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Prelude

Welcome

Christmas Dialog

We are a people of hope. Our hearts are full of anticipation for
the coming of our beloved Christ Child. For God 1s to be among
us and we will see a great light in the midst of our nmight.

We celebrate Hope.

We are a people who seek peace. We know that God has told us
to turn our weapons of war into mstruments that benefit all hu-
manity. In the name of that Child who was born long ago to be-
come the Prince of Peace

We celebrate Peace.

We are a people who seek to be brought together by the love of
Christ. Our faith teaches us that God gives us unconditional love
and forgiveness. Acknowledging God’s free gift of grace.

We celebrate Love.

Joy to the world! Our God 1s now coming to bring us “good
news.” May we sing songs of praise and gladness. We know that
our Savior reigns.

We celebrate Joy.

We now share a promise that was fulfilled by God:
That our beloved Child 1s born and will call us to new lives of
hope, peace, love, and joy, 1in action. Amen.
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Angels, from the Realms of Glory
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1 An - gels, from the realms of glo - ry,
2 Shep-herds, in  the fields
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wing your flight o’er all the earth;
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once you sang cre - a - tion’s sto - ry,
God with us is now
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now pro - claim Mes - si - ah’s birth:
re - sid-ing, yon-der shines the in - fant light.
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Come and wor-ship, come and wor-ship, wor-ship Christ, the new -born king
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Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt., sts. 1-3; Salishury Hymn Book, 1857, st. 4
Music: REGENT SQUARE, Henry T. Smart, 1813-1879

Prayer of the Day

Almighty God, you made this holy day shine with the brightness
of the true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk 1 the
light of Jesus' presence and i the last day wake to the brightness
of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for-
ever. Amen.

-

3



Children’s Sermon

Toy Blessing

The Christmas Story: Luke 2:1-5
(Slide of Bethlehem - Mary and Joseph on the way to Bethle-
hem)

Luke 2:1-21 (NLT)
" At that ime the Roman emperor, Augustus, decreed that a
census should be taken throughout the Roman Empire. * (This
was the first census taken when Quirinius was governor of Syria.)
" All returned to their own ancestral towns to register for this
census. - And because Joseph was a descendant of King David,
he had to go to Bethlehem 1n Judea, David’s ancient home. He
traveled there from the village of Nazareth in Galilee. * He took
with him Mary, to whom he was engaged, who was now

expecting a child.



O Little Town of Bethlehem
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O lit - tle town of Beth-le-hem,how still we  see thee lie!

For Christ is born of Mar - 'y, and, gath-ered all a - bove
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A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep the si - lent stars go  by;
while mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep their watch of won-d’ring love.

9___

ESr= == ——

yet in thy dark streets shin - eth the ev - er - last - ing light.
O morn-ing stars, to - geth - er pro - claim the ho - ly birth,
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The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee to - night.
and prais-es sing to God the king, and peace to all the earth!

Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-1893
Music: ST. LOUIS. Lewis H. Redner. 1831-1908



The Christmas Story: Luke 2:6-7

* And while they were there, the time came for her baby to be
born. ” She gave birth to her firstborn son. She wrapped him
snugly 1n strips of cloth and laid him 1 a manger, because there

was no lodging available for them.

Away in a Manger
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1 A - way in a man-ger, no crib for his bed, the lit - tle Lord

3 Be near me,Lord Je-sus; I ask you to stay close by me for -
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Je -sus laid down his sweet head; the stars in the bright sky looked
ev-er and love me, 1 pray. Bless all the dear chil - dren in
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down where he lay, the Ilit - tle Lord Je - sus a - sleep on the hay.

your ten - der care and fit us for heav-en, to live with you there.

Text: North American, 19th cent.
Music: AWAY IN A MANGER, James R. Murray, 1841-1905



The Christmas Story: Luke 2:8-14

" That night there were shepherds staying in the fields nearby,
guarding their flocks of sheep. ” Suddenly, an angel of the
Lord appeared among them, and the radiance of the Lord’s
glory surrounded them. They were terrified, " but the angel
reassured them. “Don’t be afraid!” he said. “I bring you good
news that will bring great joy to all people. " The Savior—yes,
the Messiah, the LLord—has been born today in Bethlehem,
the city of David! * And you will recognize him by this sign:
You will find a baby wrapped snugly 1n strips of cloth, lying in
a manger.” " Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast host of
others—the armies of heaven—praising God and saying, "
“Glory to God 1n highest heaven, and peace on earth to those
with whom God 1s pleased.”




Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
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I Hark! The her - ald an- gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new - born king;
3 Hail the heav’n-born Prince of peace! Hail the Sun of righ - teous - ness!
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peace on earth, and mer-cy mild, God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled.”
Light and life to all he brings, ris’n with heal - ing in his wings.
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Joy - ful, all you na-tions, rise; join the tri-umph of the skies;
Mild he lays his glo - ry by, born that we no more may die,
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with  an - gel - ic hosts pro-claim, “Christis born in Beth-le - hem!”
born  to raise each child of earth, born to give us sec-ond birth.
Refrain
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Hark! The her- ald

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.

an- gels sing,

“Glo-ry to

Music: MENDELSSOHN, Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-1847; arr. William H. Cummings, 1831-1915

the new-born king!”




