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Announcements 
 
 
 
Praise Songs  

The Father’s House 
Holy Holy Holy 

Great I Am 
 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 
 
 
Children’s Sermon 
 

 

Kids Praise — At this time children age 3 – grade 4 are now 
dismissed, at the parent’s discretion, to the Octagon. 
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Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 43:1-7 
Near the end of Israel’s exile in Babylon, God promises to bring 
them home. They need no longer be afraid, because the one who 
formed, created, and called them by name now redeems them 
from all their enemies. God declares them precious and hon-
ored, and God loves them. 
 
 1But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, 
  he who formed you, O Israel: 
 Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 
  I have called you by name, you are mine. 
 2When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 
  and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 
 when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 
  and the flame shall not consume you. 
 3For I am the Lord your God, 
  the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 
 I give Egypt as your ransom, 
  Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. 
 4Because you are precious in my sight, 
  and honored, and I love you, 
 I give people in return for you, 
  nations in exchange for your life. 
 5Do not fear, for I am with you; 
  I will bring your offspring from the east, 
  and from the west I will gather you; 
 
The reading is concluded:  
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
The reading opens with questions about the identity of the Mes-
siah. John the Baptist insists that he is not the Messiah; instead 
he points ahead to one who is coming. And whether the voice of 
God was heard by all or only by Jesus, God settles the matter: 
Jesus is God’s beloved Son. 

 
15As the people were filled with ex-
pectation, and all were questioning 
in their hearts concerning John, 
whether he might be the Messiah, 
16John answered all of them by say-
ing, “I baptize you with water; but 
one who is more powerful than I is 
coming; I am not worthy to untie 
the thong of his sandals. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit 
and fire. 17His winnowing fork is in 
his hand, to clear his threshing 
floor and to gather the wheat into 

his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
 
  21Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus 
also had been baptized and was praying, the heaven was 
opened, 22and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily 
form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my 
Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
 

Sermon  
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Renewal of Baptismal Vows: 
Brothers and sisters in Christ, it is appropriate on this day of the 
Baptism of Our Lord Jesus Christ that we remember and renew the 
vows once spoken at our baptisms -- that time when we were 
washed of our sins and received the Holy Spirit to dwell within us. 
Let us boldly make our confession of faith before God, renouncing 
the sinful life of godless men and women and embracing the godly 
life of the Spirit-filled Christian. I ask you to profess your faith in 
Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 
 
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
I renounce them. 
  

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
I renounce them. 
  

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
I renounce them. 
  

Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven 
and earth. 
  

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried;  he descended to the dead.  On the third day 
he rose again;  he ascended into heaven,  he is seated at 
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge 
the living and the dead. 
 
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resur-
rection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
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You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to 
continue in the covenant God made with you in holy baptism: to 
live among God's faithful people, to hear the word of God and 
share in the Lord's supper, to proclaim the good news of God in 
Christ through word and deed, to serve all people, following the ex-
ample of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 
I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 

People of God, do you promise to support and pray for one another 
in your life in Christ? 
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
  

Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the 
Holy Spirit you give us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us 
to eternal life. Stir up in your people the gift of your Holy Spir-
it:  the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel 
and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the 
spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 
Amen 
 
 

Prayers of the People 
   
 
 

Offering 
Blessed Are The Poor  

 
 
 
  

Offering Prayer 
 
 
Kids Praise– Children return to families during the offering. 
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Eucharistic Prayer 
 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and for-
give us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 
 
 
Communion 

King of Kings 
 
 
 

Benediction 
  

 

Closing Song 
Good Good Father 
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The Power of a God Who Is Humble 
 

From the time Jesus first presented himself for baptism by John 
until today, Christians have puzzled over why Jesus had to be 
baptized. The act of baptism was understood to be an act of re-
pentance and the cleansing of one’s sins. John does not under-
stand why Jesus, whose sandals John is “not worthy to car-
ry” (Matt. 3:11) should seek to be baptized. Instead, John de-
clares to Jesus, “I need to be baptized by you” (Matt. 3:14). Why 
should the Son of God, who is without sin, need to be baptized? 

Frederick Dale Bruner, in Matthew: A Commentary (Grand 
Rapids: Eerdmans, 2004), says that he considers Jesus’ first 
miracle to have occurred at his baptism. The miracle is that Je-
sus was humble. The divine Son of God humbles himself by al-
lowing John to baptize him. This act of humility is an act of obe-
dience to God and solidarity with all humankind. Jesus has no 
sins to be forgiven. However, for us, he goes down to the river of 
repentance with all the other sinners to be baptized. Jesus’ bap-
tism, his first adult act as recorded in Matthew’s gospel, gives us 
a clear indication of how Jesus will act for his entire life. The Son 
of God will come down with us, on our level, identifying with our 
needs. His baptism, then, foreshadows how his life will end, on 
the cross. In his death, Jesus experiences the worst we could ev-
er experience as mortal humans. But, because Jesus united with 
us in baptism, we are united with him in both his death and res-
urrection. The barriers that separate us from God, including the 
barriers of sinfulness, mortality, and death, are broken by Jesus’ 
obedience to God, through his humility to come down to us in 
the depths of our humanity. 


