing will be impossible 
with God.” 38And Mary said, “Behold, I 
am the servant of the Lord; let it be to 
me according to your word.” And the 
angel departed from her. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
 

Thanks be to God. 

GIVING 
 

Redeemer Offerings for 2016 
December total: $12,490.00 
Actual YTD: $265,779.70 
Target YTD: $278,077.00 
Net Difference: —$12,297.30 
 

2016 Target (stretch)$289,200  
 

2016 Target reflects Session's hope for giving in 2016 
based on current giving and needs. Thank you for giving so 
cheerfully and faithfully. 



 

COMMUNITY GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 

1. How does the Kingdom of God encounter Zechariah, Elizabeth, and Mary? 
 

2. Discuss these principles of how the Kingdom of God encounters 
people/encountered you: (1) The Kingdom of God sweeps us up into its story 
without asking or apology, (2) no matter how blameless and righteous you may be, 
it confronts you with your need for a Savior, (3) we participate in the kingdom of 
God by faith, and (4) the encounter with God's kingdom changes everything. 
 

3. What ways are the kingdom of God challenging (or should be challenging) you 
and transforming your life today? Pray for each other for more and more impact of 
God's kingdom in your lives. 


