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Today's service is based on the “Service of Lessons and Carols™—

first written by EW. Benson, later Bishop of Canterbury, for use in the
Cathedral at Truro. It is adapted from ancient sources as a Christmas
Eve service and was first celebrated at 10 pm on Christmas Eve 1880. It
was later modified for use at King's College in Cambridge, in 1918, by its
then Dean, Reverend Eric Milner-White. Our service joins scriptural text
from the whole breadth of God'’s word that speak of the coming of the
Christ-child, with carols that highlight the themes found in these texts.
Variations of our service have, and continue to be, used with some
variation around the world.
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Narrator

The Bible tells the story of God’s love for the broken,
fallen world in sending His Son to be Savior. It is not
merely a story of God’s love for the whole world in
general, but of His very personal love for you.

~J

f you are a Christian, we hope that the Bible’s story
will thrill your heart anew like it did when you first
believed. And if you are hearing it for the first time,
we hope that your heart will open up to receive the
ife changing love of God in the gift of His Son, Jesus
Christ.

Our story starts where the Bible starts: God's creation
of the world.

Lesson One

The Creation of the World and
Mankind in God’s Image

Narrator

This Is the account of how God created the world and
mMmade mankind in his image to reflect and represent
Nim.

Genesis 1:1-3, 26-31
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the
earth. The earth was without form and void, anc
darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit
of God was hovering over the tace of the waters. And

God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.

nen God said, “Let us make man in our image, after
our likeness. And let them have dominion over the
fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and
over the livestock and over all the earth and over every
creeping thing that creeps on the earth’”

So God created man in his own image,
in the image of God he created him;
Male and female he created them.
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Carol: O Savior Rend the Heavens Wide

Words from a German spiritual song; tr. Martin L. Seltz;

music Nathan Partain, 2003
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The Savior Will Be the Promised Offspring
of Abraham
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dead, Abraham obeyed and made the journey with
his beloved son Isaac to the place God told him to go.
This is how it happened:

Genesis 22:9-18

When they came to the place of which God had tolc
nim, Abraham built the altar there and laid the wooc
in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the
altar, on top of the wood. Then Abraham reached out
his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son.

But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven
and said, "Abraham, Abraham!”

And he said, "Here | am.”’

He said, "Do not lay your hand on the boy or do
anything to him, for now | know that you fear God,
seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son,
from me.’

And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and
Dehold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by
nis horns. And Abraham went and took the ram ana
offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son.

So Abraham called the name of that place, “The Lord
will provide™ as it is said to this day, "On the mount of
the Lord it shaH be provided.”

And the angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second
time from heaven and said, "By myself | have sworn,
declares the Lord, because you have done this and have
not withheld your son, your only son, | will surely bless
you, and | will surely multiply your offspring as the stars
of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And
your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies,
and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be
blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.”




Narrator

Paul, who had at one time persecuted and killed
Christians but was confronted by the resurrected
Jesus, becoming a follower of Jesus, declares to the
church at Galatia:

Galatians 3:16

"Now the promises were made to Abraham and to his
offspring. It does not say, ‘And to offsprings, referring
to many, but referring to one, ‘And to your offspring,
who is Christ.”

Narrator

The Apostle Paul says that Jesus is the ultimate
offspring promised to Abraham who would bring
blessing to the world. But unlike Isaac, who is spared,
God does not spare His beloved Son, but gives him
Up for us. Jesus pays the debt incurred by our sir
that every person owes to a Holy God. Jesus offered
nimself up as a sacrifice to provide atonement—
forgiveness, or pardoning—for the sins of the world.

Carol: “O Savior Rend the Heavens Wide”
verses 3 & 4

Sin's dreadful doom upon us lies;

Grim death looms fierce before our eyes.
O, come, lead us with mighty hand,
Through exile to the promised land.

There shall we all our praises bring,
—ver 1o you, our Savior King;

There shall we laud you and adore,
—orever and forever more
-orever and forever more
-orever and forever more.




Lesson Four

The Savior Will Be a Prophet like Moses

Narrator
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Lesson Five

The Savior Will Be a Priest in the Order
of Melchizedek

Narrator
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verses 2 & 3

O come, thou Day-spring, come and cheer,

our spirits by thine advent
Disperse the gloomy clouc

nere;
s of night,

and death's dark shadows put to flight.

Rejoice! Rejoice!

O come, Desire of Nations, bi
All peoples in one heart and
Bid envy strife and discord cease,
-ill the world with heaven's peace.

Rejoice! Rejoice!

nd,
Mind

-mmanuel, shall come to thee, O Israel.

-mmanuel, shall come to thee, O Israel.



