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Welcome /Announcements 
 
Prelude 

 
Gathering Hymn           (/:���� 
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Kyrie 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day 
O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salva-
tion, and by the glory of the cross you transform our lives. Grant 
that for the sake of the gospel we may turn from the lure of evil, 
take up our cross, and follow your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 
Amen 
 
 

Children’s Sermon 
 
Kids’ Praise  
 
 
First Reading: Isaiah 50:4-9a 
The image of the servant of the Lord is one of the notable motifs 
in the book of Isaiah. Today’s reading describes the mission of 
the servant, whom early Christians associated with Jesus. Like Je-
sus, the servant does not strike back at his detractors but trusts in 
God’s steadfast love. 
 

The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may 
know how to sustain the weary with a word.  Morning by morning 
he wakens—wakens my ear  to listen as those who are taught.  
5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I 
did not turn backward.  6I gave my back to those who struck me,  
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;  I did not hide 
my face from insult and spitting.  7The Lord GOD helps me; 
therefore I have not been disgraced;  therefore I have set my face 
like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame;  8he who 
vindicates me is near.  Who will contend with me?  Let us stand 
up together.  Who are my adversaries?    Let them confront me. 
 9aIt is the Lord GOD who helps me;  who will declare me guilty? 
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The reading is concluded:  
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Psalm 116:1-9 
 
 1I love the LORD, who has heard my voice, 
  and listened to my supplication, 
 2for the LORD has given ear to me 
  whenever I called. 
 3The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave 
came upon me; I came to grief and sorrow. 
 4Then I called upon the name of the LORD: 
  “O LORD, I pray you, save my life.”  
 5Gracious is the LORD and righteous; 
  our God is full of compassion. 
 6The LORD watches over the innocent; 
  I was brought low, and God saved me. 
 7Turn again to your rest, O my soul. 
  for the LORD has dealt well with you. 
 8For you have rescued my life from death, 
  my eyes from tears, and my | feet from stumbling; 
 9I will walk in the presence of the LORD 
  in the land of the living. 
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Second Reading: James 3:1-12 
This text uses various images to illustrate how damaging and hurt-
ful the way we speak to and about others can be. Not only are we 
to control our speech, but what we say and how we say it are to 
reflect our faith. 
 

1Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sis-
ters, for you know that we who teach will be judged with greater 
strictness. 2For all of us make many mistakes. Anyone who makes 
no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body 
in check with a bridle. 3If we put bits into the mouths of horses to 
make them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. 4Or look at 
ships: though they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive 
them, yet they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the 
will of the pilot directs. 5So also the tongue is a small member, yet 
it boasts of great exploits.  
  How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! 6And the 
tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed among our members as a 
world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the cycle of 
nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. 7For every species of beast 
and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been 
tamed by the human species, 8but no one can tame the tongue—a 
restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9With it we bless the Lord and 
Father, and with it we curse those who are made in the likeness 
of God. 10From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My 
brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. 11Does a spring pour 
forth from the same opening both fresh and brackish water? 
12Can a fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grape-
vine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh. 
 

The reading is concluded:  
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation 

 
The Holy Gospel according to Mark the 8th Chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Gospel: Mark 8:27-38 
This story provides the turning point in Mark’s gospel. Peter is 
the first human being in the narrative to acknowledge Jesus as the 
Messiah, but he cannot accept that as the Messiah Jesus will have 
to suffer. Moreover, Jesus issues a strong challenge to all by con-
necting discipleship and the cross. 
 

27Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Phi-
lippi; and on the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say 
that I am?” 28And they answered him, “John the Baptist; and oth-
ers, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” 29He asked 
them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, 
“You are the Messiah.” 30And he sternly ordered them not to tell 
anyone about him. 
 
  31Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must un-
dergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief 
priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise 
again. 32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside 
and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at his disci-
ples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you 
are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
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  34He called the crowd with his 
disciples, and said to them, “If 
any want to become my follow-
ers, let them deny themselves 
and take up their cross and fol-
low me. 35For those who want to 
save their life will lose it, and 
those who lose their life for my 
sake, and for the sake of the gos-
pel, will save it. 36For what will it 
profit them to gain the whole 
world and forfeit their life? 

37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who 
are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sin-
ful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed 
when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 
 
The gospel is concluded:  
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
Sermon  
 
 
Hymn of the Day                                             ELW 800 
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Confession and Forgiveness 
The Lord listens to the cries of the people 
who turn with full hearts to the One who has mercy. 
Let our tongues now make confession in the presence of God 
and of this body. 
 
Holy God, in the face of sin, our gravest enemy, 
we call to you for help. 
We have not loved you and our neighbors as we ought. 
We have denied our dependence on you. 
Save us so that we may fulfill our vows to you 
and attend to the needs of your people. Amen. 
 
God, who is gracious and merciful, knows the human desire 
to save our lives by avoiding Jesus’ call to carry the cross. 
God, who is full of compassion, also knows that those who repent 
have set their minds and hearts on what endures for all time. 
Your sin is forgiven you. 
The Lord God is a very present help.  Go with God in joy as you 
take up your cross, in Jesus’ name.   Amen. 
 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the 
church, the world, and all in need. 
 

A brief silence.   
Each portion of the prayers concludes with these words: 

Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only 
to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Offering     
 
Kids’ Praise– Children return to families during the offering. 
 
Offertory:                     
Please stand and sing as the offering is brought forward: 
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Offering Prayer 
Lord, who gives us everything we have, we return with joy a por-
tion of our bounty, giving to the work of your church and your 
world what is already yours: ourselves, our lives, and our means. 
Make good come from these gifts. Teach us to use what we have 
with wisdom and compassion. In the name of Jesus we pray. 
Amen 
 
Eucharistic Prayer 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took 

bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me.  

 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 

all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 

proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 
Christ has died! Christ is risen! Christ will come again! 
 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-

dom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the king-
dom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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Distribution of Communion 
 Approach from the center aisle. Glasses with white grape juice 

are available for those who cannot receive wine. Deposit the 
glass in a basket and return by way of the side aisle.  

 
Communion Hymn                  ELW 810 

O Jesus, I have Promised 
 
 
Prayer after Communion 
O God, we thank you for the living bread that rains down from 
heaven.  From this feast of love may we carry your eternal life as 
daily food for the well-being of the world; through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Blessing 
May God, our Wisdom, pour out God’s thoughts in you and 
make God’s words known to you. May Jesus Christ, our Messi-
ah,  give you the strength to carry your cross and to follow him. 
And may the Holy Spirit, our Tongue of fire, guide our words 
and our actions, as we strive to bless the world with our witness. 
Amen. 
 
Sending Hymn               ELW 651 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Proclaim the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Postlude 
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