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Dancing Together 
 
As Easter people, we are called to dance our dances of freedom 
for all the world to see–even and perhaps especially in times of 
great difficulty. Dances of hope. Dances of justice. Dances of 
love. During this season, post-resurrection stories point to the joy 
of living in the beloved community and extending that fellowship 
through our witness as we dare to dance again! 
 
Dancing requires that we pay attention to our dance 
partners. It requires finding a rhythm together. The 
Sunday after Easter brings the story of Jesus appearing to 
the disciples and breathing the Holy Spirit on them. Other 
scriptures this week point to the power of being together, 
of finding fellowship in the presence of Jesus and the 
presence of the community. What does it take to dance 
together?  
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Gather ing  Song  
Less Like Me 

 
Welcome/Announcements 
 
Threshold 
 
Praise Songs 

Cornerstone 
Amazed 

 
Prayer of the Day 
 
Children's Sermon 
 
Kids Praise 
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Reading: 1 John 3:1-7 
God has loved us in order to make us children of God. Though we do 
not yet know the full details of our future existence, we trust that God will 
reveal it just as God revealed Jesus to take away our sins. 
 
1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called 
children of God; and that is what we are. The reason the world 
does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are 
God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. 
What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like 
him, for we will see him as he is. 3And all who have this hope in 
him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 
 

  4Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is law-
lessness. 5You know that he was revealed to take away sins, and 
in him there is no sin. 6No one who abides in him sins; no one 
who sins has either seen him or known him. 7Little children, let 
no one deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is right-
eous, just as he is righteous. 
 

The reading is concluded:  
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel: Luke 24:36b-48 
 
36bJesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, 
“Peace be with you.” 37They were startled and terrified, and 
thought that they were seeing a ghost. 38He said to them, “Why 
are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 
39Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me 
and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see 
that I have.” 40And when he had said this, he showed them his 
hands and his feet. 41While in their joy they were disbelieving and 
still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to 
eat?” 42They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it and 
ate in their presence.  
    44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke 
to you while I was still with you—that everything written about me 
in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be ful-
filled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the scrip-
tures, 46and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah 
is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and that 
repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his 
name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witness-
es of these things.”  
 

The gospel is concluded:  
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Gathering Prayers 
Preacher asks these questions.  Congregation has the opportuni-
ty to pray silently, light candles, etc.  Band gathers on stage. 

Where is rain still falling? 
Where does grief linger? 

Where are you still yearning for resurrection? 
What’s holding you back from dancing? 

 

Prayer Song:   Teach Me to Dance 
 
Prayers of the People 
 
Prayer Song:   Teach Me to Dance 
 
Offering Prayer 
 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 

 
Benediction 
 

 
Sending Song 

You Are Good 
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Dare to Dance Again 
 

Dances of hope. 
Dances of justice. 
Dances of love. 