Lesson Six

The Savior Will Be a King in the Line of David
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John 18:37

“You say correctly that | am a king. For this purpose

| was born and for this purpose | have come into the
world—to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of
the truth listens to my voice.”

Carol: “What Child Is This”
William Chatterton Dix, 1865

What child is this, who laid to rest
On Mary's lap is sleeping
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet
While shepherds watch are keeping

chorus
This, this is Christ the Kinc
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing
Haste, haste to bring him laud
The babe, the son of Mary

Why lies he in such mean estate
Where ox and ass are feecmg
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The silent Word is pleading
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The King of Kings salvation brings
Let loving hearts enthrone him

Raise, raise a song on hign
The virgin sings her lullaby
Joy, joy for Christ is born
The babe, the son of Mary




Lesson Seven

The Prophecies and their Fulfillment
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Words Placide Cappeau, 1847/ trans. from French to English by John
S. Dwight (1812-1893) music Adolphe C. Adam (1803-1856)
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to Judea, to the city of David, which is called

M, because he was of the house and lineage of
De registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was

And while they were there, the time came for

her to give birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn son
and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

Carol: “O Holy Night”

verse Z

Truly he taught us to love one another;
His law is love, and his Gospel is peace.

Chains shall he break for the slave is our brother

And in his name, all oppression shall cease.
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the Lord! O praise his name forever!

IS powT and glory evermore proclaim!
IS powT and glory evermore proclaim!

Lesson Eight

The Shepherds and the Angels

Narrator

We see
promise

hope of

of God,
Ives wit

A

)

esus is the fulfillment of the Lord God’s

to send a Savior—to rescue us: Jesus is the
Savior that crushed the head of Satan and brought
eternal life to all who live under the dominion
of death; Jesus is the promised Son of Abraham who
brought blessing to every family on earth by providing
forgiveness for our sins; Jesus is the promised

Prophet who speaks God's Word, God's
the promised priest who brings us into the presence
the promised King who rules our hearts and

‘uth to us,

IS peace.

This is why the message of the Bible is called the
Gospel. Gospe\ means “good news,” it is the greatest

news of all. The Bible tells us how the good news of
the birth of the Savior was first announced.




Luke 2:8-21

And in the same region there were shepherds out in
the fielq, keeomg watch over their flock by night. And
an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory
of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled

with great fear.

And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold,
bring you good news of great joy that will be for all
the people. For unto you is born this day in the city
of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this
will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in
swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.’

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of
the heavenly host praising God and saying,

‘Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom he is
pleased!”

When the angels went away from them into heaven,
the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over
to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened,
which the Lord has made known to us.”’

And they went with haste and found Mary and
Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. And when
they saw it, they made known the saying that hac
veen told them concerning this child. And all who
neard it wondered at what the shepherds told them.
But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering
them in her heart. And the shepherds returneq,
gloritying and praising God for all they had heard and
seen, as it had been told them.

And at the end of eight days, when he was
circumcised, he was called Jesus, the name given by
the angel before he was conceived in the womb.




Carol: “O Little Town Of Bethlehem”
Words: Phillip Brooks, 1868; Music: Lewis Redner, Public Domain

O little town of Bethlehem

How still we see thee lie

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by

Yet in thy dark streets shineth

ne everlasting Light
ne hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight

—or Christ is born of Mary
And gathered all above
While mortals sleep
The angels keep their watch of wondering love
O morning stars together

Proclaim the holy birth
And praises sing to God the King
And peace to men on eartn

How silently how silently

The wondrous gift is given

So God imparts to human hearts
The blessings of his heaven

NoO ear may hear his coming

But in this world of sir
Where meek souls will receive Him still
The dear Christ enters in

O holy child of Bethlehem
Descend to us we pray

Cast out our sin and enter In
Be born in us today

We hear the Christmas angels
The great glad tidings tell

O come to us abide with us
Our Lord Emmanuel

Offering

Children’s Storytime

Children are invited to come forward for a story
from Jesus’ Storybook Bible



Testimony

Vijay Geddam

Scripture Reading

Rev. 22:16-17

167, Jesus, have sent my angel to testity to you about
these things for the churches. | am the root and the
descendant of David, the bright morning star.”

" The Spirit and the Bride say, "Come.” And let the one who
nears say, ‘Come.” And let the one who is thirsty come; let
the one who desires take the water of life without price.

This is the Word of the Lord!
Thanks be to God!

Homily

Bright Morning Star
Rev. Jason Dorsey
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Carol: “Hark the Herald Angels Sing”
William H. Cummings, Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy, 1840, PD

Hark! The herald angels sing,
"Glory to the newborn King!
Peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled.”
Joyful, all ye nations rise,

Join the triumph of the skies,
With th'angelic host proclaim:
‘Christ is born in Bethlehem”’
Hark! The herald angels sing,

|U

"Glory to the newborn King!

