REDEEMER REDMOND

December 27, 2020
10:30 am

Fourth Sunday of Advent

Today we relight the first three candles of the Advent
Wreath — the candles of HOPE, PEACE, and JOY. Now
we light the fourth candle of Advent. This is the candle
of LOVE. Jesus demonstrated self-giving love in his
ministry as the Good Shepherd. Advent is a time for
kindness, thinking of others, and sharing with others.
It is a time to love as God loved us by giving us his
most precious gift. As God is love, let us be love also.
In the First Epistle of John, we find these words:

Advent Reading
I John 1:1-4, 3:11-18

1

That which was from the beginning, which we have
heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which
we looked upon and have touched with our hands,
2
concerning the word of life— the life was made
manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and
proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the
3
Father and was made manifest to us— that which
we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so
that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed
our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son
Jesus Christ. 4 And we are writing these things so that
our joy may be complete.

For this is the message that you have heard from
12
the beginning, that we should love one another. We
should not be like Cain, who was of the evil one and
murdered his brother. And why did he murder him?
Because his own deeds were evil and his brother’s
13
righteous. Do not be surprised, brothers, that the
14
world hates you. We know that we have passed
out of death into life, because we love the brothers.
15
Whoever does not love abides in death. Everyone
who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know
that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him.
11

By this we know love, that he laid down his life
for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the
17
brothers. But if anyone has the world’s goods and
sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against
18
him, how does God’s love abide in him? Little
children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and
in truth.
16

Let us pray:
Teach us to love, O Lord.
May we always remember to put you first
as we follow Christ’s footsteps,
that we may know your love and show it in our lives.
As we prepare for our celebration of Jesus’ birth,

also fill our hearts with love for the world,
that all may know your love
and the one whom you have sent,
your son, our Savior.
Amen.

Hymn: Joy to the World
Isaac Watts, Public Domain, CCLI# 2648369

Joy to the world the Lord is come,
Let earth receive her King
Let every heart prepare him room
And heaven and nature sing
And heaven and nature sing
And heaven, and heaven and nature sing
Joy to the world the Savior reigns
Let all their songs employ
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy
Repeat the sounding joy
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy
He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove
The glories of his righteousness
And wonders of his love
And wonders of his love
And wonders, wonders of his love

Prayer of Adoration
Confession of Sin

Our LORD Jesus Christ, you are the fulfillment of
Scripture.
You are the true and rightful King, the Son of David,
the promised Messiah whose Kingdom will never end.
.

Forgive us for not rejoicing in your righteous reign
and doing all we can to advance your kingdom
of peace.
You are the chosen Servant of the Living God,
full of the Spirit,sent to establish justice in the earth.
Forgive us for not trusting that you care for us;
that a bruised reed you will not break, and a
faintly burning wick you will not quench...
Even though you had no form or majesty that we
should look at you, and no beauty that we should
desire you, and though you were despised and
rejected by men, a man of sorrows and acquainted
with grief, like one from whom men hide their faces,
still you are the strong Arm of the LORD...
Forgive us for our messed up value system.
We think more highly of outward success
than inward humility.
In so doing we reject you, the Lamb of God.
You are the promised Healer who would bring good
news to the poor, bind up the brokenhearted, proclaim
liberty to the captives, and comfort those who mourn.
Forgive us not making much of your healing grace.
Help us to grow into Mighty Oaks of Righteousness
for the praise of your glory. Amen.
Silent Prayer

Hymn of Waiting

O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide

words from a German spiritual song; tr. Martin L. Seltz
verse 4

There shall we all our praises bring
Ever to you, our Savior King;
There shall we laud you and adore
Forever and forever more.

Receiving of Grace
From Isaiah 53:5

He was pierced for our transgressions;
he was crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the chastisement that
brought us peace,
and with his wounds we are healed.

Hymn: Oh Come, All Ye Faithful

english translation, Frederick Oakeley and William Thomas Brooke;
music, John Francis Wade, 1751; Public Domain; CCLI #2648015

O come all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem
Come and behold him, born the King of angels
chorus

O come let us adore him
O come let us adore him
O come let us adore him
Christ the Lord

Sing choirs of angels, sing in exultation
Sing all ye citizens of heaven above
Glory to God in the highest

chorus

Yea, Lord we greet thee, born this happy morning
Jesus, to thee be all glory given
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing
chorus

Hymn: Go Tell It on the Mountain
John Wesley Work, Jr., 1865, Public Domain
Chorus

Go tell it on the mountain
Over the hills and everywhere
Go tell it on the mountain
That Jesus Christ is born

While shepherds kept their watching
Over silent flocks by night
Behold throughout the heavens
There shone a holy light
Chorus

The shepherds feared and trembled
When lo above the earth
Rang out the angel chorus
That hailed our Savior’s birth
Chorus

Down in a lowly manger
The humble Christ was born
And brought us God’s salvation
That blessed Christmas morn
Chorus

