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Tenebrae is a prolonged meditation on Christ’s suffering. 
Readings trace the story of Christ’s passion, music portrays 
his pathos, and the power of silence and darkness suggests 
the drama of this momentous day. As lights are extin-
guished, we ponder the depth of Christ’s suffering and 
death; we remember the cataclysmic nature of his sacri-
fice. 
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Words of Greeting 
 
Prelude 
 
Call to Worship* 
 

We gather silently 
SILENCE 

We carry the weight of Jesus’ death as we worship on this holy 
night.  
 
Opening Hymn*                 ELW803 
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Confession of Sin*       
We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Silent Confession of Sin 
God of mercy,  
We admit to you, to ourselves, and to this community that we 
have caused harm to others through our actions and through our 
failure to act. Give us the humility to accept our failings and to 
make things right where we can. Forgive us and help us to forgive 
ourselves. Amen. 
Nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. In 
that love, God forgives you all your sin for the sake of our savior, 
Jesus Christ.  
We offer to God our thanks and praise.  
 
 
Prayers of the Church & The Lord’s Prayer    
Let us pray. O God of this Quiet Night, we gather to pray for the 
church, our community, and all those in need. 

SILENCE 
Ah, holy Jesus, this is the day we have been dreading. Silence the 
fears of our hearts and hold us close to your wounded side, that 
we never lose sight of how much you care for us. Beloved Lord, 
You hear our prayer. 
Ah, holy Jesus, we have knowingly participated in the evil and 
brokenness of this world. In unfathomable love you gave your 
life to heal that brokenness. Keep us ever mindful of what you 
have endured out of love for us. Beloved Lord, 
You hear our prayer. 
Ah, holy Jesus, we have knowingly made choices that have 
harmed your creation. Draw us back to your very first command-
ment: that we may be faithful stewards of all you have made. Be-
loved Lord, 
You hear our prayer. 
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Ah, holy Jesus, give us the humility to see where we have turned 
away from the suffering of others. Strengthen us to show up in 
solidarity with victims of injustice, oppression, and state violence. 
Beloved Lord, 
You hear our prayer.  
Ah, holy Jesus, so many of God’s children suffer from afflictions 
of body, mind, or spirit. Uplift them with your healing grace. Be-
loved Lord, 
You hear our prayer. 
Ah, holy Jesus, strip us of our pride, that we might reach out in 
love to all the world’s people, knowing that you died for each 
and every one of us, without exception. Beloved Lord, 
You hear our prayer.  
We lift up these prayers to you, holy Jesus, as we pray together 
as you taught us.  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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Service of Shadows 
 
The Meaning of This Night 
 
Shadow of Betrayal: Matthew 26:20-25      
 

Shadow of Desertion: Matthew 26:31-35     
 

Agony of the Soul: Luke 22:39-44      
 

Unshared Vigil: Mark 14:32-41      
 
Hymn (seated)           ELW347 
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“Father the hour is come”: John 17:1-6     
 

“That they may all be one”: John 17:15-22     
 

Arrest in the Garden: John 18:1-5      
 
Choir Anthem  

At the Cross Watts/McDonald  
 
Shadow of the Cross: Mark 15:16-20      
 

Carrying the Cross: Luke 23:26-32      
 

“Father, forgive them”: Luke 23:34-43     
 
Hymn (seated)        ELW338 
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Shadow of Death: John 19:25b-30       
 

Shadow of the Tomb: Matthew 27:51-66     
 

The Word was God: John 1:1-5, 10-14  
 
Hymn             ELW353 

Benediction 
You are invited to depart in silence. Blessings to you on the holy 

night. 
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