Christ by highest heav'n adoreq,
Christ the everlasting Lord!

ate in time behold him come,
Offspring of a Virgin's womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see,
Hail the incarnate Deity,

Pleased as man with man to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel.
Hark! The herald angels sing,
‘Glory to the newborn King!”’

ail the heav'n-born Prince of Peace!
ail the Son of Righteousness!
_ight and lite to all he brings,
Risn with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by,
Born that man no more may die,
Born 1o raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth.
Hark! The herald angels sing,

|U

"Glory to the newborn King!




Carol: “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen/
We Three Kings”

God rest ye merry gentlemen

_et nothing you dismay
Remember Christ our savior

Was born on Christmas day

To save us all from satan’s power
When we were gone astray

O tidings of comfort and joy
Comfort and joy

O tidings of comfort and joy

-rom God our heavenly Father
A blessed angel came

And unto certain shepherds
Brought tidings of the same
How that in Bethlehem was born
The Son of God by name

O tidings of comfort and joy
Comfort and joy

O tidings of comfort and joy

chorus

O Star of wonder, star of night
Star with royal beauty bright
Westward leading still proceeding

Guide us to that perfect light

Born a King on Bethlehem'’s plain
Gold | bring to crown him again
King forever ceasing never

Over us all to reign
chorus

Glorious now behold him arise
King and God and sacrifice

Hallelujah Hallelujar
Worship him God most high

chorus




Lighting of the Candles

Carol: “Silent Night, Holy Night!”
words Joseph Mohr, ¢. 1818; vs. T & 3 tr. John F. Young, 1863, music

Franz Gruber, 1820 CCLI #2/862
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Ending Loneliness on the East Side

L oneliness is a social epidemic today. Many people
on the East Side are lonely. Does this resonate witl
you? Do you lack meaningtul friendships, community
or purpose? Are you far from home or family? Do you
feel the ache of loneliness?

The vision of Redeemer is to end loneliness on

the East Side. We invite you to “‘come in” 1o this
community and form meaningful friendships. Come
and discover your purpose, and most importantly,
develop a personal and intimate relationship with God.

Here are some of the connecting points where we
‘end loneliness:”

Gather for Worship

Sunday Worship Services
Worship Service and Live Broadcast at 10:30

Children’s Sunday School

Children ages 3 through 5th grade are invited to learn
more about Jesus during the sermon on Sundays!
nvite your friends to join us! See Linda Huston with
questions! Register Herel

Upcoming Sunday School Schedule
12/24 - No Sunday School (Christmas Eve)
12/37 - No Sunday School (New Year's Eve)
1/7 - God Delivered His People (Ezra 1)

Connect

Get on our mailing list for latest news in your inbox.
Install our mobile app for easy access to resources
(search your app store for “Redeemer Redmond”)



mailto:l2huston12%40gmail.com?subject=Sunday%20School
https://kideventpro.lifeway.com/myEvent/?id=67633
http://www.redeemerredmond.org/home/#newsletter
https://www.redeemerredmond.org/#mobile-app

Grow In Community

Church Hike, Dec 30

Prepare for the New Year with a trip out in God's
creation. Our next church outing will be Sat, Dec.
30th. Since this is an El Nino year it could be a
snowshoe or a walk, but either way it will be fun.
This is a good opportunity to enjoy creation, and
fellowship. Invite your friends to join us. We will meet
at Redmond Middle School at 8am. It you have any
questions, contact John. You are also invited to join
our WhatsApp group (Cascade Mountain Hikes).

Embarking on Your Calling, Class begins January 7
Would you like to take some time at the beginning
of 2024 to reflect on your calling and to set goals
for yourself in it? Pastor Jason will be leading a six
week class on Sunday mornings at the Hilton Garden
nn, from 9:00-10:00am. This class will help you
understand the calling God has appointed you and
step boldly into it by setting clear and concrete goals
for the new year.

End of Year Giving

Thanks to everyone for your generous and sacrificial
giving in 2023 out of love for Jesus and the desire to
advance his kingdom.

Giving statements will be sent out by email at the ena
of January. As in the past, we will credit contributions
to the year in which they are made:

+On-line giving is based upon the day it was made

- Offerings placed in the offering basket are based
Upon the day it was made. The service on 31 Dec will
0e the last opportunity for this.

- Contributions sent by post are based upon the day
the mailing was postmarked. Keep in mind the
slowed pace of the postal system this time of year.

-Bank checks (which are not postmarked) are based
upon the date of the check
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