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Dancing Together 
 
As Easter people, we are called to dance our dances of freedom 
for all the world to see–even and perhaps especially in times of 
great difficulty. Dances of hope. Dances of justice. Dances of 
love. During this season, post-resurrection stories point to the joy 
of living in the beloved community and extending that fellowship 
through our witness as we dare to dance again! 
 
Dancing requires that we pay attention to our dance 
partners. It requires finding a rhythm together. The 
Sunday after Easter brings the story of Jesus appearing to 
the disciples and breathing the Holy Spirit on them. Other 
scriptures this week point to the power of being together, 
of finding fellowship in the presence of Jesus and the 
presence of the community. What does it take to dance 
together?  
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Gather ing  Song  
Today Is the Day 

 
Welcome/Announcements 
 
Threshold 
 
Praise Songs 

Faithful God 
Great Are You Lord 

 
Prayer of the Day 
 
Children's Sermon 
 
Kids Praise 
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Reading: 1 John 1:1-2:2 
The opening of this letter serves as a reality check. The reality of 
God is light, but our confessed reality has been sin. God cleanses us 
from our sinful reality through Christ’s death so that we live in fel-
lowship with Christ and walk in God’s light. 
 
1We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have 
heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and 
touched with our hands, concerning the word of life—2this life was re-
vealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the 
eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us—3we de-
clare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may have 
fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and 
with his Son Jesus Christ. 4We are writing these things so that our joy 
may be complete. 
  5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to 
you, that God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. 6If we say 
that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, 
we lie and do not do what is true; 7but if we walk in the light as he 
himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the 
blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8If we say that we 
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we 
confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins 
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10If we say that we have not 
sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 
 2:1My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you 
may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Fa-
ther, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2and he is the atoning sacrifice for 
our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole 
world. 
 

The reading is concluded:  
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel: John 20:19-31 
The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a 
commission, and the gift of the Holy Spirit. But one of their number is 
missing, and his unbelief prompts another visit from the Lord. 
 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the 
doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of 
the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 
you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then 
the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, 
“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When 
he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the 
Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 
retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
 �24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not 
with them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have 
seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails 
in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in 
his side, I will not believe.” 
  26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was 
with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among 
them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put 
your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in 
my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord 
and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have 
seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to be-
lieve.” 
  30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, 
which are not written in this book. 31But these are written so that you may 
come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that 
through believing you may have life in his name. 
 

The gospel is concluded:  
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Gathering Prayers 
Preacher asks these questions.  Congregation has the opportuni-
ty to pray silently, light candles, etc.  Band gathers on stage. 

Where is rain still falling? 
Where does grief linger? 

Where are you still yearning for resurrection? 
What’s holding you back from dancing? 

 

Prayer Song:   Teach Me to Dance 
 
Prayers of the People 
 
Prayer Song:   Teach Me to Dance 
 
Offering Prayer 
 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 

 
Benediction 
 

 
Sending Song 

My Redeemer Lives 
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Dare to Dance Again 
 

Dances of hope. 
Dances of justice. 
Dances of love. 