Offering
Methods of Giving to Redeemer Redmond
• Write a check and mail it to PO Box 1482, Woodinville, WA 98072
• Go to redeemerredmond.org and click Online Giving
• Install our mobile app:

Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise him all creatures here below
Praise him above ye heavenly hosts
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost
Amen

Scripture Reading

Isaiah 61
The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me,
because the Lord has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor;
he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and the opening of the prison to those who are
bound;

61

to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor,
and the day of vengeance of our God;
to comfort all who mourn;
3
to grant to those who mourn in Zion—
to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness instead of mourning,
the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit;
that they may be called oaks of righteousness,
the planting of the Lord, that he may be glorified.
4
They shall build up the ancient ruins;
they shall raise up the former devastations;
they shall repair the ruined cities,
the devastations of many generations.
2

Strangers shall stand and tend your flocks;
foreigners shall be your plowmen and vinedressers;
6
but you shall be called the priests of the Lord;
they shall speak of you as the ministers of our God;
you shall eat the wealth of the nations,
and in their glory you shall boast.
7
Instead of your shame there shall be a double
portion;
instead of dishonor they shall rejoice in their lot;
therefore in their land they shall possess a double
portion;
they shall have everlasting joy.
5

For I the Lord love justice;
I hate robbery and wrong;
I will faithfully give them their recompense,
and I will make an everlasting covenant with them.
9
Their offspring shall be known among the nations,
and their descendants in the midst of the peoples;
all who see them shall acknowledge them,
that they are an offspring the Lord has blessed.
8

I will greatly rejoice in the Lord;
my soul shall exult in my God,
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation;
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a
beautiful headdress,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
10

For as the earth brings forth its sprouts,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up,
so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise
to sprout up before all the nations.
11

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Sermon

The Second Helvitic Confession states: “preaching of the Word of God
is the Word of God.” Through God’s Word preached, God your Father
speaks by his Spirit to his sons and daughters.

Behold Your God: The Healer
Rev. Jason Dorsey

Ordination Vows
Jim Gibons
Christopher Maffucci

[by reaffirmation; Christopher is already an ordained deacon]

1. Do you believe the Scriptures of the Old and New
Testaments, as originally given, to be the inerrant
Word of God, the only infallible rule of faith and
practice
2. Do you sincerely receive and adopt the Confession
of Faith and the Catechisms of this Church, as
containing the system of doctrine taught in the
Holy Scriptures; and do you further promise that
if at any time you find yourself out of accord with
any of the fundamentals of this system of doctrine,
you will, on your own initiative, make known to your
Session the change which has taken place in your
views since the assumption of this ordination vow?
3. Do you approve of the form of government and
discipline of the Presbyterian Church in America, in
conformity with the general principles of biblical polity?
4. Do you accept the office of elder/deacon in this
church, and promise faithfully to perform all the
duties thereof, and to endeavor by the grace of God
to adorn the profession of the Gospel in your life,
and to set a worthy example before the Church of
which God has made you an officer?

5. Do you promise subjection to your brethren in the Lord?
6. Do you promise to strive for the peace, purity, unity
and edification of the Church?

Congregational Promise

Congregation members answer in the affirmative by raising of hands.

Do you, the members of this church, acknowledge
and receive Jim as an elder and Christopher as a
deacon, and do you promise to yield them all that
honor, encouragement and obedience in the Lord to
which their offices, according to the Word of God and
the Constitution of this Church, entitles them?

Ordination Prayer
Ordination & Installation
Announcement

I now pronounce and declare that Jim Gibons and
Christopher Maffucci have been regularly elected,
ordained and installed an elder and as a deacon
in this church, agreeable to the Word of God, and
according to the Constitution of the Presbyterian
Church in America; and that as such he is entitled to
all encouragement, honor and obedience in the Lord:
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost. Amen.

Charge to the Officers
Charge to the Congregation
Communion

Redeemer welcomes all Christians who are willing to
forsake their sin and trust in Jesus Christ for salvation,
who are baptized members of congregations which
proclaim the gospel, to receive Communion with us.

Hymn: Jesus Paid It All

words by Elvina Hall; music by John Grape, 1865

I hear the savior say
Thy strength indeed is small
Child of weakness, watch and pray
Find in me thine all in all
chorus

Jesus paid it all, all to him I owe
Sin had left a crimson stain
He washed it white as snow

Lord, now indeed I find
Thy power and thine alone
Can change the leper’s spots
And melt the heart of stone

chorus

And when before the throne
I stand in him complete
Jesus died my soul to save
My lips shall still repeat
chorus

Oh, praise the one who paid my debt
And raised this life up from the dead

Hymn: In the Bleak Midwinter

words, Christina Georgina Rossetti, 1872; music, Keith & Kristyn Getty;
CCLI #7166370