The Christmas Story: Luke 2:15-20

" When the angels had returned to heaven, the shepherds said to
each other, “Let’s go to Bethlehem! Let’s see this thing that has
happened, which the Lord has told us about.” " They hurried to
the village and found Mary and Joseph. And there was the baby,
lying in the manger. ” After seeing him, the shepherds told
everyone what had happened and what the angel had said to
them about this child. ™ All who heard the shepherds’ story were
astonished, " but Mary kept all these things in her heart and
thought about them often. * The shepherds went back to their
flocks, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and
seen. It was just as the angel had told them.
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The First Noel
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1 The first No - el the an - gel did say was to
2 They look - ed up and  saw a star shin - ing
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earth it gave . . . great light, and . . s0 it con -
Refrain
Q #u i ' i I i
e r T o 5 e m— ——
” | ! ] “ T s © ? —
e =7
night that  was so deep.
tin-ued both  day and night.
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el, No - el! Born is the King of Is - ra - el

Text: English traditional

Music: THE FIRST NOWELL, English traditional



The Christmas Story: Matthew 2:1-11
(Shide of the wise men on their way to Bethlehem)

Matthew 2:1-11 (NL'T)
' Jesus was born in Bethlehem 1n Judea, during the reign of King

Herod. About that time some wise men from eastern lands
arrived 1n Jerusalem, asking, * “Where 1s the newborn king of the
Jews? We saw his star as 1t rose, and we have come to worship
him.” * King Herod was deeply disturbed when he heard this, as
was everyone 1n Jerusalem. ' He called a meeting of the leading
priests and teachers of religious law and asked, “Where 1s the
Messiah supposed to be born?” * “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they
said, “for this 1s what the prophet wrote: * ‘And you, O
Bethlehem 1n the land of Judah, are not least among the ruling
cities of Judah, for a ruler will come from you who will be the
shepherd for my people Israel.” ” " Then Herod called for a
private meeting with the wise men, and he learned from them
the time when the star first appeared. ® Then he told them, “Go
to Bethlehem and search caretully for the child. And when you
find him, come back and tell me so that I can go and worship
him, too!” ’ After this interview the wise men went their way.
And the star they had seen 1n the east guided them to
Bethlehem. It went ahead of them and stopped over the place
where the child was. * When they saw the star, they were filled
with joy! " They entered the house and saw the child with his
mother, Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then
they opened their treasure chests and gave him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. %%-4
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We Three Kings of Orient Are
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moor and moun - tain, fol - low - ing yon - der star.
lu - ia: al - le - lu - ia the earth re - plies.
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west-ward lead-ing, still pro - ceed-ing, guide us to thy per-fect light!

Text: John Henry Hopkins Jr., 1820-1891, alt.
Music: THREE KINGS OF ORIENT. John Henry Hopkins Jr., 1820-1891



Christmas Prayers

Offering

What Child Is This
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1 What child i1s this, who, laid to rest, on Mar-y’s lap is sleep-ing?
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Whom an - gels greet with an-thems sweet while shep-herds watch are keep - ing?

¢ — . .
(LrDI ul " J\/ — _J\/ H - —h ' F\l
3 —— TR T
This, this is  Christ the king, whom shep-herds guard and an- gels sing;
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haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mar - y!

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898
Music: GREENSLEEVES, English ballad, 16th cent.
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Oftering Prayer

Let us pray. Lord of Christmas, we are mindful of the supreme
gift that you gave us in a manger at Bethlehem. Humbly we offer
our gifts of service and possessions mn joyful thanksgiving for the
love you have shown us. Accept these gifts for the sake of your

Son who was born to us, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it 1s in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine 1s the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.
Amen.

Sending Blessing

May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Jo-
seph, the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the
determination of the magi, and the peace of the Christ child. Al-
mighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit bless you now and
forever. Amen.

Sending Song ELW 267

SingDismissal



Joy to the World
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord s come! Let earth re -
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav - ior reigns! Let all their
3 No more let sin and sor - row grow nor thorns n -
4 He rules the world with truth  and grace and makes the
g H'Et - . P — ! —
C— % I 7 — a |
J T T — | — |
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room and heav’'n and na - ture sing, and heav’nand na - ture
plains re - peat the sound-ing joy, re - peat the sound-ing
flow far as the curse is found, far as the curse is
ness and won-ders of his love, and won-ders of his
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sing, and heav’n, and  heav’'n and na - ture sing.
Joy, re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing Joy.
found, far as, far as the curse found.
love, and won - ders, won ders of his love.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748

Music: ANTIOCH, English melody, 18th cent.; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872

Sending

Let us go 1n peace to serve the newborn king.

Thanks be to God.

Sing: We Wish You a Merry Christinas (Iyrics on next page)

Postlude
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We Wish You A Merry Christimas

We wish you a merry Christmas

We wish you a merry Christmas

We wish you a merry Christmas
And a happy New Year

Good tidings we bring
To you and your kin
We wish you a merry Christmas

And a happy New Year
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