In the bleak mid-winter, frosty wind made moan
Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone
Snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow
In the bleak mid-winter, long ago
Our God heaven cannot hold him nor earth sustain,
Heaven and earth shall flee away when he comes to reign
In the bleak mid-winter a stable-place sufficed
The Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ
chorus

Gloria Gloria, now my eyes have seen
Soli Deo Gloria, he salvation brings
As the Lord has promised, I shall go in peace

What can I give him, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd I would bring a lamb;
If I were a wise man I would do my part,
Yet what I can I give him, give my heart.
In the bleak midwinter I may go in peace
As the Lord has promised, I may go in peace

Benediction
I Timothy 3:16

Great is the mystery of godliness.
He was manifested in the flesh,
vindicated by the Spirit, seen by angels,
proclaimed among the nations,
believed on in the world, taken up to glory.
Go rejoicing in the healing of Christ
the Great Physician

Announcements
Gather for Worship

Youth Group
Sundays at 9:00 am live and via Zoom | Learn More
Sunday Worship Services
Worship Service and Live Broadcast at 10:30
RSVP to attend live at Hilton Garden Inn, Redmond.
Connect
Get on our mailing list to receive announcements and
the weekly Worship Guide in your inbox.
Install our Mobile App for ease of finding the Worship
Guide, Facebook link, Scriptures, and Giving
(search your app store for Redeemer Redmond)

Offering
Tithes and offerings can be made in person in the
basket near the front of the room or online here.

Grow in Community

Financial Update
As of Nov 30th, our Year-to-Date financial figures:
Total Offering: $217,023.57
Total Expenses: $218,796.01
Difference:
-$1,772.44
End of Year Giving / Tax Advice
As you plan out your donations at the end of this year,
below are the rules Redeemer will be following to
determine which year a contribution is counted for:
• Online Giving based upon the day it was made
• Physical (Offering) based upon the day it was made
• Mailed Checks based upon the postmark date
Please make your donations accordingly. Wait
to file your tax return until you have received your
Contribution Statement, as you cannot claim
charitable contributions given to RR if your tax
return was filed before the date on their Contribution
Statement. Please read this Congregational Giving
Letter.
Church Snowshoe Hike, Jan 16th
Join us for another church outing in Creation on
Jan 16th, location to be decided. We will meet
at Redmond Middle School at 8 am. If you have
questions, contact John or Scott. Also please let us
know if you will be coming so we can ensure that we
have enough snowshoes.
Baby Celebration for Mothers and New Babies
Please join us Wednesday, January 20th at 8pm,
when we will light candles and offer prayers of
blessings for our new 2020 babies and their mothers.
It will be a virtual gathering online this year. Please
contact Jenny Dorsey with questions.

Men’s Prayer
Men’s prayer is gathering virtually on Wednesday
morning at 6:30 using Zoom. All Redeemer men
welcome. Contact: John Sanford
Community Groups
Contact John Sanford to find out how you can get
involved with a community group or reserve Zoom.

Go in Mission

Angel Tree
All the gifts have been delivered before Christmas!
Please pray a prayer of blessing over the nine children
who received these Angel Tree gifts. Thank you so
much for your generosity in serving these children
and the families with the love of Jesus this Christmas.
Deacon Fund Special Offering
There is still time to give to the Deacon Fund and
share our blessings with others in need. The Deacon
Fund is used for helping our Church body and
neighbors both near and far for a variety of human
needs: food, furnishings, housing, counseling, campus
ministries, and missions. Whether giving online or
in person, please specify “Deacon’s Fund” on your
checks or online donations.
Redeemer Officer Nominations
One of the most important things Redeemer does is
raise up gospel leaders. We want to be a leadership
pipeline where the next generation of Christian leaders
for church and city are raised up. One way we do this
is through our formal process of nominating, training,
examining, electing, ordaining and installing church
officers. Every January we take nominations for the
office of elder and deacon. Here’s a guide for that.
Thanks in advance for taking the time to read this
guide and for prayerfully considering who the Holy
Spirit might be guiding you to nominate.

Sacred Road
We have secured the week of July 3rd to go in
mission to Sacred Road in Yakima. This is a
combined youth/adult trip all that are interested in
serving the church are welcome. Right now we have
4 confirmed with room for 6-8 more. If interested
please reach out to either Jordon Lewis or Jim
Gibons for more info. We will plan on setting up
team meetings in the Spring timeframe. Prayerfully
consider serving this partner ministry with us and
bringing the light of Christ’s love to our neighbor.
A reminder of ministries and neighbors we support:
• Jay Stoms’ Family mission in South Africa
• RUF Western Washington and UW
• Northlake Young Life
• Youth for Christ
• Redmond School Break Food Lunch Program
• Congregant ministries and outreach efforts
Please pray for these ministries that the Lord will
strengthen them and give them courage to continue
to look to him for sustenance and direction during this
time, and to maintain the hope they have in him.
Counseling and Deaconal Support
If you have a need for counseling or other support,
please contact Frank Huston or one of the deacons